
“Abraham Rejoiced to See My Day, Part 2” 
(Genesis 22)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  When the Lord separated Abraham from the world, He also chose at that time to 
confirm His Covenant of Grace with him in several ways.   

2.  Last week, we saw:   
a.  That He confirmed His covenant through promise:   

(i)  The promises contained several specific blessings:   
(a)  That he would possess the land of Canaan.   
(b)  That he would have numerous offspring.   
(c)  That many nations would rise from him.   
(d)  That his seed would possess the gates of their enemies.   
(e)  And that a special seed would come from his line through whom all 

the nations of the earth would be blessed.   
 

(ii)  These promises pointed to Christ and confirmed the blessings He would 
bring.   
(a)  The land promise was pointing to the new heavens and the new earth.   
(b)  The numerous offspring and his being the father of many nations to 

the fact that he would be the father of both believing Jews and Gentiles.   
(c)  The special seed pointed to Christ, through whom all these blessings 

would come to the world.   
(d)  And his seed possessing the gates of their enemies to the fact that all 

the nations would one day be subjected to Christ.   
 

b.  The Lord also sealed these blessings to Abraham through the rite of 
circumcision:   
(i)  Circumcision is a sign of the blessings of the new birth.   
(ii)  It was a seal of the righteousness he had through faith while 

uncircumcised.   
(iii)  But again it pointed to the Seed as the One who could bring this new 

birth and with it all the blessings of the Covenant of Grace.   
 

c.  And through the victory He gave him over Chedorlaomer, the Lord gave 
Abraham a pledge of the fulfillment of His promise that His seed would 
possess the gates of their enemies – which was a foreshadowing of the 
victory Christ would have over the kingdoms of the world.   

 
3.  Each of these confirmed God’s promises to Abraham.   

a.  Each of them also pointed to Christ, through whom these blessings would 
come.   
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b.  Abraham knew these things; he saw Christ through them, embraced Him by 
faith, received His righteousness and rejoiced.   

c.  Because of the strength of Abraham’s faith, he may have even seen Christ 
more clearly than we do.   

d.  May the Lord open our eyes and give us a stronger faith to see Christ this 
morning through His Word and by His Spirit.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  There were a few more ways the Lord showed Abraham His Son.   
2.  This morning, we’ll conclude this section by looking at the final three:   

a.  First, the Lord gave Abraham a sign and seal of His Son’s suffering and 
death.   

b.  Second, He gave Abraham a vision of His sufferings and glory.   
c.  Finally, He gave him a picture of the birth, death and resurrection of Christ.   
d.  These were several more ways Abraham saw Christ’s day through faith in the 

Lord’s promises, and he rejoiced.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the sign and seal the Lord gave Abraham.   
1.  The Lord confirmed His covenant to Abraham again when Melchizedek met 

him as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings.   
a.  Melchizedek, we are told, was the king of Salem, priest of the most high 

God, a priesthood that existed prior to the Aaronic priesthood.   
b.  The author to the Hebrews tells us he was a type of Christ, who met 

Abraham, blessed him, bringing him bread and wine (Heb. 7:3).   
c.  In what way was Melchizedek a type or picture prefiguring Christ?   

(i)  First, by his name that means “king of righteousness.”  Who is the king 
of righteousness but Christ?   

(ii)  Second, by his office of king:  he was the king of Salem, which 
translated means “the king of peace.”  Christ is the Prince of peace.   

(iii)  Third, by his office of priest – there were very few kings who have 
also functioned as priests:  Melchizedek, Moses, and David, all of 
whom were types of the greatest kingly priest, Jesus Christ.   

(iv)  Fourth, by the fact he was a priest with no genealogical connection to 
Levi:  he was of another order of priests, one that predated the Levitical 
priesthood and was superior to it (we see this in that Abraham – who 
was the father of Levi – paid tithes to Melchizedek and was blessed by 
him).   

(iv)  Fifth, in that he lives forever:  there is no record of Melchizedek’s 
birth or his death (Melchizedek didn’t live forever, but the absence of 
these records makes him appear as though he did).   

(v)  Was Melchizedek Christ?   
(a)  Some believe he was a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ.   
(b)  Others believe he was Shem, or one of the last of Shem’s family 

outside of the line of Abraham.   
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(c)  He certainly was a priest of the Most High God and a king who 
lived in Abraham’s days.   

(d)  But the author to the Hebrews tells us he was not Christ, but one 
“made like the Son of God” (Heb. 7:3), who stands as a picture of 
Christ.   

 
2.  Seeing that Melchizedek was a type of Christ, it seems very reasonable that 

the bread and wine he brought was also a picture of something that had to do 
with Christ and His work:  the same thing the bread and wine represent in the 
Lord’s Supper.   
a.  Abraham was to receive a seal of the covenant in circumcision that was 

the equivalent of baptism (Gen. 17).   
b.  But before this took place, the Lord gave him a seal of the covenant that 

was the equivalent of the Lord’s Supper, long before the Passover was 
instituted.   
(i)  The fact that Melchizedek met Abraham with these elements after his 

victory over Chedorlaomer confirms that this triumph was a pledge of 
God’s fulfillment of that covenant.   

(ii)  This was the very mercy Melchizedek mentioned when he brought 
them to Abraham (Gen. 14:19-20).   

 
c.  In seeing Melchizedek, in his serving him bread and wine, in 

Melchizedek’s blessing Abraham and in Abraham’s tithing to 
Melchizedek, Abraham saw Christ.   
(i)  He saw Christ’s superior kingship and priesthood.   
(ii)  He saw Christ’s superior sacrifice.   
(iii)  And when he did, he rejoiced.   

