
“Of Adoption” 
(WCF 12:1) 

 
 
 
WCF 12.1  All those that are justified, God vouchsafeth [condescends to grant], in and for 
His only Son Jesus Christ, to make partakers of the grace of adoption: by which they are 
taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God; have 
His name put upon them, receive the Spirit of adoption; have access to the throne of grace 
with boldness; are enabled to cry, Abba, Father; are pitied, protected, provided for, and 
chastened by Him as by a Father; yet never cast off, but sealed to the day of redemption, 
and inherit the promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation.   
I.  Main Idea:  If you have been justified through faith in Jesus Christ, you have also been 

adopted into God’s family and enjoy all the rights and privileges of children.   
A.  What is the order of salvation (ordo salutis)?   

1.  The ordo salutis is order in which redemption is applied.   
a.  From the very beginning, the ordo includes:  election and predestination.   
b.  If we begin with its application, it includes calling, regeneration, faith and 

repentance (conversion), justification, adoption, sanctification, perseverance and 
final glorification.   

c.  John Murray, in Redemption Accomplished and Applied, wrote,  
(i)  “If then we have the following elements and in the following order: calling, 

regeneration, faith, justification, and glorification, we have really settled all that is 
of basic importance to the question. The other steps can be readily filled in and 
put in their proper place. Repentance is the twin sister of faith - we cannot think 
of the one without the other, and so repentance would be conjoined with faith. 
Conversion is simply another name for repentance and faith conjoined and would 
therefore be enclosed in repentance and faith. Adoption would obviously come 
after justification - we could not think of one being adopted into the family of 
God without first of all being accepted by God and made an heir of eternal life. 
Sanctification is a process that begins, we might say, in regeneration, finds its 
basis in justification, and derives its energizing grace from the union with Christ 
which is effected in effectual calling. Being a continuous process rather than a 
momentary act like calling, regeneration, justification and adoption, it is proper 
that it should be placed after adoption in the order of application. Perseverance is 
the concomitant and complement of the sanctifying process and might 
conveniently be placed either before or after sanctification. 

(ii)  “With all these considerations in view, the order in the application of redemption 
is found to be, calling, regeneration, faith and repentance, justification, adoption, 
sanctification, perseverance, glorification. When this order is carefully weighed 
we find that there is a logic which evinces and brings into clear focus the 
governing principle of salvation in all of its aspects, the grace of God in its 
sovereignty and efficacy. Salvation is of the Lord in its application as well as in 
its conception and accomplishment.”   
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2.  Scripture:   

a.  “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 
image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these 
whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; 
and these whom He justified, He also glorified” (Rom. 8:29-30).   

b.  “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . .  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit’” (John 3:3, 5-6).   

c.  “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).   

d.  “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we 
might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).   

e.  “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God.  By this the children of God and the children 
of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, 
nor the one who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:9-10).   

f.  “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” 
(James 2:26).   

g.  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal 
life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father's hand” (John 10:27-29).   

  
B.  Those whom God justifies, He also through Jesus Christ adopts.   

1.  Justification is an infinitely precious gift, but those blessings which follow are as well:  
the first blessing is adoption.   
a.  “In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 

according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:4-6).   

b.  “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we 
might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).   

 
2.  “What is adoption?  Adoption is an act of God's free grace, whereby we are received 

into the number, and have a right to all the privileges of the sons of God” (SC 34).   
a.  Adoption is a one-time act:  it happens only once and can never be lost (John 10:28).   
b.  By this adoption, we are received into the family of God (into the number):  “The 

Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, 
heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so 
that we may also be glorified with Him” (Rom. 8:16-17).   

c.  And being in the family of God, we enjoy all the rights and privileges of His 
children:  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
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children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).   

 
C.  What are these rights and privileges of being adopted into the family of God?   

1.  We have God’s name put on us (His claim of ownership; we belong to Him):   
a.  “Why are You like a man dismayed, like a mighty man who cannot save? Yet You 

are in our midst, O Lord, and we are called by Your name; do not forsake us!” (Jer. 
14:9).   

b.  “‘And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” says the 
Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:18).   

c.  “He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will 
not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the 
name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 
from My God, and My new name” (Rev. 3:12).   

 
2.  We have received the Spirit of adoption (the Spirit who gives us legal right to these 

blessings):   
a.  “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have 

received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Rom. 
8:15).   

b.  “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation -- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption 
of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:13-14).   

 
3.  We have access to the throne of grace with boldness (acceptance in prayer):  “This was 

in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him” (Eph. 3:11-12).   

4.  We are enabled by the Spirit to cry, Abba, Father (a filial spirit, the confidence to call 
Him our Father):  “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Gal. 4:6).   

5.  The Lord has compassion on us (He cares for us; pities us in our afflictions and 
weaknesses):  “Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has 
compassion on those who fear Him” (Psalm 103:13).   

6.  God protects us (as a King, rules and defends us):  “In the fear of the Lord there is 
strong confidence, and his children will have refuge” (Prov. 14:26).   

7.  God provides for us (takes care of our needs):   
a.  “But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you?  You of little faith!  Do 
not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will 
we wear for clothing?’  For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things” (Matt. 6:30-32).   

b.  “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you” (1 Pet. 
5:6-7).   
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8.  God disciplines us as our Father (trains and corrects us):  “For those whom the Lord 
loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives” (Heb. 12:6).   

9.  He will hold onto us forever (preservation/perseverance):  “Who will separate us from 
the love of Christ?  Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword?  . . . But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him 
who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35, 37-39).   

10.  He has sealed us with the Spirit to the day of redemption (given us the deposit of 
glory, will come and bring us into the fullness of that redemption):  “Do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30).   

11.  By His grace, we will inherit the promises (Christ is our guarantee that we will possess 
what He has pledged):  “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so 
as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but 
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (Heb. 6:11-12).   

12.  We will inherit everlasting salvation (be saved eternally):   
a.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 

mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by 
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” 
(1 Pet. 1:3-5).   

b.  “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those 
who will inherit salvation?” (Heb. 1:14).   


