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Why doesn’t the Lord destroy the earth right now and the wicked who are in it?  
Why doesn’t He wipe it all away for the many sins they commit against Him daily?  Paul 
tells us that the Lord continually pours out His wrath on the wicked and unbelieving 
(Rom. 1:18), but why doesn’t He just destroy them all at once?  The reason He doesn’t is 
that His people are still in it, and as long as they are, He will not destroy it.  “You are the 
salt of the earth,” Jesus said (Matt. 5:13).  We are that which preserves the world.  We do 
this not only through our prayers, through telling others about the Gospel, and by being 
peacemakers, but we also preserve it by our presence in this world.  The Lord tells us that 
as long as we are here and as long as there are sheep yet to be gathered, He will not bring 
the final judgment.  This is certainly very gracious and merciful on the part of God, 
because who are we?  Why do we deserve to have the world preserved for us?  Why 
doesn’t God destroy us for our sins?  The answer is that God has decided to have mercy 
on us.  We deserve to be destroyed, just like the rest of the world, and we certainly would 
have.  But the Lord sent His Son, the Lord Jesus, to take away our sins and to give us a 
perfect righteousness.  I hope we never get tired of hearing this, because it is the only 
reason that you or I or any of God’s people will never perish in hell forever, but live with 
Him forever in heaven.  Jesus came to obey for us.  Jesus died to take away our sins.  
And Jesus lives now to pray for us so that we will never fall away from Him.  It is the 
importance of prayer that we will look at this evening:  Abraham’s prayer for the church, 
and, that which it pictures, Christ’s prayer for us.  This world will continue and the 
church will be protected because of the perfect intercession of Jesus.   

Now after the Lord had made the promise to Abraham that he and Sarah would 
have a son, He and the two angels got up and started towards Sodom.  Then the Lord 
said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?” that is, that He was about to 
destroy that city.  His answer was no, He wouldn’t hide it, for several reasons.  First, He 
was intending to make Abraham a great and mighty nation.  Its true greatness was going 
to come from the fact that they would be in covenant with God, that they would know 
Him intimately.  This was God’s blessing to this nation.  And since they would, the Lord 
decided to reveal His plan to them.  Secondly, it was through Abraham that all the nations 
of the earth would be blessed, through the Messiah being born in his line.  The Lord was 
yet to give them a great deal of light through His sacrifices, ceremonies and laws, all of 
which would point to Him.  Should He now hold back the revelation of His judgment on 
the wicked from Abraham?  No.  But thirdly, the Lord had chosen him, He had known 
him or foreloved him, and given him the ability to command his children and his 
household to follow the ways of the Lord by doing what was right and by practicing 
justice, so that He would be able to bring upon Abraham all of the blessings He had given 
to him.  In other words, the Lord was saying that it was through Abraham’s obedience 
that the blessings He spoke of would come to him, but his obedience came only through 
God’s choosing Abraham in the first place.  This is one of the clearest passages in the 
Bible that tells us that we are not saved by our works, or even through our work of 
believing.  God must first choose us, before we will ever choose Him.  He is the One who 
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is sovereign.  He must choose us before we will ever even want to walk in His ways.  If 
we are doing so now, it is only by His grace.  We couldn’t obey Him for a moment apart 
from His mercy, because we wouldn’t want to.  But now since this is what the Lord had 
chosen Abraham for – to walk in righteousness and justice and to lead his family in the 
same, something you fathers should also be doing – should He keep secret from Abraham 
the fact that He was about to destroy these cities for their wickedness and injustice?  
What a lesson and an encouragement this would be for him.  No, the Lord decided that 
He would tell him, even as He tells us today as His children through His Word everything 
that He intends to do before Christ comes again, at least everything we need to know.  
Jesus said to His disciples, “No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard 
from My Father I have made known to you” (John 15:15).  Our Lord tells us that He 
punishes the wicked and blesses the righteous, and one day He is returning to separate 
them once and for all and to give each their full and final reward.  In the mean time we 
are to be about His business.  That’s all we really need to know.   
 And so the Lord tells Abraham, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed 
great, and their sin is exceedingly grave” (v. 20).  What was that outcry?  It was the cry 
for judgment that their sins had raised to heaven.  What was their sin?  Well we know 
from what happens in the next chapter that it certainly had to do with what we call 
Sodomy, or homosexuality, but it also had to do with pride and selfishness.  The Lord 
says to Jerusalem in Ezekiel 16:49, “Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom:  she 
and her daughters had arrogance, abundant food, and careless ease, but she did not help 
the poor and needy.”  In Ezekiel’s day, Jerusalem had become so bad that the Lord called 
Sodom her sister, even though they really weren’t related.  But the sin He indicts them 
for, the same sin they were guilty of, was pride and refusing to help the needy when they 
had so much.  Now we might say, “What are these sins compared to the sin of 
homosexuality?”  But yet the Lord considers these sins to be serious as well.  When we 
really stop and think about it, how is our nation any different than Sodom?  We are guilty 
of exactly the same things.  We are a prosperous nation, but we spend most of our time 
trying to figure out how to get more, rather than helping those who are in need.  We are 
prideful, arrogant, immoral, and full of adultery and homosexuality.  There are more and 
more laws being passed everyday to protect the wicked and to punish the righteous.  If 
the outcry of the city of Sodom was loud enough to reach heaven, how much more that of 
our nation?  One thing we should note here is that Sodom and Gomorrah were not in 
covenant with God.  They were under the broken Covenant of Works, as all people are, 
but not under the Covenant of Grace.  And yet the Lord was about to bring judgment on 
them and eventually did.  It wouldn’t be long before He would also destroy the 
Canaanites, and Egypt, and some of the other nations surrounding Israel, and all because 
of their sin.  The point is that God brings judgment on the wicked, on those who forsake 
His Law and do not walk in His ways, whether they are His people or not.  We mustn’t 
forget that God is pouring out His judgment everyday on the wicked.  He is pouring out 
His judgment on this nation by allowing us to go our own ways and to do our own things.  
