
“Afraid of the Cost?” 

(Mark 10:32-34) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  People have many objections  

a.  To becoming a Christian:   

b.  They don’t believe it’s true.   

c.  Or if they do, they,  

(i)  Don’t want to live that kind of life.   

(ii)  Or think they’re good enough without Jesus.   

(iii)  Or don’t want to pay the price.   

 

2.  This morning, we’re going to look at one more excuse  

a.  That ranks at the top:  Fear.   

(i)  Fear of not being accepted by others –  

(ii)  Of losing friends and family –  

(iii)  Of being hated,  

(iv)  Of suffering,  

(v)  Even of being killed.   

 

b.  Jesus does say  

(i)  If you follow Him  

(ii)  You will be hated by the world.   

(iii)  That is a price  

(iv)  You must be willing to pay.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The disciples knew this was the cost –  

a.  Not just theoretically,  

b.  They experienced it!   

c.  They knew  

(i)  What was waiting for them in Jerusalem:   

(a)  That their Master  

(b)  Would be delivered over to the religious leaders  

(c)  Who would condemn Him to death,  

(d)  And hand Him over to the Romans  

(e)  To be crucified.   

 

(ii)  They knew the Romans  

(a)  Would mock Him, and spit on Him,  

(b)  Scourge and kill Him.   

 

(iii)  They also knew  
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(a)  If He was treated like this,  

(b)  The same would happen to them.   

(c)  Jesus told them earlier,  

(d)  “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated 

you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but 

because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 

because of this the world hates you” (John 15:18-19).   

 

2.  Are there things to be afraid of  

a.  If you follow Jesus?   

b.  Of course.   

c.  But have you considered  

(i)  What you have to fear if you don’t?   

(ii)  Maybe if you took a good look at these things,  

(a)  You wouldn’t be so afraid to follow Him.   

(b)  One fear may cure the other.   

 

d.  This morning, let’s consider three things:   

(i)  What you have to fear if you follow Jesus.   

(ii)  What you have to fear if you don’t follow Jesus.   

(iii)  And how you can live without fear.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what do you have to fear if you follow Jesus?   

1.  There are many things  

a.  That could potentially make you afraid.   

b.  The one who said,  

(i)  “Just come to Jesus  

(ii)  And all your troubles will be over,”  

(iii)  Had no idea what it means  

(iv)  To follow Him.   

 

2.  If you trust Him  

a.  As your Lord and Savior  

(i)  And really live  

(ii)  The way He calls you to live,  

(iii)  You will have many difficulties.   

(a)  You will have difficulties of the heart  

  As you struggle with your sins –  

(b)  And difficulties from others.   

(1)  You might not only lose  

(2)  Some of your most cherished  

(3)  Family members and friends,  

(4)  You may even have to struggle  

(5)  With people in the church  

(6)  Who will also hate you  



3 

(7)  For doing what’s right.   

 

b.  Following Jesus isn’t easy.   

(i)  It means becoming  

 What the people of this world hate.   

(ii)  It means doing what they hate.   

(iii)  Jesus turns your darkness to light –  

(a)  He turns you from loving and doing  

(b)  The wrong things that other people love and do  

(c)  To loving and doing what they hate.   

(d)  Jesus said to Nicodemus, “This is the judgment, that the Light has 

come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, 

for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, 

and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed” 

(John 3:19-20).   

 

(iv)  You’ll find yourself  

(a)  On the opposite side of the fence with others  

(b)  On just about every issue.   

(c)  You won’t be able to get close to them,  

(d)  And they won’t want to get close to you.   

(e)  You’ll discover what Paul says is true,  

(f)  “What partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what 

fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with 

Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? (2 Cor. 

6:14-15).   

 

(v)  If you live the life Jesus calls you to live,  

(a)  You’ll find yourself in the same situation  

(b)  With many who claim to be Christians.   

(1)  There are so few “believers” today  

(2)  Who really have any interest  

(3)  In doing what Jesus tells us to do.   

(4)  They’re still in the world –  

(5)  Still in the darkness –  

(6)  They still hate the light  

(7)  And so they will hate you.   

 

c.  The disciples were following Jesus  

(i)  Who was on His way to Jerusalem to die.   

(ii)  He was going to die  

(a)  Because the spiritual leaders of Israel –  

(b)  The “people of God” –  

(c)  Hated Him.   

(d)  And hating Him,  

(e)  The disciples knew  
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(f)  They would be hated as well.   

 

d.  The vast majority of the world  

(i)  And the church  

(ii)  Are as these leaders.   

(iii)  Hating the light.   

 

e.  Is there anything to fear  

(i)  If you trust and follow Jesus?   

