
 

“A Son, Made Perfect Forever”  
(Hebrews 7:26-28) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The last time we were looking at the book of Hebrews, the author was 
giving to us different arguments or reasons to show us that the Levitical priesthood was 
not sufficient.  It did not have the power to perfect us.  It could not bring us to God.  
Whatever it was that was necessary to do this, the earthly priests, the animal sacrifices, 
the ritual cleansings, were not enough.  And so if God was to accomplish His purposes, if 
He was to redeem a people for Himself out of the fallen human race, He needed to 
replace that priesthood.  He needed to bring in something better.  And that is what the 
author to the Hebrews was arguing that He did.  The fact that He raised up another priest 
from another priesthood, showed that God was setting aside the Levitical priesthood.  For 
if the Levitical priests had been able to bring us to God, they would have, and another 
priesthood would not have been necessary.  The fact that He raised up another priest, who 
was not descended from Aaron, shows us that the Law had been changed.  And, of 
course, if the law had been changed, then there must have been a change of priesthood as 
well.  “For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law 
also” (v. 12).  And this was made even clearer by the fact that God had raised up a priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek, and not according to the order of Aaron.  If the 
law of the priesthood had not been changed, then Jesus could not have been a priest at all.   
  The point is that the old priesthood was set aside because it was weak and useless, 
so that a better hope might be brought in, one by which we may draw near to God.  God 
appointed His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ by the word of His oath, that He might be the 
guarantee for us that we would receive what was promised in the Covenant of Grace.  
Jesus is the only guarantee that you or I have that we will ever received those blessings, 
for we, in our own strength, could never have obtained them.  The author to the Hebrews 
concludes, “Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”   
  In our passage this evening, the author continues to contrast Christ with the 
Levitical priests, this time in their persons.  The Levitical priesthood was weak and 
useless, mainly because its priests were imperfect sinners.  But God, by means of a sacred 
oath, appointed One who is perfect to fill the new office that we might have a perfect 
mediation, a perfect way to God, one that would not fail.  The author now goes on to 
show us that Christ is the only One who could have brought in this hope which we so 
dearly cherish.  And what he shows us is that,  
 
  Christ has been perfectly fitted to be our high priest.   
 
I.  Why is Christ exactly what we need?  Why was it necessary that we should have 

such a priest as He?  It is because what He is answers every one of our needs.   
A.  In the medieval church, there was a debate about whether or not Christ needed to 

be a man in order to work out our salvation.   
1.  There were those who believed that Christ could have come as just about 

anything.   
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a.  He could have come as a horse, or a donkey, or any other kind of creature, as 
long as He had blood which could be shed for our sins.   

b.  But is this true?   
 

2.  The problem with this, of course, is that it was not the animals that sinned, it 
was man.  And if Christ was to come and save us, He had to do it in our nature.  
Christ, in other words, had to become a man.  But why in our nature?   
a.  Why could He not have come as a sacrificial animal?   

(i)  After all, God allowed animals to be sacrificed in our place under the Old 
Covenant, didn’t He?  Yes, He did.   

(ii)  But He also made it clear that those sacrifices could not take away our 
sins.  At least He did to us in the New Covenant.  In the Old Covenant, 
they were told that their sins would be removed, if they offered the 
sacrifices.  Those who believed made those offerings, and their sins were 
forgiven.   

(iii)  But God never said that it was the blood of the animals itself that 
cleansed them from those sins.  For if those sacrifices could have removed 
our sins, then why would Christ have had to die at all?   

(iv)  The same thing is true with regard to the Law.  Paul says, “If a law had 
been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed 
have been based on law” (Gal. 3:21).  But the point was that the Law was 
not intended to bring life.  It didn’t have the ability to give us life.  The 
problem, again, was not with the Law, but with us.  We couldn’t keep it!   

(v)  The same thing is true with regard to the sacrifices.  If they could take 
away our sins, then why would we need anything else?  The point is that 
they couldn’t.  This is what the author will argue later in this sermon, 
where he writes, “For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good 
things to come and not the very form of things, can never by the same 
sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those 
who draw near.  Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, 
because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have 
had consciousness of sins?  But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of 
sins year by year.  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 
take away sins” (10:1-4).   

