
“Are You Shining His Light?” 

(Mark 4:21-23) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  Jesus has been teaching the multitudes – and His disciples – the 

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.   

1.  He began with the parable of the Sower.   

a.  In it, He explains how the kingdom spreads – through the preaching of His 

Word.   

b.  He explains the different reactions the Word will meet – some will reject it, 

some will receive but not follow it, and some will embrace it whole-

heartedly.   

 

2.  Through this parable, He meant to do three things:   

a.  To instruct His disciples on what to expect – He explained these things to 

them in private.   

b.  To encourage those who could hear to embrace the Gospel.   

c.  And to hide the truth from those who were under God’s judgment.   

(i)  Most fell into this last category.   

(ii)  Because Israel had refused to listen to the Lord, He was now taking His 

truth from them – so that hearing, they might hear and not understand, and 

seeing, they might see and yet not perceive.   

 

d.  From this, remember to,  

(i)  Make sure that you have embraced the Gospel with your whole heart.   

(ii)  Be encouraged that, even though most will reject the Gospel, the Lord 

will bring His people to Himself by giving them ears and eyes when and 

where He wills.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Jesus continues to address the subject of evangelism in what He says next.   

a.  He points the disciples to a lamp and asks:  what are they used for?   

(i)  People don’t bring them into the house to put them under baskets or beds.   

(ii)  They put them on lampstands that they might give light to all who are in 

the room.   

(iii)  Even so, Jesus was giving them His truth, not to hide it, but to declare it 

everywhere (v. 21).   

 

b.  He tells them to hold nothing back.   

(i)  Jesus was now bringing to light everything that had been hidden in the 

Old Covenant.    

(ii)  And He was doing so that they might tell all they heard to others (v. 22).   

(iii)  This was His message to His disciples and to those in the crowd who 

had ears to hear (v. 23) – this is His message to you.   
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2.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, Jesus has called you to be the lamps that shine His truth.   

b.  And second, He calls you to shine as much of His truth as you can to as many 

as you can.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus has called you to be the lamps that shine His truth.   

1.  In our passage, Jesus uses the lamps to refer to His disciples.   

a.  He was entrusting His truth to them.   

(i)  He had given them something of the oil of His Spirit, and would give 

them much more at Pentecost.   

(ii)  And He was revealing to them the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.   

 

b.  And was this only for their benefit?  No.   

(i)  He taught them the things He did – He discipled them – so that they could 

tell others – that was their purpose.   

(ii)  Jesus said to them in His Sermon on the Mount, “You are the light of the 

world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp 

and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all 

who are in the house.  Let your light shine before men in such a way that 

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” 

(Matt. 5:14-16).   

(iii)  They were to let His truth radiate from their lives, that, through their 

words and works, empowered by the Spirit, others might learn, come to 

Him and be saved.   

 

2.  What does this have to do with you this morning?   

a.  Jesus has also given you the oil of His Spirit.   

(i)  Paul tells the Corinthian church, “For by one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 

were all made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13).   

(ii)  It’s your duty to be filled with the Spirit – not with the things of the 

world, “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 

filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord” 

(Eph. 5:18-19).   

(iii)  He has given you His Spirit that you might have power, “For God has 

not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline” (2 

Tim. 1:7).   

(iv)  Because He wants you to be His witnesses, “You will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest 

part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

 

b.  The Lord has also given you His truth.   
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(i)  He charged His disciples to make disciples – a good part of which is 

teaching them the truth, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you” (Matt. 

28:19-20).   

(ii)  You are one of these disciples:   

(a)  He has given you His completed Word – the teaching of the prophets, 

the apostles and of Jesus Himself – He’s held nothing back.   

(b)  He charges you to grow in your knowledge of His Word “grow in the 

grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 

3:18).   

 

c.  And He has done so that you might shine that light to others.   

(i)  Make sure that you are in His Word often, refreshing and refining what 

you know, growing in your understanding.   

(ii)  The more you know the more useful you’ll be; the less you know, the 

less useful you’ll be.   

(iii)  You are a lamp, lit by the Sun of Righteousness – don’t hide His light, 

but let it shine as brightly as you can.   

 

d.  For those of you who don’t know Jesus in a saving way, realize you don’t yet 

have this light.   

(i)  You have nothing of the Spirit.   

(ii)  And any truth you may have is only in your head, not in your heart.   

(iii)  You are in darkness, until Jesus shines His light on you.   

(iv)  This morning, as He shines His truth again to lead you to Himself, don’t 

close your eyes and your heart to it, but receive it, receive Him, and begin 

to walk in His light.   

 

B.  Second, the Lord calls you to shine as much of His truth as you can to as many as 

you can.   

1.  What did Jesus teach His disciples?   

a.  He said, “To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God” (Mark 

4:11).   

(i)  He revealed what was before hidden; He brought to light what had before 

been secret (v. 22).   

(ii)  Paul wrote of himself and those with him, “Let a man regard us in this 

manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 

Cor. 4:1).   

 

b.  He explained everything they needed to know both for life and godliness (2 

Tim. 3:16-17).   

 

2.  How much of this truth did He want them to share with others?  All of it.   



4 

a.  Jesus said to His disciples before He sent them to preach in Israel, “What I 

tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in 

your ear, proclaim upon the housetops” (Matt. 10:27).   

b.  That’s exactly what Paul did.   

(i)  He said to the Ephesian elders, “You yourselves know, from the first day 

that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, serving the 

Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me 

through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you 

anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to 

house, solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward 

God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:18-21).   

(ii)  The fact that he did this faithfully was also why he had a clear 

conscience before God, “Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am 

innocent of the blood of all men.  For I did not shrink from declaring to 

you the whole purpose of God” (vv. 26-27).   

 

3.  What does this say to you as to how much of God’s truth you are to share?   

a.  He wants you also to communicate as much as you can to as many as you 

can.   

(i)  You are to tell others what you know of the whole counsel of God – to let 

your light shine as brightly and widely as possible.   

(ii)  You may not understand or be able to communicate everything Jesus 

said, but if you are a believer, you can certainly understand and 

communicate enough to lead a person to salvation in Jesus.   

(iii)  Not everyone will listen, but some will.   

(iv)  Not everyone will understand everything you say, but they will 

understand something.   

(v)  Not everyone will be saved, but some will.   

 

b.  Don’t forget, you only have a very short time in which to do this.   

(i)  Jesus has lit you with the light of His truth – and though His light burns 

forever, yours will burn only for a few short years, at least in this world.   

(ii)  So while you have time, shine forth with all you have.    

(a)  While you have the strength of your youth, proclaim His truth.   

(b)  While you have the maturity of later years, proclaim His wisdom.   

(c)  Don’t hide the truth He has given you; don’t bury the gifts and graces 

He has entrusted to you to get that truth out.   

(d)  Put your light on the lampstand that many might benefit from it.   

(e)  Don’t forget that when your light finally does burn out in this world, 

the Lord will bring you to a place where it will burn brilliantly forever.   

(f)  Has the Lord given you ears to hear His Word this morning?  Then 

listen and do what He says.  Amen.   
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