
 

“Ask, and It Shall Be Given to You” 
(Matthew 7:7-11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We finished the Lord’s Prayer last week.   
a.  It gives us the content, or matter, of prayer.   
b.  But there are other areas, such as manner and intent.   
c.  This week, let’s consider the manner.   
 

2.  Context:   
a.  The Sermon on the Mount is a sermon.   
b.  It’s an exhortation to live for God’s glory.   
c.  At this point, Jesus moving towards the conclusion.   

(i)  How we will be able to do these things (vv. 7-11).   
(ii)  An exhortation to do these things:  the narrow/broad path (vv. 13-14).   
(iii)  A warning against those who mislead (vv. 15-23).   
(iv)  A final exhortation to be wise and obey (vv. 24-27).   
 

d.  This evening, we’ll look only at the first part:   
(i)  How we can find the strength to do what Jesus commands.   
(ii)  How also to obtain the things in the Lord’s Prayer.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  He says our righteousness must surpass the Scribes and Pharisees (5:20).  But 
how?   
a.  How can we do what He commands?   
b.  How can we enter God’s kingdom?   
c.  Where will we find the strength to obey better than these leaders?   
 

2.  First, we must consider the problem.   
a.  It’s not physical.   

(i)  He doesn’t ask for the impossible.   
(ii)  We don’t have to fight a vast army.   
(iii)  We don’t have to long jump the Pacific Ocean or pole vault to the moon.   
(iv)  We have the ability to go through the motions:   

(a)  We can reconcile with those offended at us.   
(b)  We can keep from looking to lust.   
(c)  We can keep from seeking vengeance.   
(d)  Do good to those who hate us.   
(e)  Practice our righteousness in secret.   
 

(v)  We have the faculties/abilities to do these things.   
(vi)  Then why don’t we?   
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b.  The problem is spiritual:  We don’t want to do these things.   

(i)  We don’t want to reconcile.   
(ii)  We want to lust, seek vengeance, hate and judge others, practice our 

righteousness openly, etc.   
(iii)  It’s a problem of the heart, the affections.   
(iv)  To some extent we want evil and not righteousness.   
(v)  Unbelievers only want evil.   
(vi)  As Christians, our holy affections are weak.   
 

c.  We must understand this before we’ll understand the solution.   
d.  A spiritual problem requires a spiritual remedy.   
 

3.  What is the remedy?   
a.  We need God’s help.   
b.  If He doesn’t help us, we won’t be able to do what He commands.   
 

4.  How do we get His help?   
a.  Mainly, through prayer.   
b.  It is the primary means of grace.   

 
5.  But to pray and get an answer, we must do so in a certain way:   

a.  Jesus says we must ask:  this is the beginning, the request.   
b.  We must seek:  look until we find.   
c.  We must knock:  persist until the door opens.   
d.  If we do these things, the Lord will answer.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, whatever we need, we must ask, seek, knock.  (Could be Hebrew poetry – 

intensification).   
1.  Asking is the beginning.   

a.  James, “You do not have because you do not ask” (4:2).   
b.  We can’t meet our own needs.   
c.  We must ask God for His help.   
d.  But we must ask in faith:  “But let him ask in faith without doubting, for the 

one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  For 
let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord” (James 
1:6-7).   
(i)  Faith is not convincing yourself that what you’re asking for is God’s will:  

“You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that 
you may spend it on your pleasures” (James 4:3).   

(ii)  It’s knowing from His Word:  “And this is the confidence which we have 
before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  
And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the requests which we have asked from Him” (1 John 5:14-15).   

(iii)  If He has promised it, we have warrant to ask for it.   
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2.  Seeking is the intensifying of prayer.   

a.  It is one thing to ask, another to seek.   
b.  The merchant seeking the pearl of great price didn’t just pray, he sought until 

he found – until the Lord let him find (Matt. 13:45-46).   
c.  When Daniel knew the 70 years of exile was concluding, he didn’t just pray, 

he sought:  “So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and 
supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes” (9:3).   

d.  Sometimes the answer waits, and so must we.   
 
3.  Knocking is trying the doors.   

a.  Perhaps an even stronger effort.   
b.  Perhaps there are barriers; we don’t know God’s will.   
c.  Maybe several doors/opportunities.   
d.  None open without knocking.   
e.  We must try them – knock, through prayer.   
f.  Knock on the door of heaven to gain God’s guidance.   
 

