
 

“Be Hospitable without Complaint” 
1 Peter 4:9 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Peter has been telling us in this first letter that the day of the Lord is at hand.  
Therefore, we are to be very careful as to how we walk in this world.  He brings before us a 
reminder that this world in which we live is not all that there is.  The world to come is far more 
important.  He wants to keep us from developing tunnel vision.  He wants to keep us from 
being like horses with blinders.  He wants us to understand that there is more to reality than 
what is in front of our faces.  We must not become blinded by this world.  This world is only 
temporary, and one day it is all going to vanish in a great cascade of fire.  You must make sure 
that while you are here you are doing the will of God, so that you may abide in His house 
forever.  You must take the things of heaven very seriously while here on earth.  You must not 
allow yourselves to become intoxicated with the things of earth.  And you must devote 
yourselves to prayer, that you might be ready and on the lookout for your Lord’s return.   
 Last week, Peter said that that which will prepare us for the Lord’s return more than any 
other thing is a fervent love for the brethren.  “Above all,” he said, “keep fervent in your love 
for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.”  Love is to be the motivation behind 
all that we do.  It is that which is at the center of all of God’s commandments.  God wants us to 
love Him and each other.  Feeling a fondness for one another is not enough.  Merely tolerating 
one another is not enough.  We must have a fervent and unceasing love in our hearts for one 
another.  We are to be committed to one another in love in a way which is very similar to that of 
a husband and wife.  When you offend each other, you are to be reconciled and to cover each 
other’s faults.  In those marriages where a husband and wife cannot overlook even small 
offenses, and forgive each other and forget where necessary, there the seeds are being planted of 
an eventual divorce, or of a marriage without love.  But where there is love that can overlook, 
love that can cover, love that can forgive, there you have a marriage which will last for a 
lifetime.  This is the same kind of love that we need to exercise towards one another as the 
people of God.  If we do not, we will have at best a fellowship of toleration, without love, or at 
worst, a divorce from one another.  If we allow the roots of bitterness to form in our hearts, we 
will bite and devour one another, and possibly destroy each other.  And so the Lord, through the 
apostle Peter, calls upon us to love one another and learn to hide and forgive the real or 
pretended offenses of each other.   
 This morning, Peter goes on to show us another way in which we are to let the fruit of 
Christian love grow on the branches of our lives.  What he tells us is that,  
 
 We are to be hospitable to one another without complaining.   
 
I.  First, To Understand This Commandment, We Must Understand What Biblical 

Hospitality Is.   
A.  It Is the Same Here as It Is with Anything Else.  In Order to Understand Anything Well, 

You Must First Understand the Words Which Are Being Used to Communicate the Idea.   
1.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 14:10-11, “There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of 

languages in the world, and no kind is without meaning.  If then I do not know the 
meaning of the language, I shall be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who 
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speaks will be a barbarian to me.”   
2.  Paul is saying that you will only understand anything to the extent that you understand 

the words being used.   
3.  If you don’t speak any Spanish, and try to communicate with someone who speaks 

only Spanish, then you will not learn anything from his words.   
4.  The same principle can be applied to our own language.  If you don’t fully understand 

the words of the person who speaks to you, you won’t fully understand what he is 
saying.   

5.  It is therefore very important for us to understand the words which are spoken to us, 
especially the key words, if we are to understand what is being said.   

6.  And if that is true of our normal conversation, how much more important is it for us to 
understand the words of Scripture itself, since all of these are inspired by God.  We 
must seek to know them before we attempt to apply them to our lives.   

