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 What would you sell paradise for?  If you lived in a wonderful place, where there was no 
sickness, no disease, no fighting or strife, where there was all the food you could eat, where you 
never got too hot or too cold, where you never grew old and died, and where you had perfect 
fellowship with the holy God who created you, what would you be willing to take to give it all 
away?  You might say that there isn’t enough money or riches or fame in the whole world to 
make me give that up.  Adam and Eve would probably have said the same thing.  But they sold 
it.  They gave it up for nothing but a promise from a deceiver that they would become like God.   
 This evening, I want us to look at the two best known truths in all the Bible:  How man 
gave up paradise through Adam’s sin, and how the Lord promised that He would  mercifully 
give it back to him through the sending of His Son.   
 First, we need to go back to the Creation week, back to the day when God created man, to 
begin.  After God made Adam, He put him in a garden called Eden, to cultivate the ground and 
to guard it from intruders.  That’s what the word “keep” means in Hebrew.  It means “to guard.”  
More specifically, it means to guard the holiness of God, for the word is often used in the context 
of the Temple.  Adam was to guard the garden, which was God’s sanctuary, from anything 
which would violate that holiness.  Now God gave this task to Adam before He made Eve, but 
I’m sure the first thing Adam must have told Eve when the Lord made her and brought her to 
him later on that same day, was what the Lord had told him to do, and what the Lord said to him 
when He put him in the garden:  “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you 
shall surely die” (Gen. 2:16-17).  God created that garden to be His sanctuary, which is why 
Adam needed to guard it.  He had also made it to be a home for Adam, which is why God gave 
him the right to eat from any of the trees which were there.  However, there was one tree that 
God said he could not eat from:  the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  This was the only 
thing that the Lord told Adam he could not do.  This tree was to be his test.  It was here that the 
Lord would put Adam on trial in what we call the Covenant of Works to see if he would obey 
His mere command.  I think that if we to have seen this tree, there wouldn’t really have been 
anything special or different about it.  The only difference was the command that God have 
given about it.  It was here that Adam’s obedience would be put to the test, not only for himself, 
but also for the whole human race.   
 Now God didn’t allow this test to go on very long.  We read in chapter 3 that He allowed 
an enemy to enter into the garden:  it was the serpent.  We’re not really told who he was here, but 
we know from the rest of the Bible that he was the devil.  How did he get into the garden?  Well, 
if the account we have in Ezekiel 28 is speaking about this situation (which I believe it is), then 
we know how.  Ezekiel writes, “You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was 
your covering:  the ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper; the lapis 
lazuli, the turquoise, and the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and 
sockets, was in you.  On the day that you were created they were prepared.  You were the 
anointed cherub who covers, and I placed you there.  You were on the holy mountain of God; 
you walked in the midst of the stones of fire.  You were blameless in your ways from the day 



2 

 

