
“All Will Bow to Him” 

(Philippians 2:5-11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

We saw last week,  

 

That Jesus became a curse for us –  

 

He was nailed to the cross,  

 

Had our sins laid on Him,  

 

And suffered His Father’s wrath:   

 

The wrath that was meant for us,  

 

The wrath that would have  

 

Tormented us forever in hell.   

 

 

We saw that He died –  

 

The wages of sin is death;  

 

He took the obligation  

 

To pay that debt for us,  

 

And died in our place.   

 

 

We saw that He was buried –  

 

That His body didn’t see corruption,  

 

Because He would only be there for three days –  

 

 

But that on the third day,  

 

He rose from the dead.   



2 

 

Death could no longer hold Him.   

 

Our sins that killed Him –  

 

That put Him in the grave –  

 

Were now fully paid,  

 

And so the Prince of Life  

 

Returned to life  

 

Never to die again;  

 

And because He lives,  

 

We also will live forever with Him,  

 

If we have believed in Him –  

 

If we are trusting Him.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Today, we’re going to consider  

 

What happened next:   

 

 

We saw last time  

 

That after He rose,  

 

He appeared to His disciples  

 

On a few different occasions;  

 

That He appeared to over 500 at one time;  

 

That there might be many witnesses to His resurrection.   

 

 

But after this, He ascended into heaven,  
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That He might be crowned King over all creation,  

 

That He might take up His continuing work as our Mediator,  

 

With the promise that one day  

 

Everyone would bow the knee to Him.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s begin with a brief overview  

 

Of the work He did for us on earth  

 

As our Prophet, Priest and King,  

 

Because it’s this work He continues in heaven,  

 

And it was for this work that He was exalted.   

 

 

1.  Jesus came into this world  

 

To show us the Father, as our Prophet.   

 

John writes, “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in 

the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (1:18).   

 

 

Jesus revealed Him to us  

 

Not only through His teachings,  

 

But also through His life:   

 

John wrote earlier in verse 14, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 

us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 

of grace and truth.”   

 

 

He came not only to show us what the Father is like,  

 

But how we, as His enemies,  

 

Could be reconciled to Him –  
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How we could come to know Him  

 

Through the work Jesus had come to do –  

 

 

And how having come to know Him,  

 

We could become like Him  

 

Through His guidance in the Word,  

 

And the power of His Spirit.   

 

 

It was so important to Jesus  

 

That we know what we needed,  

 

That He continued to teach His disciples  

 

From the time He rose from the dead  

 

To the time He ascended.   

 

Luke writes in the Book of Acts,  

 

“To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and 

speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God” (1:3).   

 

 

2.  Jesus also came to do what was necessary  

 

To reconcile us to the Father  

 

As our Priest.   

 

 

He prayed for us  

 

In what we call His High Priestly prayer:   

 

We read in John 17:20-21, “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those 

also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as 

You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the 

world may believe that You sent Me.”   
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The Great Shepherd of our Souls  

 

Also sacrificed Himself  

 

To take away our sins:   

 

Jesus says in John 10:11-16, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays 

down His life for the sheep.  He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who 

is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and 

flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  He flees because he is a 

hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.  I am the good shepherd, 

and I know My own and My own know Me, even as the Father knows Me 

and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.  I have other 

sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear 

My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd” (vv. 14-16).   

 

 

Through His prayers  

 

And His sacrifice  

 

He has reconciled us to His Father  

 

Once and for all.   

 

 

3.  And He came as our King,  

 

To conquer the enemy of our souls –  

 

The one Adam handed us over to,  

 

The one who would have ruined us forever –  

 

 

When Jesus died on the cross,  

 

He struck the head of the serpent  

 

And freed us from his power,  

 

That He might bring us into His eternal kingdom.   

 

The author to the Hebrews writes,  
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“Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also 

partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who 

had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free those who through 

fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.  For assuredly He does not 

give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham” (Heb. 

2:14-16).   

 

 

Paul writes in Philippians 2:6-8,  

 

“Although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, 

and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance as a man, 

He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross.”   

 

Jesus humbled Himself –  

 

He took our nature,  

 

And became one with us –  

 

That He might take up these three offices –  

 

That He might become a Minister to us –  

 

That through His teaching,  

 

Through His prayers and sacrifice,  

 

And through His battle with our enemy on the cross,  

 

He might deliver us from death,  

 

And bring us to heaven.   

 

 

B.  So what did Jesus receive for this humbling –  

 

For this emptying of Himself  

 

To become the Minister of our salvation –  

 

To become our Savior –  
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That He might bring us to glory?   

 

Paul tells us, He was exalted.   

 

 

He continues in verses 9-11,  

 

“For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 

which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL 

BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that 

every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.”   

 

 

His exaltation began with His resurrection.   

 

But it was raised to a much higher level  

 

With His ascension –  

 

When He returned to heaven.   

 

Luke writes, “And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands 

and blessed them.  While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was 

carried up into heaven” (24:50-51).   

