
 

“Ask, and It Shall Be Given to You” 
(Matthew 7:7-11) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Jesus, at this point in His sermon, having now shown us all the things that 
He wishes us to do as members of His kingdom, begins to wind down the sermon by 
showing us how it is we will be able to do everything He has just commanded us.  When 
you look through the sermon and see the high standard the Lord calls us to, you begin to 
see what He meant when He said, “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven” (5:20).  But how can we keep this standard?  How will we be able to enter into 
God’s kingdom at last?  Jesus said that we must do these things, or we will not enter into 
it?  Now it isn’t that the things He calls us to do are physically impossible.  It is not that 
He is asking those who are lame to walk, those who are blind to see, or those who are 
dumb to speak.  There is nothing which He has commanded that we don’t have the ability 
to do.  We can do our works in such a way that God will be glorified.  We are able to go 
to those who are offended at us and be reconciled to them.  We can keep our eyes from 
looking at a woman, remain married to our spouses, do the things we promise God we 
will do which are within our power, keep from retaliating against those who hurt us, do 
good to those who hate us, practice our righteousness in secret rather than openly, pray 
for the things which will bring glory to God, forgive others their sins against us, seek in 
all we do to have a heavenward focus, not worry about tomorrow, refrain from judging 
others, deal with our own faults before we help others with theirs, and keep from trying to 
correct those who are uncorrectable.  There is really nothing which Christ commands us 
here which are outside of the natural abilities which He has given us.  The only reason 
why we might not do these things is that we don’t want to do these things.  The biggest 
problem we have, that which makes these things truly difficult or impossible for us, is our 
hearts.  Those who are unconverted, though they have the natural ability to do what 
Christ commands, will never do it, because their hearts are wicked, and they don’t want 
to do what’s right.  But even those who are converted, who have the grace of God in their 
lives, will struggle.  And so this is why Jesus now tells us that,  
 
  We must pray and ask God to give to us His Spirit, if we are to have the power to 
live the life He calls us to.   
 
I.  First, Jesus here calls us to a life of prayer.   

A.  This is what He means by ask, seek and knock.  All three of these are actions 
which we are to perform in prayer.   
1.  I would draw your attention first to the fact that Jesus comes back again to 

prayer, showing us how important it is.   
a.  Prayer is implied in the fourth beatitude of Christ, which says, “Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst after righteousness” (5:6).  You cannot obtain 
righteousness, unless you pray for it.  And if you are hungering and thirsting 
after it, you will pray and seek for it fervently.   

b.  Jesus gave us directions on how to pray in chapter 6:5-15.  He told us that we 
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must pray in secret, and that we must pray for the right things.  We must also 
pray with a forgiving heart towards others, if we are to be forgiven ourselves.   

c.  Prayer was also implied in His directions on fasting.  There is nothing 
magical about not eating food.  It is only when it is coupled with prayer that it 
is mighty to accomplish God’s purposes.   

d.  Prayer is also required if we are to seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.  Prayer is the only link we have to heaven.  It is the only way 
in which we can communicate with God.  It is the means to call upon divine 
help.  We cannot seek His kingdom and righteousness, and do this first and 
foremost in our lives, unless we pray.   

e.  And now again, Jesus returns to this subject to give us greater encouragement 
to pray.  We need it.  It is indispensable to the Christian.  So let us again be 
exhorted by this passage this evening to pray.   

 
2.  Now Jesus tells us that we should ask.   

a.  James reminds us that we can’t expect to receive anything, unless we ask.  He 
writes, “You do not have because you do not ask” (James 4:2).   

b.  And really, what else could we do?  We can’t meet our own needs.  We don’t 
have the ability.  Even those who think they do are only using what it is that 
God has given them, without giving Him thanks.   

c.  We are beggars.  We can only ask for God’s mercy.  And therefore we should 
also give thanks for everything which God provides for us.  It is purely by 
His grace that He gives us anything, for we truly deserve nothing.   

d.  But Jesus tells us to ask.  He tells us to ask, and He adds, “It shall be given to 
you.”  This He gives us to encourage us, that if we are His disciples, God 
stands ready to answer our prayers.  He wants us to come.  This is why He 
has provided a way for us to come.  This is why He sent Jesus, who is the 
only way to the Father.  He wants us to come and ask.   

e.  But we need to ask in faith.  James writes, “But let him ask in faith without 
doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed 
by the wind.  For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from 
the Lord” (1:6-7).   