you were created, until unrighteousness was found in you.  By the abundance of your trade you 
were internally filled with violence, and you sinned; therefore I have cast you as profane from 
the mountain of God.  And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the 
stones of fire” (28:13-16).  Somewhere in the garden of Eden was the mountain of God.  It was 
the mountain where God’s presence dwelt.  Lucifer was with Him on that mountain, before he 
fell.  He was the anointed cherub that covers.  Every precious stone was his covering.  The 
cherubs appear to be a special class of angels whose job it was also to protect the holiness of 
God.  This is why on the ark of the covenant, there were two cherubs with outstretched wings 
over the mercy seat.  These were symbols of their constant watch.  But Lucifer became very 
prideful and corrupt because of his beauty.  He no longer did what God created Him to do.  
Instead of protecting God’s holiness, his presence was a profaning of it, so the Lord threw him 
off the mountain.  And now he wanted revenge.  Since he couldn’t hurt God, he went after God’s 
new creation, man.  He tried to get man to disobey God in the only way that he could have:  by 
eating the fruit which God told him not to eat of.  If he could only get Adam to eat of that tree, 
then God would have to kill him, for He said, “In the day that you eat from it you shall surely 
die” (Gen. 2:17).   
 And so the devil possessed one of the serpents in the garden, and approached the woman.  
He didn’t go to Adam, presumably because Adam was the stronger of the two and would have 
been more difficult to deceive.  When he came to the woman, he found that she already knew 
about God’s commandment not to eat of the forbidden tree.  She knew that if she ate from it, she 
would die.  But the serpent lied to her.  He said that she wouldn’t die.  He told her that God 
didn’t want her to eat from that tree, because if she did, she would become as wise as God.  He 
deceived her into thinking the tree was actually a good thing and that God was being selfish by 
not sharing it with her.  He began to work on her mind, making her doubt what God’s Word said.  
He began to work on her imagination, making her begin to see how wonderful the fruit was.  She 
finally took some of the fruit and ate it.  Then she gave some of it to her husband Adam -- who 
probably wasn’t there when the serpent tempted her --, and he ate.   
 I want you to notice two things here about the way the devil attacks people, even the 
Christian, whom he spends more time on than those apart from Christ, since he knows that he 
already has them.  First, he tries to confuse us about what God’s Word really says.  He uses the 
truth of God in such a way that you think he is telling you the truth, when he is really deceiving 
you.  He came to Eve and asked her if God said that they couldn’t eat from any tree.  “No,” Eve 
said, “we may eat from the fruit of the trees, but not from the tree in the middle of the garden.  If 
we eat from that tree, we will die.”  But the devil said, “You shall not die.  That tree won’t hurt 
you.  As a matter of fact, if you eat from it, you will become more like God.  God is selfish.  He 
doesn’t want to share it with you.  Go ahead and eat from it and find out how good it is.”  The 
second thing he does is to go to work on our imaginations.  Once he plants his false ideas in our 
minds, he continues to water them until they grow into something that captures our minds, and 
eventually our hearts.  Once we begin to love that thing, whatever it might be, it doesn’t matter 
anymore whether we know it’s wrong or not, he has us.  We will fall into sin, and there isn’t 
much that we can do at that point to stop it.  He deceives us, and then makes the deception grow 
in our minds until we can’t resist it anymore.  What can we do to prevent him from doing this?  
First of all, we need to know the truth of God.  We must study it until we understand what it 
says.  Then when he comes to us with his lies, we must use the truth to resist it.  Second, if one 
of his fiery darts finds its way through into our imaginations, we must quench them and not 
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allow them to grow.  We must put the thoughts out of our minds.  We must take them to the truth 
of the Word and bring them into subjection, even as Paul writes to the Corinthians, “We are 
destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we 
are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (10:5).  Don’t allow yourself to 
dwell on evil things, or they will eventually take over your heart.  Once it does this it is virtually 
too late to do anything about it.  We must learn from this example of Adam and Eve.  Don’t 
deceive yourself into thinking that you are immune to the devil’s attacks.  If he was able to 
deceive a perfect man and woman, how much easier will he be able to deceive you?   
 Adam and Eve were seduced by the devil, and they ate.  All at once their eyes were 
opened.  They knew that they were naked.  Obviously they knew before they ate the fruit that 
they weren’t wearing any clothes, but now they felt the shame of not wearing them.  The 
nakedness they felt was the loss of their innocence.  It was the loss of God’s Spirit.  It was the 
presence of sin.  And immediately, they began to look for some way of covering their nakedness.  
They sowed fig leaves together to try to cover it, but it didn’t work.  Suddenly they heard the 
sound of the Lord in the garden.  What they heard frightened them.  Moses writes that God was 
walking in the cool of the day, which doesn’t mean that He was taking a morning walk, but that 
He was full of wrath.  This passage should really be translated that He was walking in the spirit 
of the day, the day of His judgment.  Adam and Eve had disobeyed Him, and now it was time for 
reckoning.  God called out to the man and said, “Where are you?”  Adam answered, “I heard you 
in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid myself.”  God said, “Who told you 
that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  
Adam blamed Eve for what happened.  And then when God questioned her, she blamed the 
serpent.  And so God, beginning with the serpent, and ending with the man, cursed them.  The 
Lord cursed the serpent more than all the beasts of the field.  He put hatred between his seed and 
the seed of the woman, which didn’t mean that women were cursed to be afraid of snakes, even 
though most people are afraid of them, but that there would be a continual war between the 
children of the devil and the children of God.  Adam and Eve, through their sin, had betrayed 
God and aligned themselves with the devil.  But the Lord, by His grace, was redeeming them 
back to Himself.  He was putting them back in His camp.  And the way He was going to do this 
was through the seed of the woman crushing the head of the serpent.  “He shall bruise you on the 
head, and you shall bruise him on the heel” (v. 15).  The seed of the woman would break the 
head of the serpent, but in so doing, He would also be injured.  This is exactly what happened on 
the cross of Calvary, when the Lord Jesus Christ destroyed the devil’s power over His people 
once and for all, by giving His life for theirs.  The Lord further confirmed this by killing two of 
His animals to make coverings of skin for Adam and Eve.  This was the institution of the first 
sacrifice, the one which Abel was later to bring to the Lord.  But it was also a picture of what the 
seed of the woman would have to do, to finally bring an end to the seed of the serpent.   
 This was the first proclamation of the Gospel, and God gave it immediately after the Fall 
of our first parents.  It was His plan all along to let them fall away from Him, that all mankind 
might fall under His curse, so that He might send His Son into the world to glorify His grace in 
saving His people.  This is ultimately how we will be saved from the devil, and from our sins, 
and brought safely to heaven.  Salvation has always been only through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  As we saw this morning, because of the betrayal of Adam and Eve, because of our 
betrayal of Christ in them, and because of all the times we and the rest of His children have 
betrayed Him since, Christ had to be given over by His Father into the hands of men to be 
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crucified.  It was the only way that the Father could save us.  But it was a price that He was 
willing to pay in order to glorify the wonders of His grace and to bring us safely to heaven.  We 
need to thank God that He was willing to pay it.  And we should dedicate the rest of our day to 
His service, because He has.   
 Now the last thing we see is that the Lord made things more painful for the woman in 
childbearing, that He purposed to remove some of the restraint on the sin of the woman by 
making her desire to rule over her husband, and that He made the work of the man much more 
difficult by cursing the ground.  Death had also entered into the world which would now cut the 
life of the man and the woman short.  But finally, the Lord drove them out of the garden and into 
the world.  And He placed several cherubs at the entrance, as well as a flaming sword, to guard 
His holiness against the man and woman coming back into the garden.  Even though they gained 
what they wanted -- they became more like God, knowing good and evil --, they gained it in the 
wrong way.  They had broken God’s covenant.  Now they were polluted, and could not enter 
again into the garden.  Now their right to the tree of life was taken away.  If they had passed their 
test, they would have eaten of that fruit and lived forever.  But now that they failed, Jesus would 
have to come and bring them back into paradise by becoming Himself the bread of life.  This is 
where the story of redemption begins in the Bible.  The rest of it is just the spelling out of how 
the Lord worked with His people as the time of sending His Son into the world drew near.  As 
we continue through the remainder of Genesis, we will see how this story unfolds.  But for now, 
let’s bow and give the Lord praise and thanksgiving that He graciously gave us His Son, and in 
His Son, eternal life.  Amen.   


