
“Are You in the Lord’s Family?” 

(Mark 3:20-21, 31-35) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the unpardonable sin – the only sin the Lord will never 

forgive – the sin the scribes committed when they accused Jesus of casting out demons 

by an unholy spirit.   

a.  We saw that it’s specifically directed against the Holy Spirit.   

b.  That it must be committed with the full consent of the will – no one can force you to 

do it; you can’t commit it accidently.   

c.  That it must be committed in the full knowledge that it is the Spirit you are attacking.   

d.  And that the sin against Him must be serious – calling the Holy Spirit the unholy 

demon of hell certainly falls into that category.   

 

2.  This also showed us why other sins against the Spirit were serious as well.   

a.  Peter appeared to believe that Simon’s sin of attempting to buy the Spirit would not 

be forgiven – he was right.   

b.  The Israelites in the wilderness were condemned not to enter God’s rest because they 

continually stiffened their neck against the Spirit’s leading.   

c.  If you resist the Spirit your whole life and never actually trust Jesus to save you, you 

will be condemned.   

d.  But it’s also clear from Scripture that it’s possible to offend the Spirit to the point 

that He may abandon you long before you die.   

e.  But remember:   

(i)  You haven’t committed this sin if you have any of the Spirit’s saving work in 

your soul – if you love the Lord, hate your sins and want to walk in His ways you 

are forever safe.   

(ii)  You also haven’t committed it if you have any of the Spirit’s work that leads you 

to salvation – such as conviction of sin that turns you to Jesus – if you do, He 

hasn’t abandoned you.   

(iii)  But this stands as a warning not to take any sin against the Spirit lightly.   

(a)  He is the love of God breathed out – the very loveliness of God.  To offend 

Him is very serious.   

(b)  And so turn away from anything that grieves Him and quenches His work.  

Don’t continue to resist Him, or He may give you up.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s look at the last of the three truths in our text.   

a.  Jesus has bound the strong man and opened the door to plundering the devil’s house.   

b.  He goes on now to show how you may know when you or anyone else has been 

plundered – i.e., when you do His will.   

c.  In our passage, we see His family set out to help Him.   
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(i)  Jesus was so thronged by the people around Him He wasn’t taking the time to 

take care of His own needs (remember Samaria).   

(ii)  His family thought He had gone too far and wanted to help Him.   

(iii)  When they finally arrived and sent word they were there, Jesus used this as an 

opportunity to teach the crowd how one could know they were in the kingdom 

and what their relationship is to Him in that kingdom.   

 

2  Let’s look at two things:   

a.  First, if you are a true believer – if you are in God’s kingdom – you will do God’s 

will.   

b.  And second, if you do God’s will, then you are a member of His family.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, if you are a true believer, you will do God’s will.   

1.  This is so clearly taught in the Bible that there shouldn’t be any confusion; but sadly, 

there still is.   

a.  There are still many today – primarily among broad evangelical and dispensational 

churches – that believe obedience is optional.   

(i)  They believe that saying a person must obey if he’s saved is the same as saying 

that he must obey to be saved.   

(ii)  That’s adding works to grace and so destroying it and the Gospel.   

(a)  Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “Now to the one who works, his wage 

is not credited as a favor, but as what is due.  But to the one who does not 

work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as 

righteousness” (4:4-5).   

(b)  And again, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, 

otherwise grace is no longer grace” (Rom. 11:6).   

(c)  And again to the Ephesians, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that 

no one may boast” (2:8-9).   

 

(iii)  We certainly agree with them on this point:  If you ever look to your works or 

trust in them to be saved, you will be lost.  Paul writes,  

(1)  “You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by 

law; you have fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4).   

(2)  “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse” (3:10).   

 

b.  But that’s not what we’re saying; it’s certainly not what Jesus means:   

(i)  There’s a big difference between saying you must obey if you are saved and you 

must obey to be saved.   

(ii)  The two are really as different as the evidence of conversion and the cause of it.   

 (a)  We’ll see in a moment that obedience from heart is the evidence the Lord 

gives that He has saved you.   

