
 

“Are You the Expected One?” 
(Matthew 11:1-6) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Most of us here this morning, especially those of us who have been professing Christians for 
several years, probably haven’t stood back for a while and considered what Christ must look like to those 
who don’t know Him.  Over the years, we have developed in our mind, through what we have learned in 
the pages of Scripture, a fairly full picture of what Jesus is like, not just in His earthly ministry, but now 
much more in His exalted state.  When we think of Him, what we think of is glorious and full of wonder, 
and becomes much more so the more we learn about Him.  But what about those who don’t know Him?  
What about those who consider Christ for the first time?  How does He appear to those who look at Him, 
not through the eyes of faith, but through the eyes of unbelief?  He probably looks like a poor, itinerant 
preacher, whose followers appear to have been mainly deluded fishermen, who died a horrible death, 
because He said and did things that offended the religious leaders of His day.  Christ doesn’t look glorious 
at all to the world today, but as someone to be pitied, even as those who follow Him should be pitied.  This 
is what unbelief can do to those whose hearts are filled with sin.  It blinds their eyes to what Christ is really 
like.  If they could only see Him as He really is, in all of His beauty and glory, then certainly they would 
come to Him in a moment.  But they cannot see these things, unless the Lord wills to open their eyes by His 
Spirit.   
  Now why do I bring this up?  It’s simply because that which is true of the unbeliever is also 
sometimes true of us to one degree or another.  We don’t always see Him in all His glory either.  
Sometimes we too see Him as common or unattractive.  The reason is that all of us, even the most mature 
among us, are a mixture of light and darkness, righteousness and sin, faith and unbelief.  Now when I say 
this, what I mean is that all of us who are Christians are like this.  The unbeliever’s heart is only full of 
darkness, sin and unbelief.  The believer’s heart, on the other hand, is a mixture of both good and evil.  And 
because there is sin in our hearts, there will also be the fruits of that sin, such as doubt and unbelief.  This is 
what we see in John the Baptist this morning.  While he was in prison, he heard about what Jesus was 
doing.  As he thought about Jesus, he began to wonder if Jesus really was the Christ.  And so he sent some 
of his disciples to ask Jesus that very question.  This might seem strange to us, especially in light of the fact 
that John was the first one to point to Jesus and proclaim Him as the Lamb of God.  But it did in fact 
happen, which shows us that 
 
  Even those who are true believers sometimes struggle with doubts concerning Christ.   
 
I.  Now the first thing we see in our text is that Jesus had finished giving instructions to His disciples 

and then sent them out, while He Himself also went out to do the same work (v. 1).  Before we tie 
this into what happened afterward with regard to John, I would like to point out two things.    
A.  First, I want us to consider again the importance of obedience to Christ.   

1.  Jesus had just finished telling His disciples what He wanted them to do, and we need to realize 
that these were not good ideas that they might begin to implement in their lives sometime in the 
future, but things that they were to do right away.   
a.  Our text which reads, “And it came about that when Jesus had finished giving instructions to 

His twelve disciples,” would better be translated, “And it came about that when Jesus had 
finished giving commands to His twelve disciples.”  These things were not optional, they 
were a matter of duty.   

b.  Paul wrote concerning the charge the Lord had laid on him, “For if I preach the gospel, I have 
nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.  
For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship 
entrusted to me” (1 Cor. 9:16-17).  Paul knew that his own sinfulness might hinder him from 
doing what the Lord had commanded him to do.  But he never used that as an excuse.  Even 
if he didn’t feel like doing the work, or could not bring himself to do it willingly, he still 
needed to obey.  If he did it voluntarily, the Lord would reward him.  But if against his will, 
he realized that he had a stewardship entrusted to Him that he would have to answer to the 
Lord for someday.   

c.  The disciples recognized this as well, and so they went out right away to begin to do what 



 

Christ had called them to do.  There was no time to waste.  The Master had called them and 
equipped them and had given them their marching orders.  To delay now would only be sin.  
Can you imagine what would have happened if they had treated Christ’s commands the way 
most professing Christians do today?  They would have accomplished little or nothing for the 
glory of God and the extension of His kingdom.  A man can do little enough as it is when he 
puts his whole heart and soul into serving Christ, how much less when his heart is divided 
between Christ and the things of the world?  But thank the Lord they were not disobedient.  
They went out and began to proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.   

