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 God is faithful to keep His promises, even when we are not always faithful to 
believe them.  The Christian life can be pictured as a child who is promised ten dollars by 
his parents if he will clean the weeds out of the flowerbed by the end of the day.  Near the 
end of the day, his parents come out to see how he is doing, but find not only that the 
work isn’t done, but that what was done wasn’t done very well.  And so the parents, 
while their son isn’t watching, go to work and finish the job.  At the end of the day they 
come out again just in time to see their son return to the job and the amazement on his 
face at how well the flowerbed looks.  And even though their son doesn’t deserve it, yet 
because of the love that they have for their son, they give him the promised reward, the 
ten dollars.  Now don’t get the wrong idea from this example.  We should require that our 
children work and do their best, but we need to realize that most often they’re going to 
fall short.  Does this mean that we should never reward them or pay them for their 
efforts?  No.  Sometimes, if they don’t put enough effort into it, or try hard enough, we 
shouldn’t pay them.  If we did, it might cause them to develop bad habits.  But if they try 
their best and fail, we should, because we love them and don’t want them to become 
discouraged.  This is really what the Lord does for us.  When we do the things He 
commands, we always fail.  Nothing we do ever measures up to His standards.  And yet 
the Lord still receives our work and blesses us.  Why does He do this?  It’s because of 
His love for us in Christ.  Jesus is like the parent who goes and does it the right way.  He 
fixes the problems, purifies our efforts, and adds His own matchless perfection to it, so 
that the Father receives what we do, so that He receives us, though we often utterly fail 
Him.  Even though we are not always faithful to believe His Word and keep His 
commandments, God is faithful to remember His promises and give to us what His Son 
has earned for us.  This is what we see this evening in this account of Abraham and 
Abimelech.   

The first thing we see in this chapter is Abraham’s failure (vv. 1-2).  The Lord had 
made a promise to Abraham, a promise that He would give him a child within a year, the 
child he had been waiting for, for over 25 years.  Abraham and Sarah could hardly 
believe it at first.  Abraham wondered how a child could be born to a man nearly one 
hundred years old.  Sarah wondered how she could bear a child at ninety.  But they 
accepted it, because God said it.  And they were especially overjoyed knowing that from 
this child the Messiah would eventually come.   

Now we read that Abraham moved to Gerar, in the land of the Philistines, 
probably because he was looking for green pastures for his animals.  The problem here 
was that the Philistines didn’t know the Lord, nor did they fear Him.  They were a fierce 
and covetous people, and it wasn’t at all unusual for them to kill a man and to take from 
him whatever they wanted.  But of course, there was no real reason for Abraham or Sarah 
to be afraid, especially since the Lord had promised them that they would bear a child 
within a year.  You both have to be alive and still together for this to happen.  And they 
knew that the Lord never broke His promises.   
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But when they came to Gerar, Abraham was afraid.  He was so afraid that he told 
those around him that Sarah was his sister.  It almost appears as though Abraham didn’t 
believe God’s promise anymore.  Did he?  He probably did, but not strong enough to 
make a big enough difference.  Now Abraham didn’t lie entirely.  There was some truth 
to the fact that Sarah was Abraham’s sister, as we saw before and as we will see in verse 
12.  She was his half-sister.  But the important fact he left out was that she was his wife.  
What before had been a source of joy for them, especially since it was through their 
union that the Messiah was going to come, was now something they denied.  But how did 
this happen?  How did Abraham and Sarah’s great faith suddenly become so weak?  
Abraham had believed God’s promise to give him son.  He believed that this promise 
would be fulfilled through Sarah.  He had also believed what God said He was going to 
do to Sodom.  He even interceded for Lot on the basis of that belief.  But now his faith 
collapses.   