(ii)  Yes, there is!   

 

B.  Second, what do you have to fear if you don’t follow Jesus?   

1.  As we move to this second point  

a.  I would venture to say  

b.  That most will stop here  

c.  And go no further with Jesus.   

d.  They’re just not willing to pay this price.   

(i)  Maybe you’re not willing to pay it.   

(ii)  If you’re not,  

(a)  It may be because  

(b)  You can’t see far enough down the road to realize  

(c)  There is much more to be afraid of on this path,  

(d)  Than on the other.   

 

(iii)  There is a fearful price to pay for following Jesus.   

(a)  But there is a much greater price to pay  

(b)  If you don’t.   

 

2.  If you avoid Jesus and remain the friend of the world,  

You remain the enemy of God.   

a.  Now you might say,  

(i)  “Wait a minute!   

(ii)  Doesn’t God love me  

(iii)  And have a wonderful plan for my life?   

(iv)  Isn’t He there to help me when I call on Him,  

(v)  Whether I ever love and trust Him or not?”   

(vi)  Many believe this to be true.   

 

b.  Haven’t you ever asked yourself the question:   

(i)  If God loves everyone  

(a)  Even those who don’t obey Him,  

(b)  Why He casts them into hell  

(c)  When they die?   

 

(ii)  If He loves them  

(a)  Why does He punish them so severely  
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(b)  Just because their time is finally up?   

 

(iii)  It’s because they are His enemies.   

(a)  James writes, “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with 

the world is hostility toward God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a 

friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (4:4).   

(b)  And David writes, “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in 

wickedness; no evil dwells with You.  The boastful shall not stand 

before Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity.  You destroy those 

who speak falsehood; the LORD abhors the man of bloodshed and 

deceit” (Ps. 5:4-6).   

 

(iv)  There are things  

(a)  That could make you afraid  

(b)  If you follow Jesus:   

(1)  You could lose the love of family members you care about  

(2)  Friends you enjoy.   

(3)  They could turn against you  

(4)  Along with the world  

(5)  And you could be hated by everyone.   

 

c.  But would you rather be hated by men or by God?   

(i)  Whether you realize it or not  

(a)  God is the One you depend on  

(1)  For your life:   

(2)  For every beat of your heart,  

(3)  For every breath of air,  

(4)  For every mouthful of food,  

(5)  For every stitch of clothing,  

(6)  For every friend and family member you have.   

 

(b)  He is the One who gives you 

(1)  Every comfort you have in life,  

(2)  Your work,  

(3)  Your health,  

(4)  Your money,  

(5)  Everything you have to enjoy.   

 

(c)  He is the One  

(1)  Who says He will cast those  

(2)  Who do what’s wrong  

(3)  And who don’t repent/turn away from those sins  

(4)  Into hell forever,  

(5)  When they die.   

(6)  Who has the right to determine  

(7)  Where you still spend the rest of eternity.   
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(8)  Do you really want God as your enemy?   

(9)  Do you really want to choose  

(10)  The same path  

(A)  Most of the people in this world  

(B)  Are walking on,  

(C)  When the Lord tells you it leads straight to hell?   

(D)  Jesus says, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide 

and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many 

who enter through it.  For the gate is small and the way is narrow 

that leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matt. 7:13-14).   

 

(ii)  Which path is really more dangerous?   

(a)  The path the Lord calls you to walk on,  

(b)  Or the path of the world?   

(c)  Is it better to be afraid of men or God?   

(d)  Jesus said to His disciples, “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid 

of those who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do.  

But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has 

killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!” (Luke 

12:4-5).   

 

C.  Finally, how can you live without fear?   

1.  There are two paths.   

a.  And each path has things  

b.  That can make you afraid.   

c.  So which will you choose?    

 

2.  If you haven’t trusted Jesus  

a.  And aren’t following Him –  

b.  If you choose to stay on that path –  

c.  There’s nothing you can do  

(i)  To get rid of that fear.   

(ii)  You should be afraid!   

(a)  When you die  

(1)  The Lord will  

(2)  Immediately condemn you to hell  

(3)  For your sins.   

 

(b)  He may choose at any time  

(1)  To take away your comforts,  

(2)  Your provisions,  

(3)  Your health,  

(4)  Even your life.   

 

(c)  He can do this and be perfectly just  

(1)  Because He doesn’t owe you these things.   
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(2)  You’ve already forfeited  

(A)  All of His love and kindness  

(B)  By your sins.   

 

(d)  If you stay on the broad path He hates  

(1)  He will destroy you.   

