
“An Outpouring of the Spirit” 
(Jeremiah 2:1-3)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw not only that the Lord ministers to the physical needs of His 

people, but especially to their spiritual needs.   

a.  The Lord gave them food and drink, and made sure their clothes didn’t wear 

out for forty years.   

b.  But more importantly, He gave them three prophecies to lay hold of by faith:   

(i)  First, that the Messiah would be a great King who would rise from Jacob, 

and crush through the forehead of Moab.   

(a)  Balak wanted to hear of Israel’s demise, but ended up hearing of his 

own instead:  God is a God of reversals for His people.   

(b)  But the prophecy pointed beyond this to the destruction of Satan and 

his kingdom:  as the seed of the woman would crush the head of the 

serpent, so this King would rise up, smite the head of Satan, and take 

control of the world (leitmotif).   

 

(ii)  Second, that Messiah would be a prophet like Moses:   

(a)  He would be a Mediator, equipped with all the authority necessary to 

redeem His people from the kingdom of darkness.   

(b)  He would be a prophet, priest and king:  in declaring God’s will, in 

laying down His life, and in ruling, shepherding and defending them.   

(c)  He has come and this is precisely what He is and what He has done.   

 

(iii)  Finally, the Lord told them what they, as a nation, would eventually do 

with this Messiah:   

(a)  They would provoke Him to jealousy with their idols.   

(b)  And so He would turn to another people to make them jealous.   

 

2.  All these prophecies were meant to be spiritual beneficial to Israel, to be a 

means to point them to Christ:  their purpose hasn’t changed.   

a.  Christ is the only King who has fought against and defeated Satan:  If you 

want to escape Satan’s power and God’s judgment for your sins, you must 

turn to Him.   

b.  Jesus is the prophet like Moses, the only Mediator between God and man:  If 

you want salvation – to be reconciled to God – you must come through Him.   

c.  And, if you turn away from Jesus and try to come to God any other way, you 

won’t be saved:  He is the only way to the Father, you must trust in Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  We see in our passage that many of the second generation Israelites did:  they 

saw the Messiah through faith, trusted in Him and were saved.   
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a.  Most of the older generation perished in the wilderness, with the exception of 

Joshua and Caleb.   

b.  Many in the second generation were also unfaithful, as we saw in God’s 

judgment at Peor (Balaam).   

c.  But many of them were also genuine believers:   

(i)  Before the Lord brought this generation into the land, at the time He 

established the Jewish church, He poured His Spirit out on them, much 

like what He did at Pentecost.   

(ii)  This is how He did now to advance His work of redemption.   

 

2.  We’ll consider two things this morning:   

a.  First, that the Israelites the Lord brought out of Egypt were in fact ungodly 

for the most part.   

b.  But second, the Lord in His infinite mercy was pleased to pour His Spirit out 

on the next generation to establish His church.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that the Jews the Lord redeemed from Egypt were for the most 

part ungodly.   

1.  We shouldn’t be surprised since it had been over 400 years since Jacob went 

down into Egypt.   

a.  The Jews had been immersed in the idolatry of Egypt their whole lives; when 

you have this kind of upbringing, you are bound to face serious problems, 

unless the Lord mercifully intervenes.   

b.  In this case, He didn’t.  Listen to what He says about this generation through 

Ezekiel, “Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘Thus 

says the Lord GOD, “Do you come to inquire of Me?  As I live,” declares the 

Lord GOD, ‘I will not be inquired of by you.”’  Will you judge them, will 

you judge them, son of man?  Make them know the abominations of their 

fathers; and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “On the day when I 

chose Israel and swore to the descendants of the house of Jacob and made 

Myself known to them in the land of Egypt, when I swore to them, saying, I 

am the LORD your God, on that day I swore to them, to bring them out from 

the land of Egypt into a land that I had selected for them, flowing with milk 

and honey, which is the glory of all lands.  I said to them, ‘Cast away, each of 

you, the detestable things of his eyes, and do not defile yourselves with the 

idols of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.’  But they rebelled against Me and 

were not willing to listen to Me; they did not cast away the detestable things 

of their eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt.  Then I resolved to pour 

out My wrath on them, to accomplish My anger against them in the midst of 

the land of Egypt.  But I acted for the sake of My name, that it should not be 

profaned in the sight of the nations among whom they lived, in whose sight I 

made Myself known to them by bringing them out of the land of Egypt.  So I 

took them out of the land of Egypt and brought them into the wilderness.  I 

gave them My statutes and informed them of My ordinances, by which, if a 

man observes them, he will live.  Also I gave them My sabbaths to be a sign 
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between Me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD who 

