
“Abraham Rejoiced to See My Day” 
(Genesis 14:17-20)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw the Lord further narrow the line from which He would bring 
His Son into the world.   
a.  Out of all the families of the earth, and out of all the families in the chosen 

line, He called Abraham.   
b.  This is the line He would preserve and give the fuller revelation of His Son.   
 

2.  But we also saw Him do something He hadn’t done before:  separate the godly 
line from the world in order to accomplish this.   
a.  Abraham was living with his father Terah in Ur of the Chaldees, the place 

where Babylon was located.   
b.  The Lord first moved his father Terah and his family out of this land of 

idolatry and settled them in Haran (Neh. 9:7).   
c.  Then, after Terah died, the Lord called Abraham out from his remaining 

family to a place He would show him (Gen. 11:32-12:1).   
d.  This is the way He would preserve the godly line – His church – until He 

could bring His Son into the world and complete His work.   
 

3.  This reminded us of a very important spiritual principle:  As Christians, we are 
called to be in the world, but we are not to be a part of it.   
a.  Our situation is not the same as Abraham’s:   

(i)  We are not called to be a Christian community, physically and socially 
separate from the world.   

(ii)  We are like salt the Lord has sprinkled into the world to be a source of 
light and truth, a means of bringing others into God’s kingdom through the 
Gospel.   

 
b.  On the other hand, our situation is the same:   

(i)  We are to keep ourselves unstained by the world.   
(ii)  We are not to enter into close fellowship or partnership with the world, 

but to come out and be separate in our hearts and in our thinking.   
(iii)  That’s what it means to be holy.   
(iv)  This is the only way we’ll be able to get God’s work done.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Having seen that the Lord called Abraham out to be separate from the world, 
let’s move on now to see the many ways the Lord revealed His plan to Abraham, 
as well as confirmed to him over and over again His intention to bring His Son 
into the world through Abraham’s line, as part of the Covenant of Grace.   

2.  He confirmed these things to Abraham in at least seven ways:   
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a.  First, verbally:  by telling Abraham on several occasions that He would bless 
him, that Messiah would come through him, and that through Him the 
Gentiles would be called into the church.   

b.  Second, through circumcision:  which is a sign and seal of His promise to 
make Abraham the father of many nations.   

c.  Third, through military victory:  by giving him victory over a much stronger 
army, He confirmed the promise that Christ’s kingdom would have dominion 
over the whole earth.   

d.  Fourth, through another sign and seal:  when Melchizedek met him after his 
victory with bread and wine.   

e.  Fifth, through a vision:  that of the smoking oven and burning torch that 
pointed to Christ.   

f.  Sixth, through the fulfillment of a promise:  His promise to give Abraham a 
son.   

g.  And finally, through another type:  a picture of the resurrection of Christ in 
the sacrifice of Isaac.   

h.  It was through these things that Abraham saw Jesus’ day and rejoiced.   
i.  We’ll look at three of these things this morning.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord confirmed the covenant to Abraham verbally:  by telling him on 
several occasions that He would bless him, that Messiah would come through him, 
and that through Him the Gentiles would be called into the church.   
1.  When God called Abraham apart from the world, He also gave him a fuller 

revelation and confirmation of the Covenant of Grace than He had before.   
a.  The Lord had already given two revelations and confirmations prior to this:   

(i)  Once at the Fall in the curse upon the serpent (Gen. 3:15).   
(ii)  And once after the Flood, when the Lord renewed that covenant again 

with Noah and his family (the grant of the world and promise to preserve 
it).   

 
b.  Here now is a third, at the beginning of this third time frame, at and after the 

calling of Abraham.  Now that we are more than half-way to the time of 
fulfillment, God reveals much more regarding His plan.   

 
2.  The Lord confirmed to Abraham not only the blessings of the covenant and that 

Messiah was coming, but that He would come through his offspring and that 
through Him all the nations of the earth would be blessed.   
a.  First, after his father Terah had died in Haran:  “Now the LORD said to 

Abram, ‘Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your 
father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will make you a great 
nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a 
blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I 
will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed’” (Gen. 
12:1-3).   
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b.  Second, after Abraham and Lot had gone their separate ways:  “The LORD 
said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, ‘Now lift up your eyes and 
look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward 
and westward; for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your 
descendants forever.  I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so 
that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can 
also be numbered.  Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; 
for I will give it to you’” (13:14-17).   

c.  Third, just before He gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision:  “Now 
when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and 
said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless.  I will 
establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you 
exceedingly.’  Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, ‘As 
for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a 
multitude of nations.  No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I will make you the father of a multitude of 
nations.  I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, 
and kings will come forth from you.  I will establish My covenant between 
Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  
I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your 
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will 
be their God” (17:1-8).   

c.  And finally, after he had offered Isaac:  “Then the angel of the LORD called 
to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By Myself I have sworn, 
declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly 
multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the 
seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  In your seed 
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 
voice’” (22:15-18).   

d.  The Lord revealed several things more fully to Abraham that He had not 
revealed before:   
(i)  Not only that Christ would be Abraham’s offspring, but that all the 

families of the earth would be blessed through Him.   
(ii)  And that the Gentiles would be called and all the nations would be 

brought into the church.   
(iii)  The Lord spoke to him, and Abraham saw Christ and rejoiced.   
 

e.  How did he see Him?  Through faith.   
(i)  Here was another very important matter that was more fully revealed:  the 

condition of the Covenant of Grace – faith.   
(ii)  When Abraham had returned from the slaughter of the kings, the Lord 

“took him outside and said, ‘Now look toward the heavens, and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.’  And He said to him, ‘So shall your 
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descendants be.’ Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to 
him as righteousness” (15:5-6).   

