
“Accept One Another” 
(Romans 15:7-12) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Paul has been teaching us how to deal with the weaker brother or sister.   
a.  The weaker brother is the one with the troubled conscience.   
b.  He’s the one who has a hard time accepting change.   
c.  He generally has a hard time with the new liberties the Gospel brings – such as a Jew 

now being able to eat pork, to wear clothing made from two materials mixed, to sow 
two kinds of seed in his field, to eat meat sacrificed to idols.   

d.  He is not the person who knows fully what he believes and stands strong in it.   
e.  He is not the one who merely disagrees, but uses his sensitivity to make others do or 

not do what he or she wants.   
f.  R. C. Sproul pointed out that the weaker brethren syndrome is often used to 

manipulate people in The Tyranny of the Weaker Brother.   
g.  But it only applies to those who are in greater danger of sinning against their 

conscience.   
 
2.  The Lord tells us that we need to be sensitive to our weaker brethren.   

a.  We are not to criticize their convictions; we are not to judge them:   
(i)  That’s the Lord’s business, not ours.   
(ii)  Ex.:  “Oh, you think it’s wrong to drink wine?  Don’t you know the Bible says 

we can?”   
(iii)  What matters is the weaker brother is trying to honor Him.   
(iv)  The Lord sees that and accepts him for it.   
(v)  If he’s doing something wrong, we should admonish them.   
(vi)  If he’s not enjoying some liberty that is his, the Lord will show him in His time.   
(vii)  We must not force them.   

 
b.  Instead, we must make sure we don’t stumble them.   

(i)  If we compel them to do something against their conscience, we’ve made them 
sin; we’ve also turned our liberty into sin.   

(ii)  We are to have our convictions before God.   
(iii)  There are more important things:  righteousness, peace and joy.   
(iv)  To seek for anything else is to grieve God’s Spirit and to lose His blessings, 

both for ourselves and others.   
(v)  Paul says we must pursue peace and build one another up, not tear each other 

down, especially in things that really don’t matter that much.   
 

c.  Far from stumbling our brother, we are to use our strength to serve him.   
(i)  Our freedom is not the issue, our neighbor’s well being is.   
(ii)  We are to use our strength to bear with their weakness.   
(iii)  We are to seek after what is good for them.   
(iv)  This is what Christ did:  He didn’t please Himself, but His Father.   
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(v)  He came to serve us, not Himself – the Lord of glory stooped and washed feet, 
put up with ignorance and pride, denial by His own disciple, even the cross.   

(vi)  He used His strength to minister to us, that He might gather us into one body.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Now in light of these things, Paul says we must accept one another in the same way 

Christ did.   
a.  To enforce this He again points to Christ.   
b.  Christ became a servant to all men that He might reconcile all men to God.   

(i)  He came to fulfill God’s promises to the Jews, bringing them to God.   
(ii)  He came to show mercy to the Gentiles, bringing them also to God.   
(iii)  Christ now accepts all who come to Him, no matter how diverse.   
 

c.  Paul says, we must do the same.   
(i)  God gave us strength to serve our brethren, not attack them.   
(ii)  Whatever our differences are this morning, whatever our backgrounds, whatever 

our likes and dislikes that we have freedom to differ on, we are to accept one 
another as Christ has accepted us.   

 
2.  This morning:   

a.  First, let’s consider what Christ has done to bring about the acceptance of all men.   
b.  Second, that Christ welcomes and receives all who come to Him in faith.   
c.  And thirdly, that having been welcomed by Christ, we are to welcome one another.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Christ became a servant to bring about the acceptance of both Jew and Gentile.   
1.  His work opened the door for the Jew.  “For I say that Christ has become a servant to 

the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the 
fathers” (v. 8).   
a.  Obviously, Christ came to serve His Father in the work of redemption.   
b.  And in so doing, He fulfilled the promises God made to the fathers, opening the door 

of salvation wide.   
c.  Christ is the promised seed of the woman, sent to crush the head of the serpent (Gen. 

3:15).  That is what He did.   
d.  Jesus is the promised seed of Abraham, through whom all the nations would be 

blessed, especially the Jews (Gen. 22:18).   
e.  Jesus is the promised prophet like Moses (Deut. 18:15); He is the great high priest 

God promised, greater than the Aaronic priests (Heb. 7); He is the promised Lamb 
who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29); the promised Son of David, who 
reigns on his throne forever (Luke 1:32-33).   

f.  Jesus came to fulfill all these things, to show God is true, that He keeps His Word.   
g.  He confirmed the promises by fulfilling all of them.   
h.  And now He has opened the door of salvation to Jews.   
i.  Jesus says, “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to 

Me I will certainly not cast out” (John 6:37).   
 
