
“Are All Sins Equally Bad” 
(Luke 12:47-48) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We were considering how the commandments show us our need of Christ.   
a.  They show us God’s standard - perfection.   
b.  By measuring our lives by it, we see we fall short.   
c.  Disneyland has measurements on many of their rides – you must be “this” tall 

to ride.   
d.  God’s standard shows us how righteous we must be to enter into life:  we must 

be perfectly righteous – do everything right and nothing wrong.   
e.  But of course, unless we see our true measurement, we don’t see how much we 

need Him.   
  

2.  Last week, we attempted to do this:   
a.  God tells us we fail everyday in thought, word and deed.   
b.  Though redeemed, we still have sin in our hearts.   
c.  That sin mixes itself into what we think, into what we intend to do and why, 

into what we say, and certainly into everything we actually do.   
d.  It’s true that if all we had to do was what God commands outwardly, we would 

fare better than we do.   
e.  But it’s not just outward, it’s inward:  our motive must be pure – love for God – 

our goal must be one – His glory.   
f.  We can’t be divided, but we are, and so what we do is unacceptable to God.   
g.  In terms of Disneyland’s height requirements, it would be like a measuring line 

lifted infinitely into the sky – we wouldn’t measure up.   
h.  The same is true with God’s standard – we don’t measure up, but fall infinitely 

short.   
i.  If we deny this:  we are deceiving ourselves, calling God a liar, and are in 

serious danger.   
j.  But if we confess this, turn from our sins, embrace Christ, then we will find 

forgiveness and life.   
k.  These things that make the unbeliever hate God all the more, are actually turned 

into praise by Christ – the more He forgives, the more thankful we are.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  But our need of Christ is brought out even clearer by two more considerations:   

a.  First, every sin, even the smallest, deserves – we don’t like to hear this, but here 
it comes – everlasting damnation in hell.  And we don’t have one sin, but many, 
some very serious.   

b.  Second, every sin is serious, but some are worse than others:   
(i)  Every sin deserves an eternity of hell.   
(ii)  But some sins deserve more hell than others.   
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(iii)  And the scary thing is that God gives more.   
 
2.  This evening, let’s consider how much more we have to thank Jesus for saving us, 

by looking at these things.     
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what does every sin deserve?   
1.  Every sin deserves death – eternal death.   

a.  Our passage clearly deals with Christ’s Second Coming and final judgment.   
(i)  Christ speaks of His coming as being unexpected:   

(a)  His disciples are to be dressed in readiness, keeping their lamps lit, as 
men waiting for their Master to return from the wedding feast, so that 
they may immediately open the door to Him when He knocks (vv. 35-36).   

(b)  They are to be ready and on the alert, since they don’t know when He is 
coming.  “You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that 
you do not expect” (v. 40).   

 
(ii)  Those who are ready for His return will be blessed.  “Blessed is that slave 

whom his master finds so doing when he comes.  Truly I say to you, that he 
will put him in charge of all his possessions” (vv. 43-44).   

(iii)  But those who aren’t will be cursed, “But if that slave says in his heart, 
‘My master will be a long time in coming,’ and begins to beat the slaves, 
both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk; the master of that 
slave will come on a day when he does not expect him, and at an hour he 
does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and assign him a place with the 
unbelievers” (vv. 45-46).   

 
b.  Clearly this is final judgment language.   

(i)  Jesus warns of that this servant will be cut into pieces; he will be assigned a 
place with the unbelievers and giving them either many or few lashes.   

(ii)  What can this refer to but hell?   
(iii)  These things don’t happen in heaven to the redeemed, for there are no 

pains or tears or sorrows in heaven.  John writes, “And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and 
He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself 
shall be among them, and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away’” (Rev. 21:3-4).   

(iv)  These things refers to hell, more precisely, the lake of fire, everlasting 
burnings.   

 
2.  Why is the punishment for sin eternal death?   

a.  Because that is what all sin deserves.   
(i)  We might think:  So a man is born with Adam’s sin.   
(ii)  So he has a heart filled with hatred against God and righteousness.   
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(iii)  So he spends 70, 80, 90 years disobeying and dishonoring God, not loving 
his neighbor as he should.   

(iv)  How does 90 years of sinning – whatever the sins may be – equal an 
eternity of suffering in hell?   

 
b.  It’s because of the One sinned against.   

(i)  A man doesn’t sin merely against another man, his wife, his children, or 
even himself.   

