
“All Things Freely Given in Christ” 

(Romans 8:32) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  (Review).   

1.  We are now in the fourth week of our Reformation Series.   

a.  The first week we considered how we should worship.   

b.  The second, whom we should worship.   

c.  Last week, we considered why we should worship.   

(i)  We were the slaves of sin and to a future in hell.   

(ii)  But by His grace, He set us free and made us His children.   

 

2.  This is why we should sing to the Lord a new song.   

a.  In the New Covenant, we see the Lord’s goodness fully revealed.   

b.  How could we not sing of this?   

(i)  This is what Watts and Wesley encouraged the church to do.   

(ii)  This, we’ll see this evening, is what John Newton did as well.   

 

B.  Preview.  (Hook).   

1.  This morning, let’s continue looking at why we should worship the Lord in the way He 

requires.   

a.  We’ll focus on a theme that Newton focused on:  the goodness of God.   

b.  The topics we’ll consider come – for the most part – from one of his sermons on this 

text.   

 

2.  Let’s consider six things:   

a.  First, the goodness of God in not sparing His Son.   

b.  Second, the justice and severity of God in not sparing His Son.   

c.  Third, the evil of sin, in that the Lord could not spare His Son.   

d.  Fourth, the value the Lord placed on our souls, by not sparing His Son.   

e.  Fifth, the certainty of salvation, by not sparing His Son.   

f.   And sixth, how the Lord has not only given us His Son, but all things in Him for our 

good.   

g.  Finally, we’ll conclude with an exhortation to make sure that we have received these 

blessings in Christ.   

 

II.  Sermon.  (Argue).   

A.  First, we see the goodness of God in these words, “He . . . did not spare His own Son, but 

delivered Him over for us all.”   

1.  If we deserved His goodness, this wouldn’t surprise us.  But since we deserved the 

opposite, this is infinite goodness.   

a.  Through sin – Adam’s and our own – we forfeited God’s goodness.   

(i)  All of His blessings.   

(ii)  Any goodness we might have gained through God.   
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b.  We became obnoxious in His eyes; detestable; God, who is of infinite purity, can’t 

look on sin with complacency.   

c.  There wasn’t anything we could do to change this.   

(i)  We couldn’t help ourselves, no man or angel could help us.   

(ii)  We were doomed.   

 

2.  But God was willing to help us.   

a.  He was willing to give us His Son.   

(i)  The only One who could bridge the chasm and repair the breach.   

(ii)  The only One who could reconcile us to God.   

 

b.  Every gift God gives is good:   

(i)  That He sustains our being and keeps us alive every day.   

(ii)  That He provides food and clothing and a variety of other blessings.   

(iii)  Especially when you consider that He does this for those who rebelled against 

Him.   

 

c.  But what are these blessings compared to the gift of His Son?   

(i)  “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10).   

(ii)  In this is infinite love, because He did this for those who were His enemies, “But 

God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).   

(iii)  We will not die but live forever because God did not spare His own Son.   

(iv)  This is why we should praise Him.   

 

B.  Second, we see the justice and severity of God:  “He . . . did not spare His own Son.”   

1.  The Son of God became a man and was charged with our sins.   

a.  Even though He was the Son, the Father didn’t spare Him.   

b.  He had to drink the entire cup of God’s wrath to its dregs.   

c.  He bore the shame, sorrow, pain, the distress that we would have had to bear; and not 

just on the cross, but throughout His whole life, from the manger to the cross:  His 

whole life was that of humiliation and suffering.   

d.  He was tempted by the devil in the wilderness (Luke 4); in the garden, He prayed 

until he sweat blood.   

e.  He was hated, falsely accused, persecuted,  unjustly condemned, mocked and spit on, 

and finally nailed to the cross.   

f.  He was crucified between two criminals, who, along with the crowd, ridiculed Him.   

g.  Finally, He bore God’s full wrath:  all the tribulation, wrath and anguish that we 

would have borne on the last day on that tree (Rom. 2).   

h.  He finished that cup, He drank it all down for us.   

i.  It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Heb. 10).   

(i)  God didn’t spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell (2 Pet. 2).   

(ii)  If God didn’t spare His own Son, what will happen to those who don’t obey the 

Gospel (1 Pet. 4)?   
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2.  In the justice and severity of God on Christ, we see another reason to sing to the Lord a 

new song:  that punishment was meant for us, but He took it on Himself.   

 

C.  Third, here we see how evil sin really is.   

1.  We see the effects of evil on this world:   

a.  All the work, sickness, pain, grief, death.   

b.  The division it creates in the family, in the church, in the world.   

c.  All the wars it has incited and the nations it has destroyed.   

d.  Sin was the reason the Lord rained fire and brimstone out of heaven on Sodom and 

Gomorrah.   

e.  It’s the reason He destroyed the world with a flood.   

f.  It’s why Satan and his angels rebelled and were cast into hell.   

g.  Sin is evil and destructive.   

 

2.  But nothing shows us the evil of sin more clearly than the fact that God did not spare 

His own Son:   

a.  The only thing that could vanquish it was the death of God’s precious Son.   

b.  And the Father was willing to give Him.  

c.  For this, we should praise Him!   

 

D.  Fourth, we see the value the Lord placed on our souls.   

1.  We can tell the worth of anything by what someone is willing to pay for it.   

a.  What was God willing to pay for your soul?  His Son!   

b.  Does this mean our souls are worth that price?  No.   