2.  His work also opened the door for the Gentile.   
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a.  “Christ has become a servant . . . for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy” (vv. 
8-9).   

b.  A funny thing:  I was taught in college that Gentile salvation was a mystery in the 
OT.  I scratched my head when I read these verses.   

c.  Clearly, God intended to bring salvation to the Gentiles, as well as Jews.   
(i)  There is salvation only in Christ.   
(ii)  Which means it must have been His will that they trust in Him and become one 

body/people with His people.   
 

d.  Where was that promised?   
(i)  The seed of the woman – meaning not only Christ, but those who were God’s 

elect – were not only Jews.   
(ii)  Noah’s blessing on Japheth, “May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the 

tents of Shem” (Gen. 9:27).  Japheth is considered to be the father of the Gentiles; 
they would dwell in the tents of Shem, through whom Messiah would come.   

(iii)  Abraham’s seed would be a blessing to all nations (Gen. 22:18), not just Jews.   
(iv)  David spoke prophetically, when the Lord delivered him from Saul and all his 

enemies, “Therefore I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the nations, and I 
will sing praises to Your name” (2 Sam. 22:50; cf. Ps. 18:49; Rom. 15:9).   

(v)  And in Psalm 22, “All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, 
and all the families of the nations will worship before You” (v. 27) 

(v)  In the song of Moses, “Rejoice, O nations, with His people” (Deut. 32:43; Rom. 
15:10).   

(vi)  The psalmist writes, “Praise the Lord, all nations; laud Him, all peoples” (117:1; 
Rom. 15:11)!   

(vii)  Isaiah, “He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise 
up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make 
You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth’” 
(49:6).   

(viii)  And Jeremiah says, “O Lord, my strength and my stronghold, and my refuge 
in the day of distress, to You the nations will come from the ends of the earth and 
say, ‘Our fathers have inherited nothing but falsehood, futility and things of no 
profit.’  Can man make gods for himself?  Yet they are not gods!  Therefore 
behold, I am going to make them know – this time I will make them know My 
power and My might; and they shall know that My name is the Lord’” (Jer. 16:19-
21).   

 
e.  The Lord was intending to show mercy to the Gentiles, as well as the Jews.   
f.  Christ came as a servant to open the door to them.   
g.  He accepts all who will come to Him in faith.   

 
B.  Second, I think it goes without saying that having done what is necessary to make all men 

acceptable, Christ now welcomes and receives all who come to Him in faith.   
1.  It was the Father’s will that Christ gather together all kinds of men in His death.   

a.  Christ said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself” 
(John 12:32).   
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b.  He said, “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, 
and they shall hear My voice; and they shall become one flock with one shepherd” 
(10:16), meaning the Gentiles to add to the Jews.   

 
2.  Christ commissioned the Gospel to be preached to every nation.   

a.  “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  
He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has 
disbelieved shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16).   

b.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 
28:19-20).   

 
3.  His invitation, His welcome, His acceptance is still here for anyone this morning who 

will receive Him by faith.   
a.  He says, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” 

(Matt. 11:28).   
b.  He says, “If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink” (John 7:37).   
c.  He says through Isaiah, “Incline your ear and come to Me.  Listen, that you may live; 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, according to the faithful mercies 
shown to David” (55:3).   

d.  If you haven’t received Christ as your Lord and Savior, come to Him now.   
 
C.  Lastly, having been welcomed by Christ, we are to welcome one another, “Wherefore, 

accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God” (v. 7).   
1.  Christ came to reconcile the most diverse groups of people into one body.   

a.  Paul writes, “For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and 
broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, 
which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He 
might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile 
them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the 
enmity” (Eph. 2:14-16).   

b.  There were both Jews and Gentiles in the church at Rome.   
c.  Much of what he says here probably has to do with their differences.   
d.  Paul tells them to accept one another as Christ accepted us.   
e.  This was God’s plan; this alone will glorify Him.   

 
2.  Can we, being reconciled in Christ, hold each other at arms length?   

a.  Not if we expect to glorify God.   
b.  He commands it, we must do it.   
c.  He has opened our hearts in love, we must do it.  
d.  He has sent His Son to receive and accept us; can we reject others for whom He 

died?   
e.  Brethren, let us strive for righteousness, peace and joy – this is what God’s kingdom 

is all about – not division.   
f.  Christ died to bring us together in one body, let’s remember that as we come to His 

table.  Amen.   