 
B.  The First Key Word Which Peter Uses Here, Is Translated “Hospitality,” and It Literally 

Means “the Love of Strangers.”   
1.  This can be very significant to our understanding of how we are to apply this text.   

a.  If you thought that what Peter had in mind here was having your best and closest 
friends over to your house for a meal, you were not altogether right.   

b.  The word means “to be kind to strangers.”  These are those whom you don’t know 
very well, if at all.   

c.  Now obviously, it is not wrong to invite your friends and family over to your house 
for a meal or to show them some other kindness.   

d.  But this is not what Peter has in mind when he writes that you are to show 
hospitality.  He has in mind the showing of love to one who is a stranger to you, in 
order that you might make them into a friend.   

e.  Christ also tells us that there are certain circumstances in which we ought not to 
invite those with whom we are close.  He said to one of the leaders of the Pharisees 
who had invited Him over to eat bread on the Sabbath, “When you give a luncheon 
or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and repayment come to you.  But when 
you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will 
be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the righteous” (Luke 14:12-14).   

f.  Jesus is saying that you are to make friends by the means of the unrighteous 
mammon.  You are to show mercy to those who cannot return your favor.  God will 
reward you in the end.   

g.  We are to show this mercy to all men, not only to those who are Christians.  But we 
are especially to have this care and concern for those who are our brethren.  Paul 
writes, “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially 
to those who are of the household of the faith” (Gal. 6:10).   

h.  Jesus shows us the same thing where He describes for us what it will be like in the 
judgment of the last day.  He says, “Then the King will say to those on His right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to 
eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 
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naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you 
came to Me.’  Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink?  And when did we see 
You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  And when did we see 
You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’  And the King will answer and say to 
them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of 
Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me’” (Matt. 25:34-40).   

i.  What is Christ speaking of here except the many different ways in which we can 
show hospitality, or kindness to strangers.  But notice, as well, that He specifically 
zeros in on His brethren, who are of the household of faith.  We are to do good to all 
men, but especially to those who are of the household of faith.   

j.  And so the idea here is to show mercy to those whom you don’t know.  You are to 
show this mercy to all men, as the Lord gives you opportunity in His Providential 
ordering of all things.  But you are especially to show this love to those who are 
your brethren.   

   
2.  As we look in the Scriptures, we find that this very thing has been the practice of the 

saints of old.   
a.  When Abraham was sitting at the door of his tent in the heat of the day, the Bible 

says he lifted up his eyes and saw three men.  He immediately ran to them and 
bowed before them and offered to refresh them by having their feet washed and 
offering them some food (Gen. 18).   

b.  Lot was sitting in the gate in the evening when the two angels came into Sodom.  
And when he saw them, he rose and bowed before them with his face to the ground.  
He also opened his house to them and offered to wash their feet and to have them 
stay the night (Gen. 19).   

c.  The same hospitality was shown by an old man in Gibeah to the Levite who was 
journeying to Ephraim.  He offered to give straw and fodder to his donkey, and to 
wash the man’s feet and to have him spend the night (Judges 19).   

d.  Righteous Job was also a man who was known for his hospitality.  He said to his 
comforters, “Have the men of my tent not said, ‘Who can find one who has not been 
satisfied with his meat’?  The alien has not lodged outside, for I have opened my 
doors to the traveler” (Job 31:31-32).   

e.  And of course, one does not have to be at home in order to show hospitality, for 
wasn’t the Jew who had been injured a stranger to the Samaritan?  And yet the 
Samaritan showed him love and mercy by taking care of his needs (Luke 10:33-34).   

f.  Biblical hospitality was practiced by the saints of old, and it is something which we 
are to exercise as well.   

 
II.  But It Will Help Us, Secondly, To Understand Why We Should We Exercise Biblical 

Hospitality.   
A.  First, and Foremost of All, The Lord Commands Us to Do So.   

1.  Peter tells us as much here in our text this morning.   
2.  Paul tells us that this is primarily the responsibility of the elder.   

a.  He writes in 1 Timothy, “An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of 
one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach (3:2).   
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b.  And in Titus, he writes, “For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, 
not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond 
of sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, 
self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the 
teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those 
who contradict” (1:7-9).   

c.  The elders are to be watchful for those who are strangers to the congregation.  They 
are to invite new-comers to the flock over to their houses and seek to remove the 
alienation that they feel when they come into a group of people who are strangers to 
them.   