 
2.  Let us now examine ourselves in this same area.  How do we respond to the Lord’s commands?   

a.  We must remember that our Lord has also called us into His kingdom, equipped us with His 
Word and Spirit, and taught us many things.  He has also given us the command to go into 
His vineyard and labor.  But the question is, Have we been obedient to His call?   

b.  Now, what would happen if we didn’t obey Christ’s commands by putting what we know into 
practice?  The first answer is that we would not bear any fruit.  I would point out, by way of 
warning, that the Scripture never looks upon an unfruitful servant in a positive way, but 
always in a negative way.  A person whose life is void of good works shows that he is also 
void of the Spirit of God.  Where the Spirit is, there will also be fruitfulness; but where He is 
absent, there will be spiritual barrenness.  Those who don’t bear any fruit have yet to be 
converted.  And those who bear little are guilty of compromising with the world.  Either way, 
the prognosis is not good.   

c.  But the second thing that will happen if we don’t put our hand to the plow and labor is that 
the kingdom will not advance, or if we work only a little, it will advance only a little.  But 
our Lord also tells us in His Word that He doesn’t take pleasure in little fruit, but in much 
fruit.  He says in John 15:8, “By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so 
prove to be My disciples.”   

d.  And so if we take to heart what the Lord shows us here by way of example, we will put our 
hand to the plow with all our heart and soul, and seek to bear much fruit with patience.  As 
we do, not only will the kingdom of God advance more quickly, but we will reap the benefits 
of a stronger assurance.  Jesus says if we bear much fruit, we will prove that we are His true 
disciples.   

 
B.  The second thing we see in this verse is that even our Lord who had the right to command His 

servants to labor in His fields did not stand idly by while His disciples did the work.  He also set His 
hand to the plow and continued to move forward with the same work.   
1.  Christ went out to do the same things which He had send His apostles to do:  to teach and preach, 

and to perform the miracles which revealed that He was sent from God.   
2.  By doing this, Christ provided an example to His apostles of what it is they should do.  After all, 

if He didn’t take the work seriously, why should they?  But if, on the other hand, He showed His 
own commitment to the work as well, it would serve to encourage them in their work.  This 
example should encourage us as well, for Jesus never calls us to do anything which He has not 
already done Himself.   

3.  Perhaps the reason why Jesus sent them out by themselves was that He wanted to prepare them 
for what was coming.  In a short time, Jesus would depart, and they would need to do the work 
alone.  But yet they would not be alone, for the Lord would send His Spirit to be another 
Comforter to them.  The Spirit is also our Comforter, who gives us the strength we need to do 
Christ’s work in His absence.   

 
II.  But now notice that the work which Christ sent His disciples out to do, and that which He did 

Himself, was bearing fruit, so much so that John heard about it while he was in prison.   
A.  The first thing we see is that when John heard about what Jesus was doing, he sent some of his 

disciples to ask Him if He was in fact the Christ, the Messiah of God.   
1.  Just as Jesus had heard when John was imprisoned (Matt. 4:12), so now John in prison heard 

about the works He was doing.   
a.  Having been called by God to be the forerunner of the Messiah, John must have had a 

continuing interest in Jesus.   



 

b.  He certainly must have been asking His disciples everyday about the latest news concerning 
Him.   

c.  It would have been a great comfort to him knowing that his life had fulfilled its purpose, and 
that the One who had come to save Him from his sins was now finally in the world.   

 
2.  But it is now that John appears to have some doubts.  After hearing about all that Jesus was 

doing, he sent some of his disciples to ask Him whether He was the expected One, or if they 
should look for someone else.   
a.  Now why did John do this?  Certainly he already knew who Jesus was.  When John saw Him 

the first time, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” 
(John 1:29).  After John baptized Him, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit of God 
descending upon Him (vv. 33-34), and a voice from heaven saying, “This is My beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17).  And even while he was in prison, he kept hearing 
about what Jesus was doing.  Could there be any doubt that Jesus was in fact the Christ?   

b.  Here is where we see clearly the nature of sin.  It clouds the heart with doubt even in the face 
of the fullest and most perfect evidence.  It may be that John, like the apostles, thought that 
Christ had come to bring an earthly kingdom, and he was wondering why it was taking so 
long.  Or maybe he was simply looking for more evidence so that he could strengthen his 
assurance, after all, he had been in prison now for a while, and even the strongest faith under 
long and difficult trials can begin to waver.  The question he may have been asking himself 
was, Was his life really fulfilled?  Is all this suffering really for a good purpose?  Was this 
One he heralded really the Christ?  Or was there another one who was yet to come?  John 
needed to know, and so he sent two of his disciples to Jesus to ask Him.   

c.  Certainly there have been times in our lives as well, when we have faced difficult 
circumstances, when we have had to endure long times of testing, or very strong and sudden 
temptations, when we have wavered and doubted the Word of the Lord.  Sometimes we have 
even questioned whether Christianity is really true or not, whether Christ is really the 
Messiah of God or not.  Of course it doesn’t always take something catastrophic to produce 
these effects in us.  Leaving off the use of the means of grace and spending too much time in 
the world also produces the same results.  The tempter is subtle, and he is always working 
overtime to try and bring us into bondage and despair.   