I think if we reflect on our own hearts long enough, we will easily see how this 
happened.  We are really very weak apart from the Lord’s grace.  If we don’t yet 
understand this, the Lord will soon bring situations into our lives to show us just how 
weak we are.  If God didn’t hold us up every moment of our lives, we would fall flat on 
our faces.  We would fall with every temptation.  We would deny Christ every time we 
should be confessing Him before others.  We would fail every time the Lord calls on us 
to be faithful.  Now we might say, “Sure, but we don’t have the promise Abraham had.  If 
God had made that promise to me, I wouldn’t falter quite so easily.”  Now it’s true that 
we don’t have the same promise that Abraham had, but we do have promises that are like 
it, such as the promise that the Lord will cause us to persevere to the end and the promise 
that He will give us the strength we need to do His will if we will only trust in Him.  But 
having these promises, how often do we still fall?  We shouldn’t be too hard on Abraham 
and Sarah.  We have done the same things, and may very well do them again.  Rather, we 
should be encouraged that even though they did this, the Lord still had mercy on them 
and still gave them the promises.  The thing that should concern us is if we are tempted to 
look down our noses at them and condemn them, thinking that somehow in the same 
situation we would do better.  We really wouldn’t.  Apart from God’s grace, we would be 
much worse.   

Well, what they feared happened.  Abimelech sent and took Sarah into his house 
to become his wife.  Abraham’s life was spared, but at what cost?  What would become 
of the promise now?  How could Abraham have a seed of his own through Sarah, if Sarah 
was no longer his?   

This shows us Abraham’s unfaithfulness, but the second thing we see here is 
God’s faithfulness (vv. 3-7).  Even though Abraham failed, God was still faithful.  First, 
He struck Abimelech’s house with some sickness that made it impossible for the women 
to conceive and bear children.  Second, He prevented Abimelech from touching Sarah.  
And third, He even appeared to Abimelech in a dream at night and threatened him.  He 
told him that he was as good as dead because he had taken Abraham’s wife.  Abimelech 
however pleaded ignorance.  He didn’t know that Sarah was Abraham’s wife.  The Lord 
knew this which is why He didn’t kill him.  And so the Lord told Abimelech to restore 
Sarah to Abraham, and that Abraham would pray for him, since he was a prophet, and 
that they would live.  But if he didn’t do this, he and his entire household would die.   
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 You know there really wasn’t anything Abraham could have done about that 
situation.  Because of his sin, Sarah had been taken away from him.  But yet the Lord 
mercifully intervened.  Even though Abraham failed to believe, God was still faithful and 
upheld His promise.  He protected Abraham and Sarah’s marriage, and by doing so, the 
promised seed.  God can carry out His plan in spite of us, if He so desires.  But God in 
His mercy still chooses to use us, and because He does He still upholds His promises to 
us personally, because He upholds His promises to His Son.  He has promised that one 
day His Son’s kingdom will overcome all other kingdoms.  He has promised that one day 
His people will see His Son’s kingdom come with power and great glory.  He has also 
promised that we will be a part of it, through faith in His Son.  This is something the Lord 
is going to bring about whether we lose hope because we don’t see it happening right 
now, or not.  Christ has also promised that He will dwell in our hearts and uphold us 
during the most difficult times, and He will fulfill that promise, whether we are weak or 
strong in faith, because of His faithfulness.  If we would only believe this, it would 
strengthen our hearts and give us the ability to rejoice no matter what our circumstances 
happen to be.   