(vi)  Now if this is true, then why did God command them in the first place?  
God gave those sacrifices to them as a picture of the One whose blood 
would remove their sins.   

(vii)  They were meant only to point them to the fact that if they sinned, their 
lives were forfeit.  As the Lord said through Ezekiel the prophet, “Behold, 
all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is 
Mine.  The soul who sins will die” (Eze. 18:4).  This was to show them 
how serious their sins really were.  Sometimes we grow so accustomed to 
grace that we no longer take sin seriously.  If we had to offer an animal on 
the altar for each sin we committed, then we would have a better idea of 
how serious it is.  If we had to face death ourselves, then we would know 
even more acutely.   
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(viii)  But as I said, these sacrifices were also to point them to the One whose 
blood could take away their sentence of death, the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
blood of animals could not do it, but Christ’s could!  It had to be the blood 
of man.   

 
b.  But forgiveness was not all that was needed for God’s people to be redeemed 

to Him.  They also needed a perfect righteousness, something which the 
removing of sins cannot do.   
(i)  For instance, let’s say you need a million dollars to get into heaven, but 

you are a million dollars in debt.  If someone comes and pays off your 
debt only, you are still a million dollars short of entering into heaven.  You 
need to not only have your debt paid, but you need the amount that you are 
short to be paid as well.  Christ not only removed our debts, but He also 
credited to us His righteousness, the righteousness we needed, the perfect 
record of having done everything right.   

(ii)  How could an animal have done this for us?  It couldn’t have.  Therefore 
Christ had to be more than an animal.  He had to be a man.   

 
B.  But Christ had to be more than this.  He had to be a perfect man.  An imperfect 

man could not bring us to God.  Nor could a thousand perfect men do this.  No 
matter what number you multiply zero by, you still end up with zero.  And no 
matter what number you multiply a negative number by, you still end up with a 
negative number.  What we needed was a positive number, one which is infinitely 
great.  And that is what Christ corresponds to among men, He is One who is 
infinitely worthy.  He is in every way fitted to be exactly what we need.  He is 
perfect, whereas the Levitical priests were imperfect.   
1.  The author says first, that He is holy.   

a.  Holiness is a comprehensive word which means set apart, set apart from 
common use to holy use.  Or in the case of moral creatures, set apart from all 
sin, unto all righteousness.   

b.  God is holy.  He is set apart from all sin.  He is high and exalted and separate 
from sinners.  He is morally perfect.   

c.  Holiness for us means basically the same thing:  being set apart from all sin, 
and being set apart to God.  It means to put off all the wrong things and to put 
on all the right things.   

d.  The problem with the Levitical priests was that they didn’t have a perfect 
holiness, nor could they supply us with one.   

e.  But we needed a perfect holiness if we were to enter into heaven.  The author 
to the Hebrews writes, “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification 
without which no one will see the Lord.”   

f.  The Levitical priests were holy in the sense that the Lord had set them apart 
to Himself, instead of the first-born of Israel, to draw near to Him.  And this 
was a great honor.  But theirs was an external holiness.  Even the garments 
which they wore revealed that they needed a holiness outside of their own, in 
order to draw near to God.   

g.  Their own holiness was not perfect.  It was imperfect.  They could not truly 
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enter into the presence of God through it, for their righteousness, even of the 
best of them, was as filthy rags.  Even they needed the righteousness which 
God supplies.   

h.  But how could one who is not holy, hope to make us holy?  They couldn’t, 
nor were they ultimately meant to.  They were only shadows or a pictures of 
the One who could.   

i.  But Christ, the reality, is holy.  He is the One whose life was perfectly 
separated unto God.  His heart beat for God’s will, and He perfectly hated all 
sin.  Christ only did those things which please the Father.  No Levitical priest 
could possibly say this of himself, nor could we, though we would like to.   

j.  And because Christ is holy, He is able to make us holy too.  Through faith in 
His name, His perfect record of righteousness becomes ours.  Through faith 
in His name, His perfect sacrifice washes away all of our impurities.  
Through faith in His name, He is able to enable us to separate ourselves from 
all sin, and to put on all obedience.  However, it will never be perfect in this 
life, and this will always cause us grief.   

k.  Christ is the priest who is perfectly fitted to make us holy, because He is 
holy.  And when we are united to Him, His holiness becomes ours, and that 
holiness actually begins to be worked out in our lives.   