sanctifies them.  But the house of Israel rebelled against Me in the 

wilderness.  They did not walk in My statutes and they rejected My 

ordinances, by which, if a man observes them, he will live; and My sabbaths 

they greatly profaned.  Then I resolved to pour out My wrath on them in the 

wilderness, to annihilate them.  But I acted for the sake of My name, that it 

should not be profaned in the sight of the nations, before whose sight I had 

brought them out.  Also I swore to them in the wilderness that I would not 

bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and 

honey, which is the glory of all lands, because they rejected My ordinances, 

and as for My statutes, they did not walk in them; they even profaned My 

sabbaths, for their heart continually went after their idols”’” (Eze. 20:3-16).   

c.  If this was their spiritual condition, we shouldn’t be surprised that they made 

the golden calf and turned back to Egypt when they thought Moses was dead.   

 

2.  Because of their ungodliness, God swore that they would not enter into His rest.   

a.  They erred in their hearts; they didn’t know the Lord.   

b.  As the author to the Hebrews tells us, they didn’t have faith and so were 

unable to enter into God’s rest.   

 

B.  But the second generation was different:   

1.  God renewed the covenant with them and brought them into the Promised Land:    

a.  “Your children, however, whom you said would become a prey – I will bring 

them in, and they will know the land which you have rejected” (Num. 14:31).   

b.  He did this even though many of them were not converted.   

(i)  There were many among them who didn’t know the Lord.   

(ii)  The Lord continued through Ezekiel, “I said to their children in the 

wilderness, ‘Do not walk in the statutes of your fathers or keep their 

ordinances or defile yourselves with their idols.  I am the LORD your 

God; walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances and observe them.  

Sanctify My sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between Me and you, that 

you may know that I am the LORD your God.’  But the children rebelled 

against Me; they did not walk in My statutes, nor were they careful to 

observe My ordinances, by which, if a man observes them, he will live; 

they profaned My sabbaths.  So I resolved to pour out My wrath on them, 

to accomplish My anger against them in the wilderness.  But I withdrew 

My hand and acted for the sake of My name, that it should not be profaned 

in the sight of the nations in whose sight I had brought them out.  Also I 

swore to them in the wilderness that I would scatter them among the 

nations and disperse them among the lands, because they had not observed 

My ordinances, but had rejected My statutes and had profaned My 

sabbaths, and their eyes were on the idols of their fathers” (Eze. 20:18-24).   

(iii)  We saw before that when Balak hired Balaam to curse them and failed, 

Balaam told him how to turn God against them:  by sending harlots from 

both Midian and Moab to tempt them into idolatry.  Many of them fell into 

sin and were destroyed by God’s judgment.   
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(iv)  The song Moses taught the Israelites also indicated that they would later 

turn away from the Lord and be driven into exile.   

(v)  It’s no wonder the Lord said regarding those under the Old Covenant, 

“They did not continue in My covenant, and I did not care for them” (Heb. 

8:9).   

 

2.  But though many of them were ungodly, there appeared to be many who 

actually did believe and trust in the Lord.   

a.  There is always a remnant according to God’s gracious choice – in this case, 

that remnant was significant.   

b.  Realizing that this ultimately doesn’t depend on the people themselves, but 

on God’s mercy, we need to see this as a time when the Lord was pleased to 

pour out of His Spirit on His people:   

(i)  Consider our text, “Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, 

‘Thus says the LORD, “I remember concerning you the devotion of your 

youth, the love of your betrothals, your following after Me in the 

wilderness, through a land not sown.  Israel was holy to the LORD, the 

first of His harvest.  All who ate of it became guilty; evil came upon 

them,” declares the LORD’” (Jer. 2:2-3).   

(a)  Israel was holy, devoted to the Lord.   

(b)  They loved the Lord as a betrothed bride loves her husband.   

(c)  They followed the Lord into the wilderness.   

(d)  Apparently they had learned a valuable lesson from their parents’ sins.   

 

(ii)  The trials in the wilderness had a different effect on them:  awakening 

them, convincing them of God’s justice and mercy, humbling them, 

putting them in a frame of mind to receive the Lord’s salvation.   

