
 

“Attain to a Full Assurance of Hope”   
(Hebrews 6:9-12) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week, we were looking at the very sober warning of the author of this 
book to those in the church not to fall away from the Lord, especially when He 
wonderfully blesses with so much light and knowledge to illumine their path to Him.  
This is what the work of the Spirit is meant to do in the lives of men:  to lead them to a 
knowledge of their sins, so that they will turn to Christ and be saved.  These people, 
whom the author describes, had this light, and they had a lot of it.  Yet they hardened 
their hearts against it and crossed the line of no return.  What a very tragic thing, when 
men, out of their wickedness, so steel their hearts against God, that God turns them over 
to their sins once and for all.  It doesn’t happen all at once.  It is usually like a series of 
steps leading downward, further and further away from God.  But there comes a point 
where the Lord says, “It is enough.  My Spirit will no longer strive with that man to bring 
him to repentance (Gen. 6:3).  Let him alone.”  And the Lord then allows him to sink 
forever away from Him and into the flames of eternal fire.  What a tragic end!  Especially 
when those who end this way purposely chose to continue on their road to hell, while 
refusing God’s gracious offers of salvation.   
  The author is telling us that we must not walk the fence.  We must know where we 
stand.  And the best way to know is to push with all of might forward towards His 
heavenly kingdom and away from the world.  It is to have a solid foundation rooted in the 
fruits of godliness.  This evening, the author is going to tell us that  
 
  We must be diligent to attain a full assurance of our being in Christ.   
 
I.  First, the author wants to make it clear that by his warning he was not 

insinuating that they were in that hopeless group of people.  He writes, “But, 
beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way.”   
A.  Notice that warnings need to be made to God’s people, even when there doesn’t 

appear to be any problems.   
1.  Perhaps those who fell away didn’t look like there were any problems with them 

either.   
a.  This is one of the problems with apostasy.  Those who eventually fall away 

are under the influences of God’s Spirit.  They are so much so, that they 
appear to be real Christians.   

b.  Why do you think that there are so many Christians around today who think 
that they can lose their salvation?  It is because they saw someone whom they 
thought was a Christian, who left the faith.   

c.  That may be how these who apostatized back into Judaism looked outwardly, 
while inwardly their hearts were unconverted.   

d.  You can’t always tell by outward appearances.   
 

2.  And that is why I believe there are so many warnings given to the church in 
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Scripture not to fall away.   
a.  Who was it that Jesus was speaking to on the Sermon on the Mount?  He tells 

us in 5:1-2, “And when He saw the multitudes, He went up on the mountain; 
and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.  And opening His mouth 
He began to teach them, saying . . .”   

b.  And yet what does He teach His disciples?  “You are the salt of the earth; but 
if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again?  It is good 
for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by 
men” (5:13).  “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven” 
(5:20).  “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be 
guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, ‘Raca,’ shall be 
guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, ‘You fool,’ shall be 
guilty enough to go into the fiery hell” (5:22).  “And if your right eye makes 
you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one 
of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell.  And if your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from 
you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for 
your whole body to go into hell” (5:29-30).   

c.  Now, did Jesus not know whether His disciples were saved or not?  No.  He 
knew what was in the heart of all men (John 2:25).  He said to His disciples, 
“Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil” 
(John 6:70)?   

d.  He knew that they were His children.  But yet He still gave them this 
warning.  Why?  Because even though they are saved by God’s grace and 
kept by that same grace until they reach the kingdom of God.  It is still true 
for them, as it is for everyone else, that if they give themselves over to these 
evil things, or refrain from doing what Christ commands, they will be 
destroyed.   

e.  But how much more is it necessary for us to hear these warnings since no one 
of us here can judge another man’s heart, like Christ could, nor can we even 
judge our own hearts very well, because of our sin?   

f.  But the disciples could never fall away, because God kept them by His grace.  
And if you are in Christ here this evening, He is keeping you as well from 
these sins in order to bring you into His eternal kingdom.  Christ says 
concerning His sheep, “And I give eternal life to them, and they shall never 
perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:28).   

g.  This is why it is so important for us to have an assurance that we are His.  His 
promise to uphold us even through the worst of our temptations and to keep 
us no matter how badly we fail, is what will sustain us.  And seeing how 
miserably we really do fail and fall short of His glory, we need to know that 
His grace is sufficient for us.   