 
B.  Second, let’s consider the vision He gave Abraham of Christ’s coming 

sufferings and the glory that would follow.   
1.  The Lord gave Abraham another confirmation of the Covenant of Grace in 

the vision of the smoking oven and burning lamp that passed between the 
pieces of his sacrifice (Gen. 15).   
a.  After his victory over Chedorlaomer, the Lord appeared to Abraham in a 

vision and again affirmed His promise to give Abraham a son and to give 
his descendants the land of Canaan.   

b.  On this occasion, Abraham asked, “O Lord GOD, how may I know that I 
will possess it?” (15:8).   

c.  The Lord responded by having him sacrifice a three year old heifer, a three 
year old female goat, a three year old ram, a turtledove and a young 
pigeon.  He was to cut the animals in two and lay each half opposite the 
other, but he was not to cut the birds.   

d.  “Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and 
behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him.  God said to Abram, 
‘Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is 
not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.  



4 

But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they 
will come out with many possessions.  As for you, you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age.  Then in the fourth 
generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet 
complete.’  It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and 
behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed 
between these pieces.  On that day the LORD made a covenant with 
Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I have given this land, from the river 
of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:  the Kenite and the 
Kenizzite and the Kadmonite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the 
Rephaim and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the 
Jebusite’” (15:12-21).   

e.  What did this mean?   
 

2.  Certainly, the vision had to do with what would happen to Abraham’s 
offspring:   
a.  The smoking oven had to do with their sufferings in the iron furnace of 

Egypt for 400 years.   
b.  The torch had to do with their deliverance and the light the Lord would 

give them and make them to the world.   
 

3.  But it also had to do with Christ’s sufferings and death.   
(i)  The smoking oven pointed to Christ’s sufferings at the hand of the 

Romans and His death on the cross.  Abraham’s sacrifices pointed to this 
as well.   

(ii)  And the burning torch pointed to the light, truth and glory that would 
follow.   

(iii)  What happened to the seed of Abraham as a nation was often a type of 
what would happen to Christ.   

(iv)  Abraham saw the coming Seed through these things and rejoiced in his 
Savior.   

 
C.  Finally, let’s consider the picture He gave Abraham of the birth, death and 

resurrection of Christ.   
1.  First, the birth of Isaac both confirmed the Covenant of Grace to Abraham 

and gave him a picture of Christ’s coming.   
a.  The Lord promised Abraham this seed when both he and Sarah were past 

their child-producing years.   
b.  The fulfillment of it was miraculous:   

(i)  It confirmed that God would fulfill His promise to multiply Abraham’s 
offspring as the stars of heaven.   

(ii)  And having given him that seed, it confirmed that One would come 
through whom all the nations of the earth would be blessed:  the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
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2.  Second, through the sacrifice of Isaac, the Lord further confirmed the 
covenant and gave Abraham a picture of the coming death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (Heb. 11:17-19).  There are several parallels between the events 
that took place on Mount Moriah and the events in Christ’s life.   
a.  First, the Lord told Abraham to sacrifice his only son, Isaac – Jesus is the 

only-begotten of the Father whom He sent into the world to sacrifice.   
b.  He was to sacrifice him as a burnt offering – an offering that symbolized a 

complete dedication to the Lord, since the whole offering was consumed 
in smoke and given to God – Jesus gave Himself wholly to God in His life 
as a living sacrifice and poured out His life unto death on the cross.   

c.  The Lord told Abraham to offer his son on a mountain He would show 
him in the land of Moriah – the Temple, where all the typical sacrifices 
pointing to Christ were offered, was built on Mount Moriah (2 Chr. 3:1).   

d.  Abraham laid the wood for the sacrifice on Isaac’s back to carry it up the 
mount – Christ bore His own cross, at least for a time, to Golgotha.   

e.  Abraham was willing to sacrifice his own son, believing that God would 
raise him from the dead, since it was in Isaac that his descendants would 
be called (Heb. 11:18) – God gave His Son to die on the cross for our sins, 
and raised Him from the dead as part of the reward for His sacrifice.   

f.  Finally, the Lord mercifully spared Isaac and provided a substitute 
sacrifice in the ram – the Lord provided Jesus as our substitute, who took 
our guilt on Himself and suffered and died in our place so that we might 
live.   

 
3.  Abraham saw Christ’s day:   

a.  He saw it through Melchizedek, his offering of bread and wine, the 
sacrifices, the vision of the smoking oven and burning torch, and the birth 
and sacrifice of Isaac, and he rejoiced.   

b.  Do you see Christ through these events, as well as the rest of Scripture?   
c.  Seeing Him, have you trusted in Him, and received His righteousness by 

faith?   
d.  Do you know that you are justified by His righteousness and are you 

rejoicing in this as Abraham also did this morning?   
e.  If not, then look to Him now by faith and receive His life and 

righteousness.   
f.  If you do see Him, then seek for the grace to rejoice in Him more and for 

the strength to do more for Him in return.   
g.  If the sight of what Jesus has done for you doesn’t move your heart then 

something is terribly wrong.   
h.  We need to see Christ in the same way Abraham did.  Let’s commit to 

pray that the Lord would pour His Spirit into us, renew our hearts and give 
us a clearer view of Jesus.  Amen.    