(a)  While the Lord was pouring His judgment out on those Israelites who 

didn’t believe, He was pouring His Spirit out on these and awakening 

them through His judgments.   

(b)  Moses wrote, “You shall remember all the way which the LORD your 

God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might 

humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you 

would keep His commandments or not.  He humbled you and let you be 

hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your 

fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not 

live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of 

the mouth of the LORD” (Deu. 8:2-3).   

(c)  These seem to have embraced the Lord.  He says of them in Hosea 

13:5, “I knew you in the wilderness, in the land of drought.”   

(d)  God’s judgment on His people at Kadesh-Barnea, at Peor, and in the 

case of Korah, was mainly against the older generation – the men of 

war, the elders of the people, whom the Lord had sentenced to wander 

in the wilderness until they were dead.   
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(iii)  We see other indications that the Lord used this time in the wilderness to 

prepare them for His mercies.   

(a)  The Lord fought for them and gave them the land of Canaan.   

(1)  First, by overcoming Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of 

Bashan, both of whom were giants who possessed the land east of 

the Jordan.   

(2)  And then by overcoming the rest of the Canaanites.   

(3)  They were victorious because they trusted in the Lord.  Joshua said 

to them, “But you are to cling to the LORD your God, as you have 

done to this day” (23:8).   

 

(b)  When they became polluted by Achan’s sin, they purged themselves 

of his evil.   

(c)  When the two and a half tribes east of the Jordan built the altar of 

burnt offering, they immediately confronted them.   

(d)  The Lord renewed His covenant with while they were still in the 

wilderness (Deu. 29):  when the Lord poured out His Spirit, His people 

would turn to Him again and renew their covenant with Him, as they 

also did in the days of Hezekiah and Josiah.   

(e)  As a part of that renewal, those who hadn’t been circumcised received 

that sign, showing that they were God’s people and that the Lord was 

their God.   

(f)  After this generation died off, we read in Judges that another 

generation arose that did not know the Lord, implying that they did, 

“Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age 

of one hundred and ten. . . .  All that generation also were gathered to 

their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not 

know the LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel.  Then 

the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD and served the 

Baals” (2:8, 9-11).   

(g)  This may have been the time when Israel was at her strongest 

spiritually:  at the time of her founding in the days of Moses and 

Joshua, just as the Christian church was strongest in the days of its 

founding during the days of the apostles.   

(h)  Because of the work ahead of them – the conquest of Canaan – the 

Lord powerfully poured out of His Spirit to advance His work.   

 

III.  Application:  In applying this, let’s consider two things.   

A.  First, the warning implied in the older generation’s disobedience.   

1.  The Lord left us this record so that we might know the consequences of unbelief 

and avoid it.   

a.  Paul writes, “Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we 

would not crave evil things as they also craved” (1 Cor. 10:6).   

b.  “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written 

for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come” (v. 11).   
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c.   “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall” (v. 

12).   

 

2.  None of us have arrived, none of us are above falling.   

a.  We must constantly watch ourselves and guard our hearts.   

b.  We especially need to rely on the Lord’s strength:  “No temptation has 

overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will 

not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 

temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to 

endure it” (v. 13).   

c.  If we trust in the Lord, He will not let us fall away.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider the absolute need of revival for God’s work to move 

forward.   

1.  Without His Spirit, we have nothing more than our own strength to do the work.   

a.  The Spirit is the Lord’s gracious help; apart from Him, we can do nothing of 

any spiritual value:  “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in 

Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” 

(John 15:5).   

b.  With His help, however, we can do whatever He asks, “I can do all things 

through Him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).   

c.  If the Lord doesn’t help us, if He doesn’t go with us, we won’t accomplish 

anything.   

 

2.  Corporate revival is in the Lord’s hands, but personal revival is within each of 

our reaches.   

a.  God is absolute sovereign as to when and where He will pour out of His 

Spirit upon a people or a nation:  we ought always to be praying that He 

would.   

b.  But personal revival is our responsibility.   

(i)  Paul writes, “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but 

be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 

always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

God, even the Father” (Eph. 5:18-20).   

(ii)  This is a command, and it is our warrant to expect that if we seek to be 

filled with the Spirit, the Lord will fill us:  that’s what personal revival is 

all about.   

(iii)  And so if you would be useful to the Lord this morning, flee from the 

sins that plagued the first generation of Israelites and seek after the Spirit 

the Lord poured on the second.  Amen.   


