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WCF 18.3  This infallible assurance doth not so belong to the essence of faith, but that a 
true believer may wait long, and conflict with many difficulties, before he be partaker of it:  
yet, being enabled by the Spirit to know the things which are freely given him of God, he 
may, without extraordinary revelation, in the right use of ordinary means, attain 
thereunto.  And therefore it is the duty of everyone to give all diligence to make his calling 
and election sure; that thereby his heart may be enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, in love and thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheerfulness in the duties of 
obedience, the proper fruits of this assurance: so far is it from inclining men to looseness.   
III.  What kind of assurance will every true believer have?   

A.  Believers will not necessarily have infallible assurance.   
1.  If we have saving faith, we will also have assurance.   

a.  By virtue of the promise of God.   
b.  By virtue of the fruits we see of the Spirit’s work in our lives (either past or present).   
c.  By virtue of the Spirit’s witness in our hearts:  “The Spirit Himself testifies with our 

spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with 
Him” (Rom. 8:16-17).   

 
2.  But infallible assurance is not of the essence of faith.   

a.  The Heidelberg Catechism disagrees and defines faith as assurance:  “Question 21.  
What is true faith?  Answer:  True faith is not only a certain knowledge, whereby I 
hold for truth all that God has revealed to us in his word, but also an assured 
confidence, which the Holy Ghost works by the gospel in my heart; that not only to 
others, but to me also, remission of sin, everlasting righteousness and salvation, are 
freely given by God, merely of grace, only for the sake of Christ's merits.”   

b.  Westminster, on the other hand, states that saving faith includes assurance, but not 
necessarily infallible assurance, though infallible assurance is possible.   
(i)  If saving faith necessarily included an infallible assurance, why did John write 

his first letter?  “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).   

(ii)  Why are there challenges in Scripture to make sure we are elect:   
(a)  “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His 

calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will 
never stumble” (2 Pet. 1:10).   

(b)  “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!  Or do you 
not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you – unless indeed 
you fail the test?” (2 Cor. 13:5).   

(c)  Remember, what saving faith is:   knowledge, assent, and trust.   
(d)  A true believer may wait long and endure many difficulties before obtaining 

this assurance.   
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(e)  If this is true, why are there so many today who seem to have a full 
assurance?   

 
B.  How can we arrive at an infallible assurance?   

1.  We do not need extraordinary revelation.   
a.  Trent believed that to know we’re elect, God Himself must reveal it to us:  “No one, 

moreover, so long as he is in this mortal life, ought so far to presume as regards the 
secret mystery of divine predestination, as to determine for certain that he is 
assuredly in the number of the predestinate; as if it were true, that he that is justified, 
either cannot sin any more, or, if he do sin, that he ought to promise himself an 
assured repentance; for except by special revelation, it cannot be known whom God 
hath chosen unto Himself” (Justification, Chapter 12).   

b.  Scripture tells us we may without special revelation (see above).   
 
2.  What we need is the Spirit’s work through the ordinary means of grace.   

a.  The Spirit shows us the things God has given us.   
(i)  “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 

God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God” (1 Cor. 2:12).   
(ii)  “By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of 

His Spirit” (1 John 4:13).   
 
b.  And we can strengthen the Spirit’s work in our hearts through the means of grace.   

(i)  Through the Word, prayer, and sacraments.   
(ii)  By not grieving and quenching the Spirit’s work.   

 
C.  Since infallible assurance is possible, what should we do?   

1.  We should make our calling and election sure.   
a.  “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and 

choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble” (2 
Peter 1:10).   

b.  “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!  Or do you not 
recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you – unless indeed you fail 
the test?” (2 Cor. 13:5).   

 
2.  Why?   

a.  That we might have a stronger comfort:   
(i)  “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:13).   
(ii)  “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17).   
(iii)  The Lord wants us to know what He has given us.   

 
b.  That our love and thankfulness to God would increase.   

(i)  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us 
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in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him” (Eph. 1:3-4).   