(i)  We were worthless in and of ourselves.   

(ii)  Worse than this, we were a liability.   

(iii)  This was the price justice demanded if we were to be freed.   

 

2.  But the Lord was willing to pay it – not because we were worth it – but because in His 

infinite love He wanted to save us and this was the only way.   

3.  What should we give to the Lord for these benefits?  Praise!   

 

E.  Fifth, we see that salvation is certain.   

1.  The Father gave His Son to save us, the only One He could accept, the One He certainly 

would.   

a.  The Lord said of Christ at the beginning of His ministry, “This is My beloved Son in 

whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3).   

b.  He showed His acceptance of His Son at the end of His earthly work in raising Him 

from the dead and receiving Him into heaven.   

 

2.  There is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:1).   

a.  “If while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life (Rom. 5:10).   

b.  Salvation is absolutely certain.   

c.  How should we praise Him for this?   
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F.  Finally, if God was unwilling to spare His own Son, how much more will He give us with 

Him all things?  If He gave us the greater – His Son and salvation in His Son – how will 

He not give us everything else we need?   

1.  He will give what is best for us.   

a.  He won’t necessarily give us everything we want:  that might ruin our lives.   

b.  In many ways we’re still like children – children want things that aren’t good for 

them and don’t want what is really good.   

c.  Like a parent, God gives us what we need, even things that are difficult.  Newton 

writes, “Often . . . with a rash and blind impatience, we struggle to avoid or escape 

those difficulties which God sees fit to appoint for the most gracious and merciful 

purposes – to correct our pride and vanity, to exercise and strengthen our faith, to 

wean us from the world, to teach us a closer dependence upon himself, and to 

awaken our desires after a better inheritance.”   

 

2.  He will give us all things when it’s best.   

a.  He will give us what we need, when we need it, and not before.   

b.  He may hold it back so that we’ll seek Him more earnestly, so that we’ll appreciate it 

more when He gives it:  But we will have it.   

 

3.  We might ask for one thing, but the Lord will give us something we need more.   

a.  David prayed for deliverance, and the Lord gave him strength to bear the difficulty 

(Ps. 138).   

b.  Paul prayed that He might remove his thorn in the flesh; the Lord said His grace was 

sufficient for him (2 Cor. 12).   

 

4.  The “all things” He gives includes trials.   

a.  Even these He brings into our lives for our good.   

b.  The Lord caused Jacob to flee from Esau, from Canaan to Paddan-aram, because He 

wanted to bless him there with many children and possessions (Gen. 32).   

c.  When He had Joseph’s brothers turn against him and sell him as a slave into Egypt, it 

was because He intended to deliver his family from the famine.   

d.  God’s promise turns all of our trials into gold.   

e.  The number and severity of our trials has been determined by God to help us in some 

way.   

 

5.  And “all things” includes what He has given us now.   

a.  If what we have is what He intends for us to have at the moment, we should be 

content.  As Paul writes, “I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I 

am” (Phil. 4:11).   

(i)  The earth and everything in it belongs to Him (Ps. 24).   

(ii)  He knows what we need before we ask Him (Matt. 6).   

(iii)  He is certainly inclined to give us what we need:  He’s already given us His 

Son!   

(iv)  If He has chosen to give you less of this world’s goods, don’t be discontent.   

(v)  He knows what is best.  He sees that prosperity isn’t a good thing for you; He 

gives you less that you might seek Him.   
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b.  This includes friends.  Have you lost someone very close to you?  Remember that 

that stream of God’s goodness might be cut off, but the fountain from which it came 

is still full.  

c.  This includes health.  Are you sick?  Know the Lord can heal you instantly, but He 

doesn’t because He knows your sickness is better for you than health.  He didn’t heal 

the paralytic right away so that he and his four friends might come to know His Son 

(Mark 2).   

d.  This includes temptation.  Are you tempted?  He allows it to prove your faith, to 

strengthen you, so that when your faith has overcome the temptation, you may know 

the crown of life belongs to you.   

e.  This includes chastisement.  Are you being disciplined by God?  Know that He has 

appointed your chastening that you might share in His holiness (Heb. 12).   

f.  What should we give Him for this care?  Thanksgiving and praise.   

 

III.  Application.   

A.  Finally, remember that these things are only true of those in Christ and are given through 

Christ.   

1.  If you would know whether they belong to you, you must know you are in Him.   

2.  “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and 

choosing you” (2 Pet. 1:10).   

3.  If you are trusting in Christ to save you, turning from your sins, and seeking to do His 

will, then you are Christ’s.   

4.  And if you are Christ’s, then all these things are yours.   

 

B.  In closing, remember Jesus didn’t come into this world with nothing to give.   

1.  He is full of blessings, every blessing we need, when we need them, throughout our 

lives.   

2.  If we would know more of these blessings, we should strive to know Him and to please 

Him.   

a.  And so study His Word.  Call on His name.  Worship with His people.  Participate in 

His ordinances.  Obey His commandments.  Seek to know Him as the only way to 

God, to pardon, peace and divine communion here, and happiness hereafter.   

b.  And then know that everything you meet with on the way to heaven will help you 

and work for your good.  Even death will be nothing more than the entrance into 

eternal life.  The One who tasted death for you and sanctified it to you will lead you 

through that dark valley.  When you close your eyes, you will open them again in 

heaven.   

c.  And so give Him all the glory.  Amen.  

 

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