(2)  If that doesn’t make you afraid  

(3)  I pray that someday  

(A)  The Lord opens your eyes  

(B)  While there is still time  

(C)  To do something about it.   

 

3.  The only way you can live without fear  

a.  Is by walking on the other path –  

(i)  The narrow path that leads to life –  

(ii)  You must trust Jesus Christ to save you  

(iii)  Turn from your sins,  

(iv)  And follow Him.   

 

b.  Now you might say,  

(i)  “I thought you just said  

(ii)  That if I follow Jesus  

(iii)  There will be things to be afraid of –  

(a)  The loss of friends,  

(b)  Family members,  

(c)  The possibility of suffering,  

(d)  I might even die.   

(e)  How can I follow Jesus  

(f)  And not be afraid?   

(g)  Even the disciples were afraid.”   

 

(iv)  The disciples were afraid,  

(a)  But they didn’t have to be.   

(b)  They looked at Jesus  

(1)  Walking on ahead of them  

(2)  And they were amazed!   

(A)  “He’s going to Jerusalem  

(B)  Knowing what’s waiting for Him there?   

(C)  He’s out in front leading us?   

(D)  How can this be?   

(E)  Why isn’t He afraid?”   

 

(c)  Was Jesus afraid?   

(1)  Certainly, He had concerns 

(A)  For His life.   

(B)  He didn’t necessarily want  
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(C)  To go through all that agony  

(D)  Of suffering crucifixion  

(E)  And His Father’s wrath.   

(F)  He even prayed that if it was possible  

(G)  That this cup of suffering  

(H)  Might pass from Him (Matt. 26:39).   

 

(2)  But there were things  

(A)  He wanted more –  

(B)  Things that overrode everything else.   

 

(3)  He knew this was the reason He came into the world:   

(A)  To save His people.   

(B)  To live a perfect life for them,  

(C)  To die on the cross for them  

(D)  To pay for their sins.   

(E)  He knew that all that would happen to Him  

(F)  Had a purpose:   

(G)  He would restore His Father’s honor,  

(H)  And redeem His people.   

 

(4)  He knew there was a reward for Him.   

(A)  That the Father had promised  

(B)  To give Him honor, glory and majesty,  

(C)  And the people He came to save.   

(D)  And that He would have these things  

(E)  With His Father in glory forever.   

 

(5)  And He knew His Father would be with Him  

(A)  To help Him finish all He had to do.   

(B)  That He would never leave Him.   

(C)  Even on the cross,  

(D)  When Jesus cried out,  

(E)  “My God, My God,  

(F)  Why have You forsake Me?”   

(G)  Jesus knew that the hand  

(H)  That was striking Him,  

(I)  Was not against Him,  

(J)  But was for the sins  

(K)  He was bearing for His people.   

 

(6)  He had a perfect love that cast out all fear.   

 

c.  How can you live without fear?   

(i)  By trusting Jesus to save you  

(ii)  And by following Him.   



9 

(iii)  If you do,  

(a)  You can know the purpose for your life:   

(1)  To be Jesus’ disciple  

(2)  To love and serve Him.   

 

(b)  You can know  

(1)  He will reward you  

(2)  For what you do for Him here.   

(3)  That there is a heaven  

(4)  Waiting for you  

(5)  At the end of this life,  

(6)  Where the Lord will give back to you  

(7)  Whatever you might have sacrificed for Him.   

 

(c)  And you can know  

(1)  The Lord will be with you  

(A)  To help you in this life.   

(B)  That everything that happens to you  

(C)  Is a part of His will  

(D)  And meant to help you in some way.   

 

(2)  That even if you have to give up  

(A)  Friends, family, possessions,  

(B)  He will give you many times more here  

(C)  Along with eternal life hereafter,  

 

(3)  And that even if you have to suffer or die,  

(A)  That He will be with you to help you  

(B)  And then receive you to heaven.   

 

(4)  You can have a love that will cast out all fear.   

 

(iv)  It’s true that you’ll never  

(a)  Be completely free from fear in this life  

(b)  Because you’ll always struggle  

(c)  With your sin.   

 

(v)  But these things will go a long way  

(a)  In helping to give you the courage you need  

(b)  To follow Jesus.   

(c)  As the Spirit of God  

(d)  Applies them savingly to your heart.   

 

(vi)  This is what the Lord will do for you  

(a)  If you are willing  

(b)  To trust His Son Jesus,  



10 

(c)  Turn from your sins,  

(d)  And follow Him.   

 

(vii)  If you don’t come to Him  

    You have every reason to be afraid.  

(viii)  But if you come to Him,  

    He will free you from fear.   

(ix)  Come to Him and be safe.  Amen.   
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