 
2.  But since the elder is to be a model of what the people of God are to be like, we must 

realize that this too makes it our responsibility.   
a.  Again, Peter tells us as much here in our passage.   
b.  Paul tells us that all the saints should be “contributing to the needs of the saints,” 

and “practicing hospitality” (Rom. 12:13).   
c.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for 

with such sacrifices God is pleased” (13:16).   
d.  And of course we have already seen from the Sheep and Goat judgment, and from 

the admonition of Paul, that we are to be ready at all times to meet the needs of our 
neighbors, especially those who are of the household of the faith (Matt. 25:35; Gal. 
6:10).   

 
3.  If this is what our Lord commands, this, of course, ends all discussion.  Our attitude 

must always be, “Speak Lord, for your servant hears.”   
4.  But there are further reasons.   

 
B.  Secondly, We Are Called to Be Like God and Christ, and They Themselves Practice 

Hospitality.   
1.  Just think of the very familiar words of King David in Psalm 23, “Thou dost prepare a 

table before me in the presence of my enemies; Thou hast anointed my head with oil; 
My cup overflows” (v. 5).  Every good gift that we have received has come from the 
generosity of our Father above.   

2.  Jesus reminded the Pharisees, “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth there when 
you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but 
yourselves being cast out.  And they will come from east and west, and from north and 
south, and will recline at the table in the kingdom of God” (Luke 13:28-29).  God will 
be the host for those who are redeemed in heaven.   

3.  He will host the largest and grandest banquet which will ever be served.  That is in 
effect what Jesus is referring to when He speaks of the king who gave a wedding feast 
for his son, which no one who was invited wanted to attend.  The king therefore sent 
his servants out to the highways and the byways until his wedding hall was filled with 
guests.  They tasted of His feast, while the others did not (Matt. 22:2-14).   

4.  Jesus Himself indicates that He will wait on His servants in heaven.  He says in Luke 
12:37, “Blessed are those slaves whom the master shall find on the alert when he 
comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the 



5 

 

table, and will come up and wait on them.”   
5.  And this is in fact what Christ did during the Last Supper, when He laid aside His 

garments, wrapped a towel around Himself, poured water into a basin, and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet (John 13:1-5).   

6.  If both the Father and the Son, who are our Masters, are given to hospitality, how much 
more should we who are His servants?   

 
C.  Thirdly, Hospitality Helps Us to Remember that We Are Only Passing Through This 

World Ourselves.   
1.  Whenever we show hospitality to a stranger, it remind us that we are only strangers 

passing through.   
2.  We, like the strangers upon whom we show mercy, are ourselves only pilgrims on a 

journey through these shadowy lowlands, until we finally arrive at our true home in the 
heavens.   

 
D.  Fourthly, There Is Always the Possibility That We Might Entertain Angels by Showing 

Hospitality.   
1.  The author to the Hebrews wrote, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 

by this some have entertained angels without knowing it” (13:2).   
2.  Now it is true that the word translated “angels” can also mean messengers, those who 

have been sent.  But I don’t believe we can exclude the idea that he could also be 
referring to literal angels, who are the messengers of God.   

3.  After all, didn’t Abraham and Lot both entertain angels when they practiced 
hospitality?  Abraham was actually host to the Lord Himself!  They might not have 
known until later in their conversations that they were actually hosting heavenly guests.   

 
E.  And Fifthly, by Showing Hospitality, We Can Actually Further the Work of God’s 

Kingdom.   
1.  Have you ever realized that Christ Himself depended on the hospitality of many people 

in order to carry on His ministry?   
a.  There are numerous places in which He stayed as He ministered around the country, 

including Peter’s house (Mark 1:29), Matthew’s house (Mark 2:14), and the house of 
Martha and Mary (Luke 10:38).   

b.  Jesus told one who asked if he could follow Him, “The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head” (Matt. 
8:20).   

c.  Christ had no place to call His own.  Sometimes He undoubtedly stayed outside the 
city, but often He was relying on the generosity of others.   