 

He expands on this a bit in Acts 1:9-11, “And after He had said these things, He 

was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their 

sight.  And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, 

behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them.  They also said, ‘Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky?  This Jesus, who has been taken 

up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched 

Him go into heaven.’”   

 

 

He returned to heaven  

 

Because this is where He was from.   

 

Jesus told His disciples in John 16:28, “I came forth from the Father and have come 

into the world; I am leaving the world again and going to the Father.”   

 

Paul writes in Ephesians 4:9-10, “Now this expression, ‘He ascended,’ what does it 

mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?  He 

who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so 

that He might fill all things.”   
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Jesus descended from heaven –  

 

Through His incarnation –  

 

Into the lower parts of the earth –  

 

Into this world –  

 

That He might defeat the enemy of our souls –  

 

And then with the battle won  

 

And His people saved,  

 

He ascended again into heaven –  

 

Now as the God-man.   

 

 

It’s likely the cloud that received Him  

 

Was meant to confirm to them again  

 

Just who this One was that was taken from them:   

 

 

Who is it, after all, that rides on the clouds?  Only the Lord!   

 

The psalmist writes, “He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters; He 

makes the clouds His chariot; He walks upon the wings of the wind” (Psalm 

104:3).   

 

 

Jesus said earlier  

 

That He would return in the clouds.   

 

When the high priest questioned Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed 

One?”   

 

Jesus said, “I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 

power, and coming with the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:61-62).   

 

He was coming to judge the Jews  
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Because they rejected and crucified Him –  

 

But notice, He was coming  

 

During the lifetime of the high priest:   

 

He said, “You shall see the Son of Man . . . coming with the clouds of heaven.”   

 

 

When the Lord comes in judgment against a nation,  

 

He represents Himself as a King  

 

Riding out against them in His royal chariot.   

 

We read in Isaiah 19:1:  “The oracle concerning Egypt.  Behold, the LORD is 

riding on a swift cloud and is about to come to Egypt; the idols of Egypt will 

tremble at His presence, and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them.”   

 

 

The cloud that met Jesus as He ascended  

 

Must also have reminded them  

 

Of what Daniel saw in one of his visions –  

 

We read in 7:13-14, “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the 

clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the 

Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given 

dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every 

language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will 

not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”   

 

 

Daniel was writing of the coronation of Messiah –  

 

The day Jesus was crowned King over all creation.   

 

This is when His reign as Mediator began –  

 

When control of the universe  

 

Was transferred to Him as the God-man –  

 

When He sat down at the right hand of God  
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With the promise that the Father  

 

Would eventually subdue all His enemies.   

 

The author to the Hebrews writes, “Every priest stands daily ministering and 

offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but 

He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE 

RIGHT HAND OF GOD, waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS 

ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET” (Heb. 10:11-13).   

 

 

And when that promise has been fulfilled –  

 

When all His enemies have been defeated, but one –  

 

He will return to defeat the last enemy:  death.   

 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:22-26, “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all 

will be made alive.  But each in his own order:  Christ the first fruits, after that 

those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He hands over 

the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all 

authority and power.  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under 

His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death.”   

 

 

Death will be subdued once for all  

 

When He raises the dead at His Second Coming:   

 

Paul continues, “For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal 

must put on immortality.  But when this perishable will have put on the 

imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about 

the saying that is written, ‘DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory.  O 

DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?  O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR 

STING?’” (vv. 53-55).   

 

 

When Jesus returns,  

 

He will raise the dead,  

 

He will translate the living,  

 

And gather them all for the final judgment.   
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Then will come the final separation –  

 

The sheep will inherit the kingdom,  

 

But the goats, the lake of fire –  

 

 

And then Jesus will enjoy His bride –  

 

His redeemed people, us –  

 

In the New Heavens and Earth forever.   

 

 

Because He was willing to humble Himself 

 

To the degree that He did –  

 

Because being God,  

 

He was willing to become man,  

 

And subject Himself to death,  

 

The cursed death of the cross –  

 

The Father has given Him  

 

The name above every name,  

 

And the promise that one day  

 

Every knee will bow to Him.   

 

 

Have you bowed your knee to Him?   

 

If not, do so now.   

 

If you humble yourself,  

 

Confess your sins,  

 

Turn from them,  

 

And trust in Him,  
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He will save you  

 

And give you a place in His kingdom  

 

As His son or daughter.   

 

 

Do you want honor in His kingdom?   

 

Then you must humble yourself –  

 

As He did –  

 

And serve Him,  

 

Your brothers and sisters,  

 

And your neighbors.   

 

Paul writes, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 

mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look 

out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  Have 

this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:3-5).   

 

 

Jesus not only saved us through His humbling,  

 

He also gave us an example to follow:   

 

If you would be first in His kingdom,  

 

You must become the last of all.   

 

 

Tonight, we’ll look  

 

At His continuing ministry for us in heaven.  Amen.   
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