
”An Acceptable Sacrifice” 
(Philippians 4:14-20) 

Introduction: A couple of weeks ago you were given the opportunity 
to give to a very special cause in the life of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church called the Thank Offering. This offering is 
collected each year to supplement the money which is regularly 
given by each church to meet the needs of the denomination as a 
whole. Very few of our churches would be able to send out and 
support an overseas missionary, or plant a new church in another 
city, or to organize and run a committee that would seek to bring 
educational materials to build up and edify that church. But this 
is one of the beauties of the Presbyterian church. We are not just 
individual churches which are associated with one another only by 
the name that we wear. Rather, we are tied together by the Lord’s 
own declaration that there is only one church, though it may be 
scattered in various congregations throughout the world, and we are 
individually members one of another. Because of this, we can do 
things collectively, which we could not do as individual 
congregations. The elders which Christ has ordained in our church 
as a whole thought it wise, that they not overtax the churches by 
asking too much of each to contribute toward these causes. So they 
request each church every year to take up this special offering to 
try and supplement the work which is ongoing: to send more 
missionaries to the foreign field, to plant and to help sustain 
more churches in our own country, and to supply to the people of 
God more materials to instruct and educate them. This offering is 
to be over and above our regular giving so that the rest of the 
needs of the church do not suffer. But the important thing that I 
want you to to see in this, is that when you give to the church 
your regular tithes and offerings, and when you give to the special 
offerings which are collected in our denomination, you are not 
giving to an organization, nor are you merely giving to man, but 
you are in fact giving to God. 

for their revived concern for him in sending a gift to help sustain 
him. He had just told them that even if they had not sent their 
gift that he would still be content, for he had learned that 
precious secret through the Lord’s gracious dealings with him to be 
content in any situation. But he was always appreciative when the 
people of God were obedient to the Lord’s command to support their 
ministers. He had just received the gift which Epaphroditus had 
brought, and he had everything that he needed in full. But Paul 
here reveals to them what they are in fact doing. They are not 
giving simply to men, but to God. And because they are, God has 
committed Himself, as well, to meet their needs. And what I want 
you to see from this text this morning is, 

In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he has just thanked them 

When you give to the work of God’s kingdom, you are 
actually offering to God a sacrifice which He will graciously 
reward. 

obedience to the Lord, you are not giving to man, but to God; 
and secondly, that when you give to God in this way, He will 

First, I want you to see that when you give out of 
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graciously reward you. 

I. When You Give Towards the Needs of God’s Ministers, You Are 
Actually Giving Something to God. 
A. The Philippians Had Done Far More than Any of the Other 

Churches in Meeting the Needs of Paul. 
1.  They shared in Paul’s afflictions by participating in 

2. After Paul left Macedonia, on his second missionary 
meeting his needs. 

journey, they were the only church to share in his 
work through giving. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

Paul had founded other churches and had contact 
with them, and yet the Philippians alone were 
intent on putting their love for Paul into action. 
After he left Philippi, he went to Thessalonica, 
and twice they sent their gifts to meet his needs 
and to allow him to further his preaching of the 
gospel. 
When he was in Corinth, after he had left 
Thessalonica and Berea, they helped him there as 
well. He writes to the church at Corinth, ”AND 
WHEN I WAS PRESENT WITH YOU AND WAS IN NEED, I WAS 
NOT A BURDEN TO ANYONE; FOR WHEN THE BRETHREN CAME 
FROM MACEDONIA, THEY FULLY SUPPLIED MY NEED, AND IN 
EVERYTHING I KEPT MYSELF FROM BEING A BURDEN TO 
YOU, AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO” (2 Cor. 11 :9 ) .  
The Philippian church had time and again given to 
support Paul in order to free him up to minister 
the gospel. Yes, Paul was able to support himself, 
and he often did. But if the Lord’s people were 
able to support him, then he could devote himself 
to that most important work of preaching the 
gospel. 