 
2.  But not only did Christ depend on hospitality to carry out His ministry, many of those 

whom He sent out did as well.   
a.  When Jesus sent the twelve out to teach and the preach in the villages, He told them 

to inquire in each town who was worthy, and then to stay there until it was time to 
leave (Matt. 10:11).   

b.  Peter stayed at Simon the tanner’s (Acts 10:6); Paul and Silas stayed with Lydia, the 
seller of purple fabrics from Thyatira (Acts 16:15), and received hospitality from the 
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Philippian jailer after his conversion (v. 33).   
c.  Aquila and Priscilla even opened their house to the whole church for worship (Rom. 

16:3-5).   
d.  In those days inns were very rare and very poor.  It was the hospitality of God’s 

people that enabled the work of missions to continue.  John wrote, “Beloved, you 
are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially 
when they are strangers; and they bear witness to your love before the church; and 
you will do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.  For they 
went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles.  Therefore 
we ought to support such men, that we may be fellow workers with the truth” (3 John 
1:5-8).   

e.   In the early church, the larger churches eventually developed hospices to take care 
of traveling strangers.  Those which focused on the care of the sick later became 
hospitals.  They took seriously their call to show hospitality.   

 
III.  In Closing, I Would Like for Us to Consider How We Can Show Our Faithfulness to 

This Command.   
A.  Today, Things Have Changed Somewhat.   

1.  We have hotels which are much better than in those days.  We have hospitals where 
the sick are cared for.   

2.  It might not be as necessary to bring strangers into our homes or to personally care for 
the sick.   

3.  But there are still ways in which we can practice hospitality.   
4.  When we have Presbytery in our church, we can house and feed those who attend who 

can’t afford to stay at a hotel or motel.   
5.  When we have a guest speaker or a missionary who is home on furlow, we can put 

them up in our homes and feed them.   
6.  When someone new visits the church, we can invite them over for lunch or dinner to 

help them feel welcome.  If they are from out of the area, we can help provide for their 
needs so that they don’t have to eat in a restaurant.   

7.  If, by the Lord’s Providence, we happen across someone who doesn’t have a place to 
stay, we can bring them into our homes, or help pay for their lodging at a motel.  Or we 
may be able to help provide them with medical care if they need it.   

8.  We can go to the hospitals and prisons and bring comfort to those who are there and 
tell them about Christ’s work of redemption, and of faith and repentance unto salvation.  
We can go to retirement homes and convalescent hospitals to share the love of Christ.   

9.  We can be like the Good Samaritan by stopping to help someone in need.   
10.  There are many ways in which we can use what the Lord has given us to help others, 

to meet their needs, and to acquire their friendship, that we might bring them to Christ.   
 

B.  But That Which Peter Is Careful to Emphasize Is That We Do It Without Complaint.   
1.  We must do it without grumbling or complaining or murmuring, without expressing 

our resentment towards it if we have any.   
a.  Paul writes, “Do all things without grumbling or disputing” (Phil. 2:14).   
b.  When we grumble and complain against what the Lord requires of us, we only stir 

up rebellion against Him, and when we murmur and complain against others, we 
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only stir up ill-will towards them.   
c.  The Lord tells us that we must submit in all things to His will without complaint.  It 

is this which will help keep us in the bond of Christian love, and promote His 
kingdom on earth.   

 
2.  And so as those who have been called by the grace of God to inherit His eternal 

kingdom, let us put on the characteristics of our Savior.  Let us learn to love and show 
kindness to strangers.  Let us seek by this means to help the brethren feel welcome in 
Christ’s church and to help those without Christ to find Him.  May the Lord grant us 
the grace to honor Him in this way.  Amen.    

 