 
B.  But notice secondly, with regard to our gaining assurance, that there are things 

which are said to accompany salvation.  He says, “We are convinced of better 
things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation.”   
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1.  Literally the author says, “We have become convinced of better things 
concerning you.”   
a.  Better than what?  Better than what he told us about in verses 4-6.  Better 

than those things which the unregenerate experienced, who still fell short of 
the glory of God.  Better than the mere common works of the Spirit in 
convicting of sin and in distributing spiritual gifts.   

b.  They are better because they are the things which accompany salvation.   
 

2.  What are those things?  He tells us in verse 10, “For God is not unjust so as to 
forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in 
having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.”   
a.  Very simply put, it is the fruit of love.   
b.  Notice that they showed love toward the name of God.  That is, they were 

showing God that they loved Him.   
c.  How did they do this?  It was through their work, their work in having 

ministered and in still ministering to the saints.   
d.  Remember we saw the same thing in 1 John 4:7-8, and in 5:1-3.  If we love 

God, we will love God’s children.  Here, the author to the Hebrews tells us 
that if we love the saints and minister to their needs, we are actually loving 
God.   

e.  They were doing this in the past.  And they were still doing this in the 
present.  In other words, this had become a habit with them, a way of living.   

f.  The things that accompany salvation here, therefore, are acts of love which 
are continually done to the saints in His name.   

g.  What is it that Jesus told His disciples about this?  “He who receives a 
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he who 
receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man's reward.  And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one 
of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you he 
shall not lose his reward” (Matt. 10:41-42).   

h.  When you show love to one of Christ’s children, because he or she is a child 
of God, then you are showing love to the Lord, and you will not lose your 
reward.   

i.  This means that if one of you here takes some food over to your sister’s house 
because she is too weak or sick to prepare her own food, because she is your 
sister, you are showing the work of God’s grace in your heart.   

j.  If one of you gives some of your money to help our missionaries, or to help 
plant a church here, or to help a brother in need because he doesn’t have 
enough money to keep food on his table, then you are showing the love of 
God which He has put in your heart.   

k.  Or if one of you goes and helps your brother fix his car, or fix his house, or if 
you go to them and just help them by being a shoulder to lean on for 
encouragement, you are doing the things which accompany salvation.   

l.  God is not unjust.  He will not forget those things which you have done for 
Him.  As a matter of fact, when Christ comes to judgment on that day, He 
will point out those righteous deeds before all men to show what He has done 
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by His grace in your lives, so that He might receive the glory.  And you will 
receive the reward of His grace.  He gives you the power to perform those 
righteous deeds, and then He rewards you for doing them.   

m.  And so the first point is that there are things which can be seen in the lives of 
God’s children that show that they have salvation.   

 
II.  The second point is that we should all seek to be rich in these acts of love and 

kindness, for by doing so we can attain to a full assurance of our salvation.  The 
author writes, “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as 
to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, 
but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”   
A.  It is not the lazy ones who are entitled to this assurance, but those who are very 

industrious for the Lord.   
1.  There are two reactions generally within those who hear about the grace of 

Christ:  there are those who believe that they can sit back and enjoy the ride the 
heaven, and those who serve Him with all of their human powers out of love and 
thanksgiving.   
a.  There are some who see what Christ has done and conclude that there is 

nothing left for them to do, so they don’t do anything.  Or if they do 
something, they believe that they are doing some kind of a work of 
supererogation, or some great feat beyond what Christ really expects of them.  
So they pat themselves on the back and say to themselves, “Well done good 
and faithful servant.  You have done beyond what Christ requires, take your 
ease now and rest.  Perhaps in the future you may find some other way to 
make a great show of your love for Christ.”  This comes mainly from 
misunderstanding what Christ expects from us.   

b.  There are also those who really don’t want to do anything for Christ, and so 
they use Christ’s righteousness as an excuse not to work.  These are those 
who are simply not converted.   

c.  But there are those who understand Christ’s love and mercy, and out of 
thankfulness for what He has done for them, seek to serve and honor Him to 
the best of their ability.  These are those who are present at every service, to 
give their worship to the Lord.  These are those who come to the prayer 
meetings, because they want to spend time seeking for God’s glory and the 
glory of His Son.   

 
2.  It is this last group that will experience the assurance that the author speaks of 

here.   
 