(b)  This is far different than saying your obedience earns your salvation.   

(1)  Salvation is a free gift; you can’t buy it.   

(2)  If you try, you’re no longer talking about grace; grace by definition is free.   
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2.  Just consider for a moment all those passages that clearly say you will obey the Lord if 

you really are His child.   

a.  Scripture:   

(i)  “Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices 

righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous” (1 John 3:7).   

(ii)  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter” (Matt. 7:21).   

(iii)  “For this is the will of God, your sanctification” (1 Thes. 4:3).   

(iv)  “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will 

see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).   

(v)  Consider our text, “For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and 

sister and mother” (Mark 3:35).   

 

b.  Consider also what the Bible says about those who don’t obey Him:   

(i)  John writes, “The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned 

from the beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the 

works of the devil.  No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed 

abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  By this the children 

of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice 

righteousness is not of God” (1 John 3:8-10).   

(ii)  And Jesus says, “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name 

perform many miracles?’  And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 

depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness’” (Matt. 7:22-23).   

 

c.  Jesus says if you are a true believer you must do His will.   

(i)  You need to do more than know what it is.   

(ii)  You need to have more than merely approve of it.   

(iii)  You need more than just hoping that one day you’ll get around to it.   

(iv)  You must actually do it.   

(a)  If the Spirit is in you in a saving way, you must – you really won’t want to do 

anything else.   

(b)  The first and foremost evidence that you are a true believer is that you will do 

good works.   

 

d.  And so we’re clear, let me remind you what His will is.   

(i)  It can be summarized in this way:  repent and believe.   

(ii)  You must turn from your sins and trust in His Son, Jesus Christ.   

(a)  Turn from everything you’re doing that’s wrong.   

(b)  Trust in Jesus Christ alone to save you.   

(c)  And do everything He commands you to do.   

(d)  This is evangelical obedience.   
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B.  This brings us to the second point, if you do God’s will, then you are members of His 

family.  Jesus says, “For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and 

mother” (v. 35).   

1.  When Jesus was told His family was outside, He wasn’t trying to slight them.   

a.  The Lord says you should always honor your family.   

(i)  Parents are to love their children and train them in the ways of the Lord.   

(ii)  Children are to honor their parents and listen and submit to them as they seek to 

lead them in the ways of the Lord.   

(iii)  Brothers and sisters are to love each other as themselves.   

 

b.  Jesus would never show disrespect to His family, but would give them the honor that 

was their due.   

 

2.  But He was saying that God’s family is more important than your natural family.   

a.  Jesus wasn’t saying that all His family members were unconverted.   

(i)  His father was likely with the Lord, which is probably why we don’t hear 

anything about him.   

(ii)  His brothers did not believe (John 7:5) – they would be converted later.   

(iii)  Mary was a believer, which was probably also one of the prerequisites to her 

being chosen to be the mother of the Messiah.   

(a)  She was the Lord’s spiritual mother and sister, as well as His natural mother.   

(b)  Notice, by the way, how Jesus doesn’t single Mary out for special 

consideration, which goes against everything the Roman church has to say 

about her.   

 

b.  But He was saying that if you are a true believer – if you have trusted Jesus to save 

you and your life shows that you have through your good works – then you are 

closer to Him than you ever would have been if you had actually been His natural 

brother, sister, father or mother.   

(i)  You who are mothers in His kingdom are His mothers.   

(ii)  You spiritual ladies are His sisters; you spiritual men are His brothers.   

(iii)  And you are as near and dear to Him as those titles suggest.   

(iv)  If you are in His family this morning, then be glad:   

(a)  This is one relationship you will never lose.  

(b)  Jesus’ Father will always be your Father; He will always be your loving 

Savior, Lord and brother; and His brethren will always be your family.   

 

(v)  But if you are someone who doesn’t obey and so don’t have this relationship, 

remember the many warnings of what could happen to you if you remain in that 

condition.   

(vi)  If you would know His love and mercy this morning – if you would be part of 

His family – trust in His Son, turn from your sins, and begin to obey Him from 

the heart by His grace.  Amen.   

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


