
Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Teaching Notes 
Year:     1 of 4  Week:  12 
Quarter: 2 of 4 Bible Study/Survey 
Lesson Title: How did NT characters handle the OT? 
Lesson Purpose: To examine the various ways in which NT writers used the OT, to help us 

in our understanding of the principles of Biblical interpretation. 

1. Introduction 
So far we have seen: 

q Bible transmission, Bible translation, Versions of the Bible 
q Tools for Bible study – concordances, atlases, dictionaries, language tools etc 
q Principles of Biblical interpretation 
q We have put the tools to use in studying a passage. 

This week, we will examine how Christ and the NT writers used the OT – this can give us 
useful guidelines for our own Bible study. Look at the passages below and write in the box on 
the right how the OT is being used in each case. 

2. How did Christ use the OT? 
 
Scripture Text Use 
Matthew 6:28 “And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field 
grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory 
clothed himself like one of these.  

 

Matthew 9:12 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It is not those who are healthy who need a 
physician, but those who are sick. 13 “But go and learn what this means: ‘I DESIRE 
COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  

 

Matthew 11:4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and 
see: 5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. 6 “And blessed is 
he who does not take offense at Me.”  

 

Matthew 12:41 “The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and 
will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here. 42 “The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at the 
judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.  

 

Matthew 15:3 And He answered and said to them, “Why do you yourselves transgress the 
commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 “For God said, ‘HONOR YOUR FATHER 
AND MOTHER,’ and, ‘HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH.’ 5 “But 
you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever I have that would help you has 
been given to God,” 6 he is not to honor his father or his mother.’ And by this you invalidated 
the word of God for the sake of your tradition.  

 

Matthew 24:37 “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 “For as 
in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came 
and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 “Then there will be two 
men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 “Two women will be grinding at the 
mill; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know 
which day your Lord is coming.  

 

Matthew 12:1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His 
disciples became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and eat. 2 But when the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples do what is not lawful to do on a 
Sabbath.” 3 But He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he became hungry, 
he and his companions, 4 how he entered the house of God, and they ate the consecrated 
bread, which was not lawful for him to eat nor for those with him, but for the priests alone? 5 
“Or have you not read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple break the 
Sabbath and are innocent? 6 “But I say to you that something greater than the temple is here. 
7 “But if you had known what this means, ‘I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT A SACRIFICE,’ you 
would not have condemned the innocent.  

 

Luke 17:31 “On that day, the one who is on the housetop and whose goods are in the house 
must not go down to take them out; and likewise the one who is in the field must not turn back. 
32 “Remember Lot’s wife. 33 “Whoever seeks to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life will preserve it.  

 

Luke 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the 
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.  

 

John 8:39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you 
are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abraham.  

 



3. How did NT writers use the OT? 
 
Matthew 1:1 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham: 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, …………….. 15 Eliud 
was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob. 16 
Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called 
the Messiah. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from 
David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon 
to the Messiah, fourteen generations.  

 

Matthew 1:22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL 
CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “GOD WITH US.”  

 

Romans 4:19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as 
dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20 yet, with 
respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory 
to God, 21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 
22 Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 23 Now not for his sake only 
was it written that it was credited to him, 24 but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as 
those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 He who was delivered 
over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.  

 

Romans 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who 
are descended from Israel; 7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s 
descendants, but: “THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE NAMED.” 8 That is, it is not the 
children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as 
descendants. 9 For this is the word of promise: “AT THIS TIME I WILL COME, AND SARAH SHALL 
HAVE A SON.” 10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins 
by one man, our father Isaac; 11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done 
anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand, not because 
of works but because of Him who calls, 12 it was said to her, “THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE 
YOUNGER.” 13 Just as it is written, “JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED.” 14 What shall we say 
then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15 For He says to Moses, “I 
WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE 
COMPASSION.” 16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on 
God who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED 
YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED 
THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.” 18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He 
hardens whom He desires.  

 

Romans 11:2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what 
the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 3 “Lord, 
THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, 
AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE.” 4 But what is the divine response to him? “I HAVE KEPT for 
Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL.” 5 In the same way 
then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious 
choice. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer 
grace.  