3. And now, at the end of his journeys, imprisoned in 
Rome, the Philippians are again sending him a gift to 
sustain him, even in the hand of Epaphroditus, who 
almost gave up his life to deliver it to Paul and to 
minister to his needs. 
a. Paul says, ”BUT I HAVE RECEIVED EVERYTHING IN FULL, 

b. These things he received at the hands of 
AND HAVE AN ABUNDANCE; I AM AMPLY SUPPLIED.” 

Epaphroditus, who, earlier we had seen, nearly gave 
up his life to bring them to Paul and to minister 
to him. 

B .  In Doing This Paul Says that They Have Offered unto God an 
Acceptable Sacrifice Which Is Well-Pleasing to Him. 
1.  When the people of God give to the Lord’s work, they 

are not simply giving to those to whom the money is 
sent, but they are giving to God. 
a. If they were merely giving to a man and the work of 

man, then God would not credit that work to their 
account. 

it is credited to them. He calls it ”A FRAGRANT 
b. It is because they are giving it to the Lord, that 
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AROMA, AN ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE, WELL-PLEASING TO 
GOD. ” 

c. And this is the main reason that Paul rejoices in 
their gift. It is not that he is seeking to gain 
something from them, but rather that they would 
profit before the Lord, ”NOT THAT I SEEK THE GIFT 
ITSELF, BUT I SEEK FOR THE PROFIT WHICH INCREASES 
TO YOUR ACCOUNT” (v. 17). 

2. And these gifts are accepted by God as that which is 
pleasing in His sight. 
a. It is not the money that is precious in the sight 

of God. Such things are worthless to Him. 
(i) I once heart a pastor expound this verse to 

say that it was the money that was sweet 
smell ing in God’s nostri Is. 
But money is nowhere in the Scriptures of any 
value in the sight of God. It is only of any 
worth in the sight of man. 

(ii) 

b. Rather, it was their intent, their heart in the 
sacrificing of their gifts which was pleasing in 
His sight. 
(i) Paul calls this act of love ”a fragrant 

aroma.” It is like the sacrifice of Noah, 
after he got off of the ark, where it is said, 
”AND THE LORD SMELLED THE SOOTHING AROMA’ AND 
THE LORD SAID TO HIMSELF, ’I WILL NEVER AGAIN 
CURSE THE GROUND ON ACCOUNT OF MAN” (Gen. 
8:21), or like the sacrifices of the Old 
Testament people of God when they brought 
their offerings with faith, ”AND THE PRIEST 
SHALL OFFER IT UP IN SMOKE ON THE ALTAR ON THE 
WOOD WHICH IS ON THE FIRE; IT IS A BURNT 
OFFERING, AN OFFERING BY FIRE OF A SOOTHING 
AROMA TO THE LORD” (Lev. 1:17)> or like the 
faithful Christian who in obedience seeks to 
bring the knowledge of Christ to those outside 
of the church, ”FOR WE ARE A FRAGRANCE OF 
CHRIST TO GOD AMONG THOSE WHO ARE BEING SAVED 
AND AMONG THOSE WHO ARE PERISHING; TO THE ONE 
AN AROMA FROM DEATH TO DEATH, TO THE OTHER AN 
AROMA FROM LIFE TO LIFE” (2 Cor. 2:15-16). 

(ii) He calls it an acceptable sacrifice, which is 
well-pleasing in the sight of God. It is 
pleasing because it is offered to God out of a 
heart of live in order to meet the needs of 
His servant. 

C. This Passage Teaches Us First of All That When You Give to 
The Lord’s Work, You Are Doing Something to the Lord, Which 
is Pleasing in His Sight. 
1.  When you give to the Lord’s work, you must see that you 

are not giving only to meet that particular need, you 
are are in reality giving to the Lord. 
a. This is something that we must bear in mind when we 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

give to any of the Lord’s causes. 
There are people who give to a cause because they 
love the leader of that cause, they like his 
dynamic speaking, or they like the way what he says 
makes them feel good about themselves. 
But this is not to be your motivation in your 
giving . 
Yes, you may love the church, you may love the 
minister who labors in that church for the good of 
your souls, and I am not saying that you should 
not. 
But your giving should be primarily motivated by a 
love for the Lord. This is His work. These are 
His servants that He has commanded to be provided 
for. 
When you direct you heart in this way, then your 
giving is an act of love, not only to the servants 
of God, but to God Himself. 

