
“Of the Assurance of Grace and Salvation” 
(WCF 18.1-2) 

 
 
 
WCF 18.1  Although hypocrites and other unregenerate men may vainly deceive 
themselves with false hopes and carnal presumptions of being in the favour of God, and 
estate of salvation; which hope of theirs shall perish; yet such as truly believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and love Him in sincerity, endeavouring to walk in all good conscience before Him, 
may, in this life, be certainly assured that they are in the state of grace, and may rejoice in 
the hope of the glory of God; which hope shall never make them ashamed.   
I.  It is possible to know that we have eternal life.   

A.  Is it possible to be wrong regarding the state of our souls?   
1.  Men can deceive themselves into thinking that they are pleasing to God.   

a.  “Her leaders pronounce judgment for a bribe, her priests instruct for a price and her 
prophets divine for money.  Yet they lean on the Lord saying, ‘Is not the Lord in our 
midst?  Calamity will not come upon us’” (Micah 3:11).   

b.  “‘You are doing the deeds of your father.’  They said to Him, ‘We were not born of 
fornication; we have one Father:  God’” (John 8:41).   

c.  “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that 
they all are not of us” (1 John 2:19).   

 
2.  How is this possible?   

a.  Self-deception:  men think more highly of themselves than they ought.   
b.  Common grace:  God’s restraint on their sin.   
c.  Awakening:  a more intense form of common grace.   

 
3.  But one day their hopes will all be shattered.   

a.  “So are the paths of all who forget God; and the hope of the godless will perish, 
whose confidence is fragile, and whose trust a spider's web” (Job 8:13-14).   

b.  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  Many will say to Me 
on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast 
out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’  And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness’” (Matt. 
7:21-23).   

 
B.  But is it also possible to know that we truly are saved?   

1.  What must true of us if we are to know we are saved?   
a.  We must truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ:  “These things I have written to you 

who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 
eternal life” (1 John 5:13).   

b.  We must sincerely love God/Jesus:  Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise 
your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, so that you may live” (Deu. 30:6).   
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c.  This love must produce the fruit of a godly life:   
(i)  “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 

and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with 
him’” (John 14:23).   

(ii)  “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and 
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will 
disclose Myself to him” (John 14:21).   

(iii)  “By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 
commandments” (1 John 2:3).   

 
d.  If we are to know we are saved, we must in fact be saved, and we must be able to see 

the fruits and evidences of that salvation in our lives.   
 

2.  What are the benefits of knowing we are saved?   
a.  We have the hope that we will be with the Lord in glory when we die:  “Therefore, 

having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace 
in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  And not only this, but 
we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  
and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not 
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Rom. 5:1-5; emphasis added).   

b.  We can know we will never be ashamed for having this hope:  “For this is contained 
in Scripture: ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he 
who believes in Him will not be disappointed’” (1 Pet. 2:6).   

 
WCF 18.2  This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probable persuasion, grounded 
upon a fallible hope; but an infallible assurance of faith, founded upon the divine truth of 
the promises of salvation, the inward evidence of those graces unto which these promises 
are made, the testimony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing with our spirits that we are the 
children of God:  which Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance, whereby we are sealed to 
the day of redemption.   
II.  How strong can our assurance be?   

A.  We can have an absolute assurance.   
1.  What kind of assurance can those have who believe salvation is based on their own 

works, rather than Christ’s?   
a.  No assurance.   

(i)  If we are saved by our faith, is it the right kind, is it strong enough, will it last to 
the end of my life?   

(ii)  If my obedience contributes, will my obedience be enough?   
(iii)  Have I confessed and repented of all my sins, or is there something I’ve missed?   
(iv)  If your salvation is based on something you do, you can never really know that 

you are secure and will therefore live in fear your whole life.   
 

b.  Rome and other Arminians have held that assurance is rare or undesirable, “Roman 
Catholics and the Arminians of the seventeenth century teach that believers cannot, 
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except in very rare cases, be sure of their salvation.  Moreover, they hold that such 
assurance is on the whole undesirable.  Wesleyan Arminians or Methodists maintain 
that conversion carries immediate certainty with it.  He who believes is at once sure 
that he is redeemed.  This does not mean, however, that he is also certain of ultimate 
salvation.  This is a certainty to which the consistent Methodist cannot attain, since 
he is always liable to fall from grace.”  (Berkhof, Manual of Christian Doctrine, 253-
254; emphasis added).   
(i)  Why do they believe assurance to be undesirable for the most part?   
(ii)  They believe assurance can make us grow careless, and cause us to fall into sin 

and away from the Lord.   
 
2.  What kind of assurance does the Lord say we can have?   

a.  We can have a full and absolute assurance.   
b.  “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full 

assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of 
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (Heb. 6:11-12).   

c.  “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one 
which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having 
become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek” (vv. 19-20).   

 
B.  What is this infallible assurance based on?   

1.  God’s promise.   
a.  “In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the 

unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two 
unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken 
refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us” 
(Heb. 6:17-18).   

b.  If we did not have God’s promise, we could not have any assurance; but with it, we 
can.   
(i)  God does not change:  He will never repent, “Also the Glory of Israel will not lie 

or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind” (1 Sam. 
15:29).   

(ii)  God has the ability to fulfill His promises:  “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of 
all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?” (Jer. 32:27).   

(iii)  He has said it and sworn with an oath to the heirs of the promise that He will 
save them.   

 
2.  The evidence of grace in us to which God has made these promises:   

a.  God’s promises will not strengthen our assurance unless we know they apply to us.   
b.  We must be able to see the evidence that God’s grace is in our lives.   

(i)  “For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so 
that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world by lust.  Now for this very reason also, applying all 
diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, 
knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, 
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, 
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brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  For if these qualities are 
yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or 
short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.  Therefore, 
brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing 
you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this 
way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
will be abundantly supplied to you” (2 Pet. 1:4-11).   

(ii)  “By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 
commandments” (1 John 2:3).   

(iii)  “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 
brethren. He who does not love abides in death” (1 John 3:14).   

(iv)  If we see the evidence of the saving work of the Spirit in our lives – the 
evidence of a holy and affectionate faith and repentance – we can know that the 
promises of eternal life apply to us.   

 
3.  The witness of the Spirit.   

a.  The Spirit is the down payment of our heavenly inheritance by whom we are sealed 
to the day of our redemption:   
(i)  “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation – having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:13-14).   

(ii)  “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption” (Eph. 4:30).   

(iii)  “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who 
also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge” (2 Cor. 1:21-22).   

(iv)  He is our foretaste of heavenly glory:   
(a)  “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17).   
(b)  “Just as it is written, ‘Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, 

and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for 
those who love Him.’  For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God” (1 Cor. 2:9-10).   

(c)  He is the One who allows us to begin to enjoy subjectively the blessings of 
heaven on earth.   

 
b.  He testifies to the fact that we are the children of God:   

(i)  “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’  The 
Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom. 8:15-
16).   

(ii)  This is the confidence He gives us to be able to call God our Father.   
(a)  Either by immediately giving us the boldness to claim God as our Father.   
(b)  Or by showing us we are the children of God through the fruit He works in 

us, and by this giving us this confidence.   