 

1 Corinthians 5:13 But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM 
AMONG YOURSELVES.  

 

1 Corinthians 9:9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, “YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE 
HE IS THRESHING.” God is not concerned about oxen, is He? 10 Or is He speaking altogether for 
our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and 
the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops.  

 

1 Corinthians 10:1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all 
under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual 
drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 
5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the 
wilderness. 6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil 
things as they also craved. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, “THE 
PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY.” 8 Nor let us act immorally, as 
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. 9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some 
of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. 10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and 
they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:12 For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person 
has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For this is not for the ease of others and for 
your affliction, but by way of equality— 14 at this present time your abundance being a supply 
for their need, so that their abundance also may become a supply for your need, that there 
may be equality; 15 as it is written, “HE WHO gathered MUCH DID NOT HAVE TOO MUCH, AND HE 
WHO gathered LITTLE HAD NO LACK.”  

 

Galatians 3:16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, 
“And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ.  

 



Galatians 4:21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. 23 
But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free 
woman through the promise. 24 This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two 
covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is 
Hagar. 25 Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, 
for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. 
27 For it is written, “REJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO DOES NOT BEAR; BREAK FORTH AND SHOUT, 
YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR; FOR MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE THAN OF 
THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND.” 28 And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But 
as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born 
according to the Spirit, so it is now also. 30 But what does the Scripture say? “CAST OUT THE 
BONDWOMAN AND HER SON, FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE AN HEIR WITH THE 
SON OF THE FREE WOMAN.” 31 So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of 
the free woman. 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and 
do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.  

 

1 Timothy 2:12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to 
remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam 
who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.  

 

2 Timothy 3:6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak 
women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, 7 always learning and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so 
these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith. 9 But 
they will not make further progress; for their folly will be obvious to all, just as Jannes’s and 
Jambres’s folly was also.  

 

Hebrews 1:5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, “YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE 
BEGOTTEN YOU”? And again, “I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME”? 6 And 
when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD 
WORSHIP HIM.” 7 And of the angels He says, “WHO MAKES HIS ANGELS WINDS, AND HIS 
MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE.” 8 But of the Son He says, “YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND 
EVER, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM. 9 “YOU HAVE LOVED 
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU 
WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS.” 10 And, “YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING 
LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; 11 
THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD LIKE A GARMENT, 12 AND 
LIKE A MANTLE YOU WILL ROLL THEM UP; LIKE A GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED. BUT YOU 
ARE THE SAME, AND YOUR YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END.” 13 But to which of the angels has 
He ever said, “SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR 
FEET”? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those 
who will inherit salvation?  

 

Hebrews 4:6 Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good 
news preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 He again fixes a certain 
day, “Today,” saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, “TODAY IF 
YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS.” 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, He 
would not have spoken of another day after that. 9 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the 
people of God. 10 For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his 
works, as God did from His. 11 Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will 
fall, through following the same example of disobedience.  

 

Hebrews 9  
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 2 For by it the men of old gained approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are 
visible. 4 By faith Abel…,Enoch…., Noah…., Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Joseph, Moses, 
Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, the prophets… Hebrews 12:1 
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

 

James 5:10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke 
in the name of the Lord. 11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the 
endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of 
compassion and is merciful.  

 

James 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 17 Elijah was a 
man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain 
on the earth for three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain 
and the earth produced its fruit.  

 

1 Peter 3:1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if 
any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of 
their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 3 Your adornment must not 

 



be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let 
it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, 
who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just 
as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what 
is right without being frightened by any fear.  
2 Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 
committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient 
world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a 
flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would 
live ungodly lives thereafter;  

 

1 John 3:11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another; 12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what 
reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do 
not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.  

 

Jude 1:5 Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, 
after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not 
believe. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, 
He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these 
indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in 
undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.  

 

 

4. Conclusions 
This list is very far from being exhaustive.  Writers often use the OT to proved Jesus is the 
Christ by genealogy or fulfilled prophecy or typology.  There are some examples of this above. 
From the list above, though, what are other major ways that Christ and the NY writers made 
use of the OT in their writings?  What do you think we should learn from this?  Are there any 
principles we can apply ourselves here as we read the OT? What are they? 