If He doesn’t recall us to holiness soon, we may very well end up being destroyed like 
Sodom and Gomorrah.  This should be a wakeup call for us to seek the Lord in prayer 
that He might pour His Spirit out on our nation and turn us from destruction before its too 
late.   
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 Now the Lord knew what Sodom was guilty of and He was going down to see if 
they had done as He had heard.  He obviously didn’t need to go down, since He was just 
as much present in Sodom as He was in heaven, but He went down anyway, in order to 
do things lawfully.  He came down as a witness to verify everything that He had heard, 
just as He did in the case of Babel, as evidence against them.   
 But now we see one more reason the Lord told Abraham what He was about to 
do, and that was so he could pray.  As the two angels now set their eyes on Sodom and 
begin to go down there, Abraham sets his heart to begin to pray for the church of God.  
We call this prayer because Abraham was speaking with God.  Whenever we speak with 
God, we are praying.  He asked God, “Will You indeed sweep away the righteous with 
the wicked?  Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will You indeed sweep it 
away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it?  Far be it 
from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous 
and the wicked are treated alike.  Far be it from You!  Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
deal justly?”  The answer of course is yes.  He can do nothing else.  The Lord would 
never destroy anyone who didn’t deserve it.  Now did Abraham think that there were fifty 
righteous in that city?  Did he think that there might have been more than Lot’s family?  
Was he including the servants of Lot?  Or was he thinking only of Lot?  The fact that he 
prays for Sodom only and not for Gomorrah indicates that his real concern was for Lot, 
as well as the fact that when God spares Lot, He does so because of the prayer of 
Abraham (19:29).  He too was a righteous man, though not a part of God’s covenant 
people (2 Peter 2:7).  And so Abraham pleads with the Lord to spare those who are His.  
And the Lord very righteously and very graciously replies, “If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then I will spare the whole place on their account” (v. 26).  But 
then Abraham asks, “What if there aren’t fifty?  What if there are only forty-five?  Will 
you destroy the city if only five are missing?”  God again graciously says he will not 
destroy it for forty-five.  Then Abraham asks Him about forty, then thirty, then twenty 
and then finally ten, and each time the Lord says that He will spare the city, even for as 
few as ten.  Now why Abraham stopped at ten, we don’t know.  If he had Lot in mind, 
perhaps he thought that among his family there were at least that many.  Or perhaps he 
was afraid to ask God any further.  But there weren’t even that many.  Lot was the only 
one who was righteous.  Lot’s wife will turn back and be destroyed with Sodom (19:26), 
and his two daughters will later get him drunk and commit incest with him (19:30-38).  
Lot was the only righteous person in all of Sodom.  But yet in the Lord’s grace and 
mercy, He removed Lot from the city before He destroyed it.   
 Now what should we learn from this?  First, we should learn that God preserves 
the world because of His people.  The only reason He doesn’t wipe this world out right 
now is because His people are in it.  God would not destroy Sodom until Lot was 
removed, neither will He destroy this world until He has gathered all of His people safely 
into the fold of Christ.  Second, it teaches us that we should pray for the church in this 
world, even as Abraham did.  Even though the Lord won’t destroy the world until His 
plan for it is done, yet His people still suffer in this world.  Peter tells us that Lot’s soul 
was tormented by the wickedness that was all around him day after day.  Ours is as well, 
and that of our brethren who are in the world.  Some are not suffering only spiritually, but 
also physically, as they are persecuted for their faith.  And so as long as we are in the 
world we should pray for the church of God, for our brethren in the world, that the Lord 
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would keep them safe from wicked men and from His wrath when He begins to bring it 
on the wicked.  But as we pray, we should also learn the lesson of humility from 
Abraham.  Notice that when Abraham prays the second time to God about the forty-five, 
he says, “Now, behold, I have ventured to speak to the Lord though I am but dust and 
ashes” (v. 27).  Our prayers will never be heard in heaven if we come to the Lord in 
pride.  We too are dust and ashes.  We are made of nothing but the dust of the ground.  
And if it weren’t for the grace and mercy of God, we would be burned to ashes in a 
moment.  Abraham realized this much more acutely, because he, like Isaiah (Isaiah 6), 
was standing in the Lord’s presence.  And so as we pray, we must remind ourselves that 
we don’t deserve to be heard.  We can only come in the name of Jesus Christ, but in His 
name we can come boldly.  Lastly, we need to see in this prayer of Abraham a picture of 
Christ’s praying for us.  Abraham was interceding for the church, a part of which was in 
Sodom, which is a picture of this world.  He didn’t pray for the wicked of Sodom, but for 
the righteous in Sodom, just as Jesus doesn’t pray for the wicked, but for His people, for 
those who know Him and for those who will come to know Him through their word (John 
17:20).  Jesus prays that the Lord will spare the world for our sakes, even though we are 
few in number.  He also prays for our well-being, that His Father would forgive our sins, 
keep us from the evil one and from falling into the snares of the world.  Jesus prays for 
the righteous.  And again we need to remember that we are not considered righteous 
because of our own righteousness, but only because of His righteousness.  Christ, in the 
covenant of grace, has become our surety, our guarantee that the blessings of the 
covenant would be ours.  The only reason that we are not destroyed right now, and will 
not be destroyed in the day of judgment, is because of what Christ has done.  We must 
never begin to think that we deserve anything good from the hand of God on our own.  
We don’t.  All we deserve is judgment.  But the Lord gives us His blessing instead, 
because of Christ.  May His name be glorified forever.  Amen.   