f.  Now James does not mean, nor does Jesus, that asking in faith means to first 
convince yourself that God will give you something, and then He will give it.  
No.  It is possible to ask for things, believing that you will receive them, and 
still not get them.  Why?  Because we can ask from selfish motives rather 
than righteous ones.  James writes, “You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures” (4:3).   

g.  The only way we can pray in faith is to know that God has promised to give 
what it is we are asking for.  Faith is not a hopeful wish that God might give 
us what we desire.  It is the assurance that when we ask for something 
according to His will, He will give it to us.  John writes, “And this is the 
confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to 
His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, 
we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him” (1 John 
5:14-15).   
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h.  Whatever God has promised to us, when we pray for it, we can know that we 
will have it.  Those who ask receive, but only if God sees that it is good for 
you to have what it is you are asking for at the time you are asking for it.   

 
3.  Secondly, He says, “Seek, and you shall find.”   

a.  This also has to do with prayer, but it is even stronger.  It is one thing to ask 
for something.  It is another to seek for it.  It is one thing for the merchant 
looking for the pearl of great price to ask for it, it is another for him to seek 
after it.  But this is exactly what he did.  He sought until he found.  And He 
found because it was the Lord’s good pleasure that He should find.   

b.  Sometimes the answer to our prayers don’t come right away.  Or God may 
have answered it, but we don’t yet see it.  In this case, we must continue to 
seek, until we do find, or until we do see the answer to our prayers.   

c.  When Daniel saw a vision from the Lord and didn’t know what it meant, he 
immediately set his heart to seek the Lord and humbled himself through 
fasting.  And when he did, the Lord actually sent the answer to his prayer 
immediately, but Daniel didn’t receive it, because God’s messenger was 
detained by the prince of Persia for 21 days.  But he continued to seek the 
Lord until it was revealed.   

d.  And so the Lord says to us, “Seek, and you shall find.”  If we persevere in 
prayer, that thing which we are seeking, if it is according to the promise of 
God, we will find.   

e.  Let this example of Daniel and this encouragement of Christ especially be an 
encouragement to us to seek the Lord this next Lord’s Day with prayer and 
fasting, waiting expectantly on the Lord for His gracious answer to our 
prayer.   

 
4.  Lastly, Jesus says, “Knock, and it shall be opened to you.”   

a.  This perhaps represents an even stronger effort in prayer.  Perhaps there are 
barriers which stand in the way.  Perhaps we don’t know what God’s will is.  
Perhaps there are several doors set before us to try.  But none of them will be 
opened if we simply stand there.  We must try them.  We must knock.  And 
the way we must knock is through prayer.   

b.  The Lord says that if we knock, the door will be opened, again, if what we 
are seeking lies behind that door, and if it is the Lord’s pleasure to give it to 
us.   

 
B.  But as if this wasn’t enough encouragement for us to pray, Jesus says the same 

thing again.  “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him 
who knocks it shall be opened” (v. 8).   
1.  But yet there are some differences here.   

a.  Jesus said before that if we ask, we will receive.  Here He says if we ask we 
receive.  The same is true with regard to seeking.  The one who seeks finds.   

b.  Before it was a command.  Do this, and this will be the result.  Here He 
shows us the fulfillment in the act itself.  The one who is asking receives.  It 
is the same thing that John told us earlier.  “And this is the confidence which 
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we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 
us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the requests which we have asked from Him” (1 John 5:14-15).  John 
says that our confidence lies in the fact that when we ask for something in 
faith, according to His will, He hears and answers.  We have already what we 
have sought for.  We may not see it, but it is ours, because God has given it to 
us.   

c.  The second difference is the addition of the word “everyone.”  “Everyone 
who asks receives.”  This is to show us that God is no respecter of persons.  
God will answer the prayers of His saints, whether they are important or of 
little importance.  Now James does tell us that, “The effective prayer of a 
righteous man can accomplish much” (5:16).  But this is to say that where the 
Lord grants a greater grace to a man to accomplish a greater work, He will 
also answer greater prayers on his behalf, as he sets out to do the work the 
Lord calls Him to.  It is all of God, and of God’s plan.   

d.  This is to encourage us that our labors in prayer will not be in vain, if what 
we are seeking for is God’s will.   

 
2.  But one thing which is true of both verse 7 and verse 8 in the original, is that for 

these prayers to be answered, they must be continual and constant.  Jesus is 
telling us, “Keep on asking, and it shall be given to you . . . For everyone who 
keeps on asking receives,” and so on with the others.   
a.  We cannot lift a cold and lifeless prayer to heaven and expect to be heard.  