 
B.  But now notice the way that Jesus answers their question.  He does not simply say, Yes, I am the 

Messiah, and leave it at that, but rather He points to those things which the Father had given Him, 
His Word and works, the signs that attest to the fact that He is the Messiah.   
1.  He said to the messengers, “Go and report to John what you hear and see” (v. 4).   

a.  What did they see?   
(i)  The blind were receiving their sight.  The lame were walking.  The lepers were being 

cleansed.  The deaf had their ears opened.  And the dead were raised to life again.   
(ii)  Why did Jesus point them to these things?  It was because these were the things which 

only God could do.  Only God can raise the dead.  Only God can cleanse the leper (2 
Kings 5:7).  And these things were the things which God said Messiah would do when 
He had come.  He says through the prophet Isaiah, “Encourage the exhausted, and 
strengthen the feeble.  Say to those with anxious heart, ‘Take courage, fear not.  Behold, 
your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save 
you.’  Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf will be 
unstopped.  Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb will shout for 
joy” (35:3-6).   

(iii)  What they saw was the fulfillment of the promises of God.  These were His divine 
marks upon the Messenger of His covenant.   

 
b.  And what did the messengers hear?   

(i)  They heard the Gospel being preached, the good news of forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life.  And it wasn’t being preached simply to the rich, or to those who thought they were 
rich towards God, but to the poor, to those who are poor in spirit, exactly as God said 
Messiah would.   



 

(ii)  Again, Isaiah writes, as if in the person of the Messiah, “The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives, and freedom to 
prisoners; to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn, to grant those who mourn in Zion, giving them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 
spirit of fainting.  So they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that He may be glorified” (Isa. 61:1-3).   

(iii)  It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick.  To those who 
realized that they were spiritually blind and lame, unclean and deaf, and to those who 
realized that they were spiritually dead, this medicine of the Gospel was offered and was 
being received.   

 
c.  This is the message that Jesus sent back to John to show that He was the Messiah, but with 

one more addition.  He said, “And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me” (v. 6).   
(i)  There were many things which might have caused a person to stumble over Christ:  He 

was born in low circumstances, He was poor, He did not have a prestigious education, He 
was followed by men of no reputation, He was rejected by the religious leaders of His 
day, He taught a strict doctrine of holiness which pricked the consciences of the ungodly, 
and He died the cursed death of the cross.  Perhaps some of these were the reasons John 
faltered temporarily.   

(ii)  But all John had to do was to look at what Jesus had done and what He had said to know 
that Jesus was One not to be stumbled over, but rather to be believed and embraced.  For 
this One was in fact fulfilling what God said Messiah would do and say.   

 
2.  Now the last question I would put to you this morning is have you stumbled over Christ?   

a.  Certainly there are different degrees of stumbling.  John was a true Old Testament believer, 
and yet he stumbled slightly over Christ.  We all face this kind of doubt and wavering at 
some times in our lives.  But what we need to see from this passage is that when we do falter, 
because of some temptation or suffering or because we have grown weak from lack of 
faithfulness to the Lord, we must again look to Christ.  We must see from His works and His 
Words that He is the Messiah, and from the assurance this gives us we must gain a stronger 
hold on Him by faith to overcome the clouds of our doubt.  This will strengthen us, if we will 
only look to Him in faith.   

b.  Even if our stumbling is more serious, so much so that we cannot bring ourselves to see 
Christ as we should, the answer is still the same.  We must still look to Christ, the Great 
Physician of souls, to be healed.  We must consider His Words, the words of eternal life.  We 
must realize that they are from God, for God has attested to them through the miracles of 
Christ.  And we must embrace whole-heartedly this One who has come to save sinners.  
Christ is able to take away our spiritual blindness to cause us to see His glory.  He is able to 
heal our spiritual lameness, so that we may walk on the paths of righteousness.  He is able to 
cleanse us from the spiritual leprosy of sin, open our deaf ears to His truth, and raise us up 
from the dead through His Gospel.  If you are stumbled by Christ, but have had your eyes 
opened to see that your stumbling will end in your destruction, then turn to Christ this 
morning, take hold of Him by faith, and receive His life and His salvation.  There is no other 
Healer.  There is no other Savior.  Christ alone can save you.  He is the Messiah of God!  
Amen.   