And so we see Abraham’s failure and God’s faithfulness.  But thirdly, we see that 
the Lord doesn’t let Abraham off the hook, but calls him to account (vv. 8-13).  The Lord 
didn’t do these things without using the situation to teach Abraham a lesson.  The next 
morning, Abimelech told his servants what happened and they were afraid.  They didn’t 
know much about the Lord, but they did learn from this that whoever He is, He protects 
those who are His.  Then Abimelech called Abraham and asked him to account for his 
actions.  “Why did you do this to us?  What have I done to you that you have brought this 
great sin on us?  You almost caused my death along with the death of my kingdom.  You 
should never have done this.”  We don’t often think about it, but the consequences of our 
sins can sometimes be far more reaching than we realize.   
 Now notice what’s going on here.  Here is a believer being scolded by an 
unbeliever for his unfaithfulness.  It should be the other way around.  It should be the 
believer who reproves the unbeliever for his unfaithfulness through a life of godliness 
and through speaking the truth.  But Abraham had failed.  Even so, he didn’t confess his 
guilt.  Instead, he almost seems to justify his actions.  He said he was afraid because the 
people of the land did not fear God.  He was afraid they would kill him because of his 
wife.  Perhaps knowing that, it would have been better to find somewhere else to pasture 
his flocks in the first place.  But maybe there wasn’t anywhere else.  Perhaps this was the 
Lord’s providential dealing with Abraham to teach him another lesson of faith.  But he 
goes on to say that he really didn’t lie.  Sarah is his sister – the daughter of his father, but 
not of his mother.  This was the agreement he had made with Sarah when they went out 
from his homeland.  Now Abraham could have used this opportunity to testify of the 
wonderful grace of God in fulfilling His promises even when he had failed to hold onto 
those promises, but all he did was try to defend what he had done.  But again, don’t we 
do the same thing?  Sometimes the world calls us to account for what we do.  Sometimes 
it points out our weaknesses and failures.  Why don’t we use those opportunities to testify 
of the gracious mercy of God?  Why are we so afraid to confess Him, especially when we 
sin and He shows us such great mercy?  It’s only because of our pride.  We don’t want to 
expose ourselves to ridicule.  We especially don’t want to if we perceive that those we 
speak with will have a hay-day with our sins.  But it would be such a marvelous 
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testimony to the forgiving grace of God, the same forgiving grace that the world needs.  
Perhaps we wouldn’t be so afraid to do so if we would only remember God’s faithfulness.   
 And so we see Abraham’s failure, God’s faithfulness and Abraham’s call to 
account.  Lastly, we see God’s merciful restoration of all that he lost and more (vv. 14-
18).  God revealed His faithfulness and mercy to Abraham by having Abimelech tell him 
what He had said to him and by Abimelech’s restoring Sarah to him.  The Lord made it 
clear that even though Abraham wasn’t faithful, He was.  Abimelech also gave Abraham 
a gift of sheep and oxen, and male and female servants, and permission to pasture his 
flocks in the best of the land.  He even gave him a thousand pieces of silver to vindicate 
Sarah in the eyes of all men that he had not touched her.  Abraham then prayed to the 
Lord and the Lord healed Abimelech’s household, as He promised He would.   

Abraham received Sarah, and believed in the promise again, and received the 
promised seed, as we will see in the next chapter.  His faith was restored.  But how did 
this happen, in spite of Abraham’s collapse of faith?  It happened because of God’s 
promise to send the promised seed through them.  We mustn’t forget that Christ was 
Abraham’s surety as much as He is ours.  God had bound Himself to Abraham by 
covenant, but this covenant was rooted in the work of Christ.  God could not allow 
Abraham to fall away, because of His purpose to bring the Christ through him.  But He 
also couldn’t, because Abraham was secured by the work of Christ.  This is true of us as 
well if we are God’s children here this evening.  God will also never let us fall fully away 
from Him because of what Christ has done for us.  This shouldn’t be a reason for us to 
sin, but a reason to obey.  God’s grace doesn’t lead us to a life of disobedience.  He gives 
it to us so that He might lead us to repentance.   

The fact that someone as honored in the Bible as Abraham failed should not 
surprise us because he was only a man.  But it can be encouraging to us, since we also 
fail.  We need to remember that when we have a lapse of faith, when we fall into sin, the 
Lord does not abandon us.  He is faithful to keep His promise to us even we fail.  He will 
keep it, because He has promised His Son that He would.  Amen.   