(iii)  Abraham was saved by grace through faith; this is the first time we see a 
clear connection between faith and imputed righteousness.   

(iv)  This is why Abraham in the New Testament is called the father of those 
who believe.    

(v)  Abraham saw Christ, believed, rejoiced in Him, and was reckoned to be 
righteous in Christ.   

 
B.  Second, the Lord confirmed His covenant through giving Abraham the sign of 

circumcision.   
1.  The Lord not only gave a fuller revelation, but a further confirmation:  a sign 

and seal of the covenant.   
a.  The Lord instituted circumcision to be a seal of the covenant for the visible 

church until Christ should come.   
b.  This was how God sealed His promise to make Abraham a father of many 

nations (Gen. 17:5, cf. 9, 10).   
 

2.  There were other ways it confirmed the covenant:   
a.  It was a seal of the righteousness that Abraham had while uncircumcised – a 

confirmation to him that since he believed, he possessed that righteousness 
which alone justifies – the righteousness that faith brings (Rom. 4:11).   

b.  And it reminded Abraham that, being chosen by God for this purpose, he and 
his family were to keep themselves separate from the rest of the world until 
Christ came.   

c.  Abraham saw circumcision for what it was – the sign of the new birth, a seal 
of the righteousness he had through faith while uncircumcised – he knew how 
this righteousness came – through faith in Christ, the coming Seed – and he 
rejoiced.   

 
C.  Third, the Lord confirmed His covenant to Abraham through military victory.  He 

allowed Abraham to defeat Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him.   
1.  Chedorlaomer was a great emperor over a large part of the world in that day.   

a.  The capital of his kingdom was a Elam, some 1000 miles from Canaan, yet 
his empire had extended to many parts of Canaan (Gen. 14:5-7).   

b.  Some believe he was the king of the Assyrian empire of that day, begun by 
Nimrod at Babel.   

 
2.  But even with his great army, he was not able to defeat Abraham and his trained 

servants, aided by a few men from neighboring tribes.   
a.  This was both a pledge and confirmation to Abraham of the victory that 

Christ (his seed) would have over the nations of the earth.   
b.  The Lord said through Isaiah the prophet, “Coastlands, listen to Me in 

silence, and let the peoples gain new strength; let them come forward, then let 
them speak; let us come together for judgment.  Who has aroused one from 
the east whom He calls in righteousness to His feet?  He delivers up nations 
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before him and subdues kings.  He makes them like dust with his sword, as 
the wind-driven chaff with his bow.  He pursues them, passing on in safety, 
by a way he had not been traversing with his feet. . . .  But you, Israel, My 
servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, Descendant of Abraham My friend, You 
whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called from its remotest 
parts and said to you, ‘You are My servant, I have chosen you and not 
rejected you.  Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about 
you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I 
will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’  Behold, all those who are 
angered at you will be shamed and dishonored; those who contend with you 
will be as nothing and will perish.  You will seek those who quarrel with you, 
but will not find them, those who war with you will be as nothing and non-
existent.  For I am the LORD your God, who upholds your right hand, who 
says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you’” (Isa. 41:1-3, 8-13).   

c.  Abraham’s victory over this great military power was a picture and the 
beginning of the fulfillment of a promise that Christ would subdue the earth.   

d.  Abraham saw this by faith, and he believed, and rejoiced.   
 

III.  Application.  Abraham looked through these types and shadows, through these 
pledges and promises and saw Christ, embraced Him by faith, and was saved.  Have 
you seen Christ this morning?   
A.  We have the clearer light of the NT.   

1.  We see in these pages the fulfillment of all these things.   
2.  Abraham had pledges of their fulfillment through types and shadows.   
3.  But through them, he clearly saw Christ and believed and rejoiced in what he 

saw.   
4.  He was gloriously delivered from death and hell, and given eternal life.   
 

B.  What about you?   
1.  Do you see Him?  Have you believed in Him?  Have you received His life?   
2.  He is the only way of salvation.  He was then, and He still is today.   
3.  Nothing has changed.   

a.  Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.   
b.  If you believe what God has said regarding His Son and trust in Him, you 

also will be counted righteous by God, by the same righteousness by which 
Abraham was justified – the righteousness of Christ.   

c.  If you haven’t trusted Jesus to save you, do so now and receive His life.  
Amen.   


