
“Acceptance with God” 

(Galatians 4:4-5) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We have communion with all three persons of the Godhead.   

a.  Our communion with the Father is primarily in His love.  He loves us through 

Jesus Christ, and through Jesus Christ, we love Him in return.  

b.  Our fellowship with Jesus Christ is in His grace and that in three ways:   

(i)  In His personal graces.   

(ii)  In the free acceptance He gives us with the Father.   

(iii)  In all the blessings and fruits of the Spirit He gives us to make us more 

like Him.   

 

2.  Last week, we saw how we have fellowship with Christ in His personal graces.   

a.  This is our fellowship with the God-man, our Mediator, the Lord Jesus, the 

One anointed with the Spirit above measure.   

(i)  It is fellowship with the One who, being both God and man, is perfectly 

suited to save us – He can lay His hand on God and on us and bring us 

together.   

(ii)  It is fellowship in His fullness to save us and provide for us.   

 

b.  Our communion with Christ is like that of a husband and wife:  where we set 

ourselves apart to one another, to love and cherish for eternity.   

(i)  Christ sees us as beautiful in His righteousness, gives Himself to us as our 

Savior and Lord, with all the love, care and tenderness of a husband 

forever.   

(ii)  And we freely and willingly consent to receive and embrace Him alone 

as our all in all, and submit to Him in loving obedience, as our Lord and 

Savior, forever.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s consider the second way we have fellowship with Christ in 

His grace:  in the free acceptance He gives us with the Father through His work 

of redemption – that grace by which He justifies us.   

a.  This is part of what He purchased for us in His earthly work.   

b.  The other part is all the gifts and graces of the Spirit – or our sanctification – 

which we’ll look at next week.  

 

2.  This morning, let’s look at two things:   

a.  First, how Christ purchased this grace for us.   

b.  Second, how we have communion in this grace.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider how Christ purchased this grace for us:  He obtained it through 

1) His obedience, 2) His suffering and 3) His continual intercession.   

1.  It’s what He earned through His obedience.   

a.  Though His obedience to the Moral Law:  to those laws originally established 

in the Garden – the Ten Commandments.   

b.  To those laws that became necessary after sin entered into the world:  i.e., the 

Ceremonial Law.  This is what Paul means when he says Jesus was born 

under the Law (Gal. 4:4).  (Also baptism; Matt. 3:15) 

c.  He also obeyed those laws that were particular to Him as Mediator (Heb. 

5:8).   

(i)  His submission to the Father – though He was a Son, He learned 

obedience.   

(ii)  His offering Himself up to pay for our sins (Phil. 2:8).  Jesus said, “No 

one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative.  I 

have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  This 

commandment I received from My Father” (John 10:18).   

(iii)  His prayers on our behalf (the elect) while on earth, and now while in 

heaven, in which He was heard because He prayed exactly according to 

the Father’s will.   

 

d.  He obeyed absolutely everything that was required of Him, and He did so 

with the right motive and goal – love for God and desire for His glory.   

e.  He was able to do this because He was anointed with the Spirit above 

measure – any man and angel that has the Spirit has Him by measure, but 

Christ was anointed above measure – and He was able to do this by virtue of 

the fact that the person of Jesus Christ is the Son of God – He always did 

those things that pleased the Father.   

 

2.  Second, He earned this grace through His suffering:  He not only lived for us, 

He also died for us.   

a.  He died to pay a price to redeem us.   

(i)  Paul says, “For you have been bought with a price:  therefore glorify God 

in your body” (1 Cor. 6:20).   

(ii)  Peter writes, “You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver 

or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but 

with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of 

Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18-19).  

(iii)  Jesus said, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).   

(iv)  We owed an infinite debt to God’s justice for our sins.  His life was the 

price He paid for our freedom.  It was the only price the Father could 

accept.   
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b.  He died as a sacrifice.   

(i)  He became incarnate – He had a body prepared for Him – for this 

purpose:  that He might sacrifice Himself to take away our sins and 

sanctify us.   