B.  If we do these things, we will receive, find, the door will be open.  “For everyone 
who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be 
opened” (v. 8).   
1.  There is the promise of answered prayer.   

a.  “Ask, and it shall be given to you . . . for everyone who asks receives” (vv. 7-
8).   
(i)  If we ask according to His will, we will receive.   
(ii)  But it must be His will and not merely ours, or we ask amiss.   
 

b.  “Seek, and you shall find . . . he who seeks finds” (vv. 7-8).   
(i)  If we seek Him, we will find.   
(ii)  If we watch for it, it will come.   
(iii)  But it must be for the right things, in God’s time.   
 

c.  “Knock, and it shall be opened to you . . . to him who knocks it shall be 
opened” (vv. 7-8).   
(i)  If we try the doors, the Lord will open the right ones.   
(ii)  If we knock on the door of heaven, the Lord will answer.   
 

2.  But we must be persistent.   
a.  Each of these is in the present tense.   
b.  We must ask until we receive.   
c.  We must seek until we find.   
d.  We must knock until the door is opened.   
e.  We must persist, like the man who bothered his neighbor until he got out of 

bed and gave him bread (Luke 11:5-8).   
f.  We must persevere like the widow who came to the wicked judge and 

continued to entreat him until he gave her protection (18:1-8).   
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g.  We must ask until He answers, like the Canaanite woman whose daughter was 
demon possessed (Matt. 15:22-28).   

h.  We cannot give up.   
 

3.  By the way, did you notice that these are commands?   
a.  We are commanded to ask.   
b.  We are commanded to seek.   
c.  We are commanded to knock.   
d.  We are commanded to pursue the things Jesus taught us to pray for with 

fervency and persistence, not coldness and indifference.   
(i)  It’s so easy to give up when we don’t see the answer right away.   
(ii)  The Lord often waits to teach us to persist.   
(iii)  We must ask, seek, knock, until the Lord opens the doors.   
(iv)  He promises that He will.   

 
4.  And He promises He will do this for everyone of His children.   

a.  Everyone who asks receives, who seeks finds, who knocks, the door is opened.   
b.  God is no respecter of persons.   
c.  If we are seeking God’s will and glory, our prayers will not be in vain.   
d.  We have Christ’s word on it.   
e.  Nothing is impossible for God.   
 

C.  He leaves us with one final encouragement:  God’s fatherly love.   
1.  How do you fathers treat your children?   

a.  When your son asks you for bread, do you give him a rock?   
b.  If he asks for fish, do you give him a snake?   
c.  If he asks for good, do you give him something bad?   
d.  Of course not.   
e.  The point is neither does God.   
 

2.  How do we compare to God?   
a.  Jesus says we are evil, and we are, in and by ourselves.   
b.  If we being evil will give good things, how much more will God?   
c.  Much more, since He is infinitely good.   
d.  God will hear and give you what’s good.   
 

3.  He will especially give us His Spirit.   
a.  In a parallel passage, Jesus says this same thing but includes the ultimate good:  

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
Him?” (Luke 11:13).   

b.  The Spirit is good.   
(i)  The sum total of what Christ purchased for us.   
(ii)  He puts us in Christ.   
(iii)  He takes what is Christ’s and gives it to us.   
(iv)  He changes our hearts to love God.   
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(v)  He gives us power over sin – to become holy.   
(vi)  To have Him is to have all we need.   
(vii)  Not to have Him is to have nothing.   
 

c.  But He is present by degrees.   
(i)  We can have little of His influence.   
(ii)  Or we can be filled with Him.   
(iii)  Paul commands us to be filled with Him (Eph. 5:18).   
(iv)  We need to ask, seek and knock until we are.   
 

d.  And we are to persist in prayer until God pours Him out in other ways.   
(i)  To cause all men to fear Him.   
(ii)  To advance God’s kingdom:  moving us, and changing hearts.   
(iii)  To promote obedience to God’s will.   
(iv)  To cause food to grow:  Speaking of man and the animals, the psalmist 

writes, “They all wait for You to give them their food in due season.  You 
give to them, they gather it up; You open Your hand, they are satisfied with 
good.  You hide Your face, they are dismayed; You take away their spirit, 
they expire and return to their dust.  You send forth Your Spirit, they are 
created; and You renew the face of the ground” (104:27-30).   

(v)  He applies the atonement to us and gives us the ability to forgive others.   
(vi)  He leads us into trials or not, and gives us the strength to resist evil.   
(vii)  We need His ministry, and so we are to pray for it.   
(viii)  We are to ask for it until we receive, seek for it until we see it, knock on 

the doors of heaven until the Lord answers and pours Him out.   
 

4.  God commands us to persist in prayer.   
a.  He promises that if we do, He will hear and answer.   
b.  And so, what are waiting for?  Let’s ask Him.  He will give us what’s good – 

He will pour out His Spirit, the fire of heaven – that’s all we need.  Amen.   