B.  And the author, as a good pastor, out of love for his sheep, as well as out of a love 
for the Great Shepherd, exhorts them to this industriousness, so that they will have 
the blessing of this assurance which comes from it.   
1.  He strongly desires, or longs that each one of them would show the same 

diligence or zeal as these others.   
2.  If they do, they may attain to this full assurance of the hope of heaven.   

a.  I think all of us would admit that when we are busy and active in the service 
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of our Lord that we have much more confidence that we are His, than when 
we are not serving Him, or when we have fallen into some sin.   

b.  The Holy Spirit, who is the real author behind this book, tells us that it is this 
kind of living that He blesses with this kind of assurance.   

c.  It is not the sluggish who have this confidence, but those who are diligent!   
d.  And so the author to the Hebrews exhorts them to become imitators of this 

kind of person.  That they would be “Imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.”   

e.  Is it wrong to have a model or an example of godliness to follow?  No.  Here 
the author tells us to seek out such models and imitate them.  There are many 
such examples in Scripture.  The author will give to us many excellent 
examples in the eleventh chapter of this book.  But there are also many 
excellent examples which Christ has given us in the continuing history of His 
church.  We may follow them, as they follow Christ, and for no other reason.  
For it is Christ-likeness which we are all aiming to attain to.  The more we 
become like Him, the more we will be assured of our being in Him.   

f.  And again, why is this important?  Because with this assurance comes hope, 
the best and only kind of hope which is good not only in this life, but also in 
that which is to come.   

g.  What could possibly be more important to you or to me than to know that we 
are in Christ?  If we don’t know this, then we are crippled while on earth.  
But if we do know it, what joy and freedom we can experience.   

h.  John Flavel once wrote in the preface to his book on assurance, “It is the one 
thing needful for thee to get an assured interest in Jesus Christ; which being 
once obtained, thou mayest with boldness say, come, troubles and distresses, 
losses, and trials, prisons and death, I am prepared for you; do your worst, 
you can do me no harm: let the winds roar, the lightnings flash, the rain and 
hail fall never so furiously, I have a good roof over my head, a comfortable 
lodging provided for me:  ‘My place of defense is the munition of rocks, 
where bread shall be given me, and my water shall be sure’ (Method Sage 
10).   

 
3.  Lastly, then, what can we do to gain this increased assurance, beyond what we 

have already seen?   
a.  Service to the saints out of a love for Christ is that which increases our 

assurance.  If we have more of this, then we will have greater assurance.   
b.  So the question we must ask ourselves is, How can we have more of this?   
c.  Greater service is borne out of greater love.  Greater love comes from a 

greater knowledge of our sins and the forgiveness of those sins.   
d.  Remember what Jesus said, that the one who is forgiven much is thankful 

much, but the one who is forgiven little is thankful little (Luke 7:47).  When 
we come to realize how much God has forgiven us in Christ, and how much 
grace and mercy we have received from Him, by releasing us from our sins 
and by giving us an everlasting inheritance in the heavens, then that will stir 
us up to greater thankfulness to God and Christ.  And that, in turn, will 
produce in us more of these kinds of works, which will in turn give us a 
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greater assurance.   
e.  Oddly enough, reflecting on the holy standards of God is meant to do this 

very thing.  For the more we see our sins, the more we will be convicted of 
our sins, the more we will be humbled by our sins, the clearer we will see our 
need of Christ, and the more thankful we will be to Him for releasing us from 
the burden of our sins (WCF 19.6).   

f.  Another way to increase this love is to use those things which God has given 
us to strengthen it.  We should pray and ask God to give us a greater love for 
Him and for His Son.  We should read His Word which confirms to us His 
promises.  We should listen to the preaching of the Word, by which the Spirit 
convicts and comforts.  We should attend the sacraments of the Lord, as we 
did this morning, for here the Lord feeds us upon His grace and mercy and 
sustains His life within us.   

g.  We must daily come to Christ and ask Him for His strength.  He has put this 
passage in His Word to tell you that this is His will for you.  He wants you to 
reach out and attain this assurance.  He has shown you how to attain it.  And 
He gives you daily strength to attain it.  All that is left for us is to take 
advantage of what Christ has already given us.   

h.  Let us therefore press onward in the strength of Christ and receive from Him 
this most precious of blessings, that we might have greater encouragement in 
our trials and bear more fruit for Christ’s glory on the way to heaven.  Amen.   

 
 