(ii)  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Therefore, when He comes into the 

world, He says, ‘Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but a body 

you have prepared for Me; in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 

You have taken no pleasure.’  Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in the 

scroll of the book it is written of Me) to do Your will, O God.’  . . . By this 

will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:5-7, 10).   

(iii)  Sin had separated us from God and placed us under His wrath.  But 

Jesus’ sacrifice reconciled us (Rom. 5:10).   

 

c.  He died to take our punishment.   

(i)  Isaiah writes, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 

crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 

and by His scourging we are healed” (Isa. 53:5).   

(ii)  Jesus carried our sins on the cross, and God punished Him for them.  

Peter writes, “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that 

we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were 

healed” (1 Pet. 2:24).   

 

3.  Finally, this grace is what He applies through His resurrection and continual 

intercession for us:   

a.  He is our Great High Priest who now appears in the presence of God for us 

(Heb. 9:24); and there He claims grace for us.   

c.  He also obtained the Holy Spirit to apply this grace to us.  We’ll see more of 

this when we look at our communion with the Holy Spirit.   

 

4.  Through His atonement, He removed the reason God turned us away:  our sins.   

5.  Through His obedience, He provided the righteousness that makes us acceptable 

to God.   

6.  Through His mediation, He continually applies these things to us.   

 

B.  Second, how do we have communion in this grace?   

1.  Remember, what Jesus did, He did for us.   

a.  Paul writes, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, 

born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who 

were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).   

b.  He obeyed for us, He died for us, He intercedes for us.   

 

2.  What do we have to do to receive this grace?  There is something we must do.   

a.  The Lord is quite clear:  we must believe.   

(i)  Jesus says, “Come to Me, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).   

(ii)  He says, “He who has believed . . . shall be saved” (Mark 16:15).   
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(iii)  Paul said to the Philippian jailer:  “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).   

(iv)  Faith is what the Lord requires:  unless we believe, unless we trust Jesus 

to save us through His death and obedience, and turn from our sins, we 

will face the consequences of our own sins.   

 

b.  That we might meet this condition, He sent His Spirit to make us alive.   

(i)  Jesus said, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing” (John 

6:63).   

(ii)  Paul writes, “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins . . . But 

God, being rich in mercy . . . even when we were dead, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Eph. 2:1, 4-5).   

 

c.  Once you were quickened by the Spirit and you placed your whole hope in 

Jesus, everything He did became yours:   

(i)  You were crucified with Him (Gal. 2:20).   

(ii)  You died with Him (2 Tim. 2:11; Col. 3:3).   

(iii)  You were buried with Him (Rom. 6:4).   

(iv)  You were made alive with Him (Col. 2:13).   

(v)  You were raised with Him (Col. 3:1).   

(vi)  You are seated with Him in the heavenly places (Eph. 2:5-6).   

(vii)  All your sins are forgiven; you are clothed with His righteousness; you 

are declared just in God’s sight; and you are heirs of heaven, because you 

have trusted in Jesus Christ.     

 

d.  Through faith, we have communion with Christ in His obedience and death – 

through faith we are justified.   

e.  We’ll see next time that we also have communion with Christ through His 

Spirit, who sanctifies us.   

 

3.  This is what the Table reminds us of this morning:   

a.  It reminds us of the obedience of Christ in laying down His life for us.   

b.  Of the only sacrifice, the only payment, God will accept for our sins.   

c.  That He was willing to take on Himself our sins and to be punished in our 

place, so that we could be free.   

d.  If you believe on the Lord Jesus this morning, this is what He has done for 

you.  Prepare to come to the Table to receive His grace that you might love 

and serve Him more in return.   

f.  But it’s also a reminder that if you haven’t trusted in Jesus, you are still in 

your sins and you will be punished for them forever in hell, unless you turn 

from them to Christ.   

g.  Trust in Christ this morning, and be saved.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