(ii)  Every sin is committed against an infinitely holy and righteous God.   
(iii)  Every sin is committed against infinite goodness and mercy.   
(iv)  That makes every sin infinitely serious in God’s eyes.   
(v)  And that is why hell goes on forever.   
(vi)  Thomas Watson writes, “The torments of hell abide for ever. . . . If all the 

earth and sea were sand, and every thousandth year a bird should come, and 
take away one grain of this sand, it would be a long time ere that vast heap 
of sand were emptied; yet, if after all that time the damned may come out of 
hell, there were some hope; but this word "ever" breaks the heart” (Golden 
Treasury).   

(vii)  Man can never suffer enough to pay his debt to justice, which is why it 
must continue forever.   

(viii)  But Christ – who is infinitely worthy, because God and man – can suffer 
enough and has suffered enough on the cross, and offers life to those who 
will receive Him.   

(ix)  But the point is, every sin deserves eternal damnation.   
 

B.  Second, do all sins deserve the same punishment?  No.   
1.  Some sins are worse than others.   

a.  Notice in our passage, the distinction between slave number one and two:   
(i)  Slave one knew his Master’s will, but did not get ready, did not do what his 

Master wanted – he receives many lashes – greater punishment because he 
sinned against greater knowledge.   

(ii)  Slave two didn’t know his Master’s will, but also did not get ready or do 
his Master’s will – he receives few – lesser punishment because less 
knowledge.   

(iii)  Both are justly sentenced to hell, but one is punished more severely, 
because he was guilty of greater sin, because he sinned against greater light.   

 
b.  There are many things that can make sin more serious.  The Westminster 

Larger Catechism mentions several:  “What are those aggravations that make 
some sins more heinous than others?  A. Sins receive their aggravations 1. 
From the persons offending:  if they be of riper age, greater experience or grace, 
eminent for profession, gifts, place, office, guides to others, and whose example 
is likely to be followed by others.  2. From the parties offended:  if immediately 
against God, his attributes, and worship; against Christ, and his grace; the Holy 
Spirit, his witness, and workings; against superiors, men of eminency, and such 
as we stand especially related and engaged unto; against any of the saints, 
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particularly weak brethren, the souls of them, or any other, and the common 
good of all or many.  3. From the nature and quality of the offence:  if it be 
against the express letter of the law, break many commandments, contain in it 
many sins:  if not only conceived in the heart, but breaks forth in words and 
actions, scandalize others, and admit of no reparation:  if against means, 
mercies, judgments, light of nature, conviction of consciousness, publick or 
private admonition, censures of the church, civil punishments; and our prayers, 
purposes, promises, vows, covenants, and engagements to God or men:  if done 
deliberately, wilfully, presumptuously, impudently, boastingly, maliciously, 
frequently, obstinately, with delight, continuance, or relapsing after repentance.  
4. From circumstances of time and place:  if on the Lord's day, or other times of 
divine worship; or immediately before or after these, or other helps to prevent 
or remedy such miscarriages:  if in publick, or in the presence of others, who 
are thereby likely to be provoked or defiled” (WLC 151).   

 
2.  Of course, God, being righteous and just, must take all these things into account 

and then must judge accordingly.   
a.  More is required from the one who has been given much (v. 48).   
b.  The Lake of fire is more severe for the one who sins more.   

(i)  “And that slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in 
accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one who did not 
know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few” 
(vv. 47-48).   

(ii)  It won’t be pleasant for anyone; all will be in excruciating pain.   
(iii)  But if one sin merits this punishment, how much does two merit, three, 

three thousand, three million?   
(iv)  If some sins are worse than others, how much more punishment will be 

poured out for those greater sins?   
(v)  Some have suggested that the sins committed in hell or the lake of fire will 

also be punished with greater severity.   
(vi)  If that’s true, then punishment increases throughout all time and eternity.   
 

3.  Since these things are true, how thankful should we be to Christ for saving us from 
our sins?   
a.  Any sin deserves everlasting punishment.   
b.  Worse sins deserve worse punishment.   
c.  We sin every day in word, thought and deed.   
d.  When we were without Christ, we perhaps committed serious sins.   
e.  Since we’ve come to Christ, we’ve sinned against greater light.   
f.  But none of these sins can condemn us in Christ; He has forgiven all.   
g.  The Puritans believed a sanctified remembering of our sins should cause us to 

be more humble, thankful and zealous.  They were right.   
h.  The one who is forgiven much is thankful much (Luke 7:47).  Let’s bow and 

consider how thankful we should be for His mercy on us.  Amen.   