These prayers must be heartfelt and constant, if we are to lay claim to this 
promise.   

b.  And let us not forget who it is that is telling us that this is true.  It is Christ 
Himself, He who is both God and man.  He has all the infinite power of God 
behind Him to assure that this promise will be kept.  So pray in faith.  There 
is nothing which is impossible for God.   

 
II.  But there is one more encouragement Jesus gives us here with regard to prayer, 

and He also says something which leads me to the conclusion that His intent in 
including these verses here in His sermon was to direct us to God for the help of 
His Spirit to do what He commanded in this sermon.   
A.  Jesus first reminds us of the fatherly love which God has for all His children.   

1.  He says, “Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a 
loaf, will give him a stone?  Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a 
snake, will he?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good 
to those who ask Him!” (vv. 9-12).   

2.  He likens our relationship with God, as a father’s to his son.   
a.  We mustn’t forget that our adoption into the family of God through faith in 

Christ makes us true sons and daughters of God.  We are His children.   
b.  Well, He says, if you fathers will give your sons those things which are good 

for him, and will not substitute things which are worthless or even harmful to 
him, such as stones for bread and snakes for fish, and if you are evil, which 
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you are because of the sin which is still in you, then how much more will 
your Father who is in heaven, the One who is free from all sin, give what is 
good to His children?  He will much more do so!   

c.  God will hear and answer prayer.   
 

B.  But now in a parallel passage in Luke’s Gospel, this same promise is given with 
one significant difference.   
1.  Jesus says, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him?” (Luke 11:13).   

2.  Now Jesus said this in another context, not in the Sermon on the Mount, but still 
in the context of prayer.   
a.  And here He defines what the good things are that the Father will give us as 

the Holy Spirit.   
b.  Certainly, He is a good thing.  He is the sum total of all of the blessings 

which Christ has purchased for us.  To have Him is to have everything.  To 
not have Him is to have nothing.   

c.  But apparently, among those who have Him, it is possible to have Him in 
differing degrees.  This is why Paul tells us to be filled with the Spirit.  This 
is why we are told that the apostles prayed and were filled again and again by 
the Holy Spirit.  It is really the Spirit’s work that we are asking Him to send 
to this nation and to this world to bring His kingdom in power.  We are 
praying for the outpouring of the Spirit.  For He is the One who applies the 
work of Christ to us and to all whom He has chosen.   

d.  But it is also the Spirit’s work to conform us to the image of Christ, that 
image which is detailed for us in the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus tells us that 
if we, as His children, will ask, will seek, will knock on the door of heaven, 
and ask for the ministry of the Spirit, we will receive it.   

e.  Now with a promise like this, and with the need that we have of the Spirit’s 
work, how can we not pray?  How can we not pray with fervency?  How can 
we not fast and pray and seek that the Lord would pour forth of His Spirit in 
great measure upon His church to strengthen her for the work He has for us in 
this present generation?  We must do this brethren, we must!  Without the 
Spirit we can’t even want this.  We won’t want this.  One indication of the 
strength of the Spirit’s work within us is our desire to see God glorified in 
this world.  Even Lot felt his righteous soul tormented by those who lived in 
Sodom.  If we are comfortable with the way things are and are not provoked 
in our spirits by the immorality and perversion and gross sin all around us, 
then we should wonder whether there is anything of God’s Spirit in us at all.  
The Spirit gives us a hunger and thirst after righteousness.  And he gives us a 
hatred of everything which is contrary to this.  Search then your hearts, and 
see whether there is any fire there for the Lord’s glory.  And whether that 
flame be large or small, set your heart to seek the Lord that He might put 
even more there, and that He would fire up His people with these holy coals 
from His altar and that He would pour His Spirit out upon all flesh, that we 
might see the glory of the Lord in the land of the living.  It is what every saint 
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longs for.  May God grant that we may long for it more.  Amen.   
 

 
We must direct our prayers to God.  We must come to God as His children.  We must 
come to Him for our needs (good things), and not rely on any other.  We must trust if He 
withholds.  Sometimes children ask for that which is not good and the parent withholds.  
So with God.   
This encourages our prayers and expectations.  We deserve the rock and the snake, but 
God gives us the gifts of His grace.  Parents have an inborn inclination to take care of 
their own.  God has assumed this relationship with us.  (Psalm 103:13).  What fathers 
have in nature is given by God whose care is infinitely greater.  If the love of all fathers 
could be gathered into one, it would still be like a candle next to the sun of God’s love.  
Parents are often foolishly fond.  God knows what we need and what is good for us.  
Even David still mourned over the loss of his prodigal son, Absalom.   