2. And when you do, you are doing something that the Bible 
says is very pleasing in the sight of God. 
a. God sees your heart, and He will reward you 

accordingly . 
b. Your gift becomes a fragrant aroma in His nostrils 

like the prayers of the saints that continually 
ascend before Him. 

c. Your sacrifice is accepted, and it is well pleasing 
in His sight. 

d. And don’t forget that it is not the amount that is 
the most important to the Lord. 
(i) Yes, I do believe that the Lord requires that 

we give a tithe, or lo%, of all that we make 
to Him. 

brother’s tithe, it is not therefore despised 
by God. 

love to Him. If it is given with love to God, 
then though it be small. and though it be 
mixed with much weakness and sin, yet it will 
be honored by Him as a true act of devotion 
through Jesus Christ. 

(ii) But if your tithe is not as big as your 

(iii) God sees your gift based upon your heart of 

11. Furthermore, Paul Says that What You Give to the Lord Shall 
Also Be Graciously Rewarded by Him. 

A. First, Paul Tells Us that God Will Supply All of Your Needs 
Out of the Riches of His Abundance in this Life. 
1.  He will fulfill your every need, though not your every 

want. 
a. He was fulfilling the needs of the apostle through 

b. God is also able to make all grace abound to you as 
the Philippians’ generous gifts. 

well. 
(i) God has committed Himself to meet all of your 

(ii) This does not mean that God will allow you to 
needs. 
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bury yourself in debt and then bail you out. 
Sometimes you have to pay for the consequences 
of your own sins in this life. 
Nor does it mean that God will give you 
everything that you want. There may be some 
things that you will want your whole life 
which you will never possess. 
But God will supply for you the necessities of 
life of food, shelter and clothing. 
David wrote in Psalm 37:25-26, ”I HAVE BEEN 

THE RIGHTEOUS FORSAKEN, OR HIS DESCENDANTS 
BEGGING BREAD. ALL DAY LONG HE IS GRACIOUS 
AND LENDS; AND HIS DESCENDANTS ARE A 
BLESSING. ” 
God knows your needs, and He will meet them. 

YOUNG, AND NOW I AH om; YET I HAVE NOT SEEN 

2. And He will do so according to the measure of His riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus. 
a. God does not supply merely out of His riches. 

(i) He is not as the millionaire who, out of his 
vast amounts of money, gives a contribution of 
maybe ten thousand dollars to some cause. 

(ii) He is not like the man with 50 million tons of 
food who give a thousand pounds to meet the 
needs of the starving children in Africa. 

b. But He gives according to His riches, that which is 
in proportion to His riches. He gives an abundant 
bl essing . 
(i) His is a rich blessing which is not only out 

of a limitless supply, but also is very 
generous. 

(ii) You’ve met some individuals who when they give 
give very generously. They invite you over 
for lunch or dinner and then load your plate 
with great amounts of food, and then send you 
home with more than you can carry. 

EXCEEDINGLY ABUNDANTLY BEYOND ALL THAT WE ASK 
OF THINK,” He also does so. 

(iii) Even so, not only is God ”ABLE TO DO 

c. But, of course, these blessings are only because of 
Christ Jesus and are only found in Him. 
(i) Your works of sacrifice are rewarded so 

greatly, not because they deserve that kind of 
a reward, but because of the merits of Christ. 

offering to God, and then offers it to the 
Father, it is rewarded in grace, not according 
to what it deserves, because it deserves 
nothing . 