(ii)  “Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth.  Serve the Lord with gladness; come 
before Him with joyful singing.  Know that the Lord Himself is God; it is He who 
has made us, and not we ourselves (and we belong to Him); we are His people 
and the sheep of His pasture.  Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts 
with praise.  Give thanks to Him, bless His name.  For the Lord is good; His 
lovingkindness is everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100).   

 
c.  That our resolve to obey the Lord would be strengthened:  “I shall run the way of 

Your commandments, for You will enlarge my heart” (Ps. 119:32).   
 

D.  Will a strong assurance promote presumption as Roman Catholics believe?   
1.  It will in the lives of unbelievers.   

a.  An unbeliever will do all he believes he can get away with.  A false assurance will 
only give him a greater license to sin.   

b.  “But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13).   

 
2.  But it will actually bear the fruit of holiness in the believer’s life.   

a.  True believers will be tempted to presume on God’s grace, but they will overcome 
even this sin and grow in holiness.   

b.  “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will 
be.  We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him 
just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as 
He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3).   

c.  “What shall we say then?  Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?   
May it never be!  How shall we who died to sin still live in it?” (Rom. 6:1-2).   

 
WCF 18.4  True believers may have the assurance of their salvation divers ways shaken, 
diminished, and intermitted; as, by negligence in preserving of it; by falling into some 
special sin, which woundeth the conscience and grieveth the Spirit; by some sudden or 
vehement temptation; by God's withdrawing the light of His countenance, and suffering 
even such as fear Him to walk in darkness, and to have no light:  yet are they never utterly 
destitute of that seed of God, and life of faith, that love of Christ and the brethren, that 
sincerity of heart and conscience of duty, out of which, by the operation of the Spirit, this 
assurance may, in due time, be revived; and by the which, in the mean time, they are 
supported from utter despair.   
IV.  Will our assurance always be at the same level?   

A.  It’s not static:  it may increase (as we’ve seen), or it may decrease.   
1.  It may be shaken, lessened, intermitted.   

a.  The example of David:  “Make me to hear joy and gladness, let the bones which You 
have broken rejoice.  Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not 
cast me away from Your presence and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and sustain me with a willing spirit.  Then I 
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will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will be converted to You.  Deliver 
me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation; then my tongue will 
joyfully sing of Your righteousness” (Ps. 51:8-14).   

b.  Peter’s example:  “Then he began to curse and swear, ‘I do not know the man!’  And 
immediately a rooster crowed.  And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had 
said, ‘Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’  And he went out and 
wept bitterly” (Matt. 26:74-75).   

 
2.  What can cause assurance to decrease?   

a.  By neglecting to preserve it through the means of grace.   
b.  By falling into a special sin that wounds the conscience and grieves the Spirit.   
c.  By a sudden or strong temptation.   

(i)  “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption” (Eph. 4:30).   

(ii)  “Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him 
and said, ‘You too were with Jesus the Galilean.’  But he denied it before them 
all, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’  When he had gone out to 
the gateway, another servant-girl saw him and said to those who were there, ‘This 
man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’  And again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not 
know the man’” (Matthew 26:69-72).   

 
d.  God may withdraw His comfortable presence and allow His children to go for a 

while without a strong assurance:  “Why, O Lord, do You cause us to stray from 
Your ways and harden our heart from fearing You?  Return for the sake of Your 
servants, the tribes of Your heritage” (Isa. 63:17).   

 
B.  Will the Lord leave us without any assurance?   

1.  He will preserve the Spirit’s work in our lives:   
a.  He will continue to maintain some level of faith and repentance in our hearts.   
b.  “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he 

cannot sin, because he is born of God” (1 John 3:9).   
c.  “But I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you 

have turned again, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32).   
 
2.  Why?   

a.  So that we will not despair: “But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the Lord; I 
will wait for the God of my salvation.  My God will hear me.  Do not rejoice over 
me, O my enemy.  Though I fall I will rise; though I dwell in darkness, the Lord is a 
light for me.  I will bear the indignation of the Lord because I have sinned against 
Him, until He pleads my case and executes justice for me.  He will bring me out to 
the light, and I will see His righteousness” (Micah 7:7-9).   

b.  And that we might be restored:  “For thus says the high and exalted One who lives 
forever, whose name is Holy, ‘I dwell on a high and holy place, and also with the 
contrite and lowly of spirit in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the 
heart of the contrite” (Isa. 57:15).   