(iii) And for this reason, you must be in Christ if 
you are to expect any reward, for if you are 
not, then even the greatest acts of sacrifice, 
because they are void of any true love to God, 

(ii) When Christ, as your Mediator, cleanses your 
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will be absolutely worthless. 

and away from your sins, and embrace Him by 
faith. You must call upon Him to put His love 
in your heart, if you will be accepted by the 
Father. 

(iv) You must turn to Christ. You must run to Him 

B. But, You Must Also Remember that You Will Not Only Receive a 
Reward in this Life, You Will Also Receive a Greater Reward 
in the Life to Come. 
1.  If your reward was in this life only, it would not be 

one that you could keep for very long. 
a. You might enjoy it while you were here, but once 

you departed from this life, you would have to 
leave it behind. 

b. Besides this, Edwards believed, material wealth is 
not that important anyway, nor is it that valuable. 
If it was, he argued, why then does God give so 
much of it to the ungodly and not the godly? 

c. It is because He has reserved the true riches for 
His children. Temporal wealth can only be enjoyed 
in this life; but eternal wealth can be enjoyed 
forever. 

2. And since the Lord tells us that we are able to lay up 
treasures in heaven, and even commands us to do so, we 
should be far more concerned about the outcome of our 
labors there than in this life. 
a. The Bible tells us that the greater sacrifices in 

this life will receive the greater rewards in the 
life to come. 

Do you think that it would be just of God to 
reward a man, such as Epaphroditus, who had 
given up all his own comforts and almost his 
life to minister to one of His saints, and one 
whom it was very dangerous to associate with 
as well, the same as a man who had given up 
nothing but sat in the comforts of his own 
home day after day all of his life? 
Would it be just of God to reward the one 
fearlessly witnessed to Christ and refused to 
compromise any of His truth even to death, the 
same as one who constantly compromised God’s 
Word, though later repented, throughout his 
whole life? 
God rewards those who make greater sacrifices 
with a greater reward. 
was watching those who were putting their 
money in the treasury. There were many rich 
men putting in great amounts of money. But 
then came a poor widow who put in two small 
copper coins, which amounted to a cent. Jesus 
said that she put in more than all of the 
others, for they gave out of their abundance, 
but she gave everything that she had to live 
on to God. 

Remember when Jesus 
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This is what God meant by the fact that each 
will be rewarded according to what he has 
done. 
Those who have given up more, who have 
suffered more, who have been more obedient, 
who have done more for the glory of God and 
the work of His kingdom, will be rewarded much 
more fully than those who will have given less 
of themselves . 
Does it really matter what your reward will be in 
heaven? Won’t everyone who is there be 
thankful just to be there. Yes they will. 
But if Jesus says that bearing more fruit on 
this earth brings greater glory to God, and 
that God has promised to reward those who 
sacrifice more with a greater reward; if it 
is possible to store up treasures in heaven 
where they will never be lost, as Jesus said 
it was, then you would be very foolish not to 
believe it and to act accordingly. Does Jesus 
ever waste His breath in teaching us things 
which are not important? 
Therefore, if you are to be wise, you should 
also use your time, your talents, your 
finances, and be willing to sacrifice your 
comforts and possibly your safety in this 
life, in order that you may lay up treasures 
for yourselves in heaven. 
On earth you have them but for a short time, 
but if by sacrificing them here, you can lay 
them in store in a place where they will never 
be lost, that will be the wiser decision by 
far. 

c. People of God, consider very carefully the things 
that you do in life. They really do have eternal 
consequences. Your decision to forsake your sins 
and to seek after the eternal life which is in 
Christ, affects your eternal destiny. This is a 
question which may only be settled in this life. 
So too, you only have one chance throughout your 
life to use as wisely as possible those things 
which the Lord has entrusted into your hands. May 
God grant us all the grace and wisdom to do with 
them that which would be most glorifying to Him. 
God will not be a debtor to any man. God will 
richly reward even the smallest act of obedience, 
if it is done out of a heart of love for Him. 
Amen. 