 
2.  Secondly, Christ was innocent.   

a.  His innocence means that he had done no evil, He was without fault.   
b.  This is the way that man was in the garden.  He had no intimate knowledge 

of evil, because he had never committed any.  Yet he did gain that knowledge 
at the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  He experienced what it was to 
disobey God.   

c.  This Fall also brought this same acquaintance with evil to all men, the priests 
included.  They were not faultless.  They, like all men, had done evil.   

d.  But Christ was perfect.  He was innocent.  He never committed any evil act.   
e.  Even man in the state of salvation is not like this.  He may be viewed by God 

as though he had never sinned and had always done everything right legally, 
but not really.  Even though our sins are removed in Christ, we still have had 
a first hand acquaintance with sin and evil.  And so did the Levitical priests, 
and this disqualified them from coming into God’s presence.   

f.  But Christ is He is qualified to enter into that hold place, because He is 
innocent.  Remember what the psalmist says, “Who may ascend into the hill 
of the LORD?  And who may stand in His holy place?  He who has clean 
hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood, and has 
not sworn deceitfully.  He shall receive a blessing from the LORD and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation” (Psalm 24:3-5).   

g.  What man is there among us who qualifies according to these standards?  
Who of us could ascend the hill of the Lord?  No one!  But Christ can, and 
He did for us, through His priestly mediation.   

 
3.  Thirdly, Christ was undefiled.   

a.  Undefiled means that He was spotless or morally pure.   
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b.  Certainly, if you are holy and innocent, there will be no moral blemishes 
either, none of the stains which sin brings.   

c.  Such obviously was not the case with the Levitical priests.  They were like 
the spotted lambs among the flock, which were not worthy to be offered to 
God.   

d.  But such is not the case with Christ.  Peter calls Him the spotless Lamb of 
God.  He writes, “And if you address as Father the One who impartially 
judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the 
time of your stay upon earth; knowing that you were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited 
from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:17-19).   

e.  The spotless sacrificial lamb represented the spotless Lamb of God who alone 
could take away the sins of the world.  And this is what Christ did.  And only 
He could have done this.   

 
4.  Fourthly, Christ was separate from sinners.   

a.  This is something which is included in all the following.   
b.  Christ came into the world and into our nature.  But the one thing He never 

partook of was our sin.  Like God, He was holy, since He is God in human 
flesh.   

c.  The priests were not separate from this sin.  They were born sinners like the 
rest, having had Adam’s sin imputed directly to them.   

d.  But Christ was kept separate from this sin by His supernatural conception in 
the womb of the Virgin, by the Holy Spirit.   

e.  Hence Christ is able to separate us from sin as well.   
 

5.  And fifthly, Christ was exalted above the heavens.   
a.  This has reference to the glory and majesty which He received for His work.  

The author writes, “But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, 
sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until his 
enemies be made a footstool for His feet” (10:12-13).   

b.  After Christ had completed His work, the Father greatly glorified Him and 
gave Him the name above every name.  And He made Him to sit at His right 
hand, until all the nations shall be subdued under Him.   

c.  Now who can reach to God, except One who is with God?  Who can 
reconcile us to God, except One who is in His presence?   

d.  Isaiah writes, “For thus says the high and exalted One who lives forever, 
whose name is Holy, ‘I dwell on a high and holy place’” (Isaiah 57:15).   

e.  Christ, after He made purification of sins, entered into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us (Heb. 9:24).   

f.  No earthly priest could ever ascend into heaven to bring us to God.  One had 
to descend from heaven in order to do this.  That One was Christ, who is 
again raised up into heaven, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
behalf.   
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6.  The bottom line is that Christ is perfect and perfectly fitted to be our great high 
priest.  The earthly Levitical priests are not.   
a.  Christ did not need to enter the Lord’s presence through sacrifices, as the 

earthly priests did daily.  Christ never sinned.   
b.  Nor did Christ need to continually bring sacrifices for the sins of His people, 

for this He did once for when He offered up a perfect sacrifice, the sacrifice 
of Himself.  The earthly priests had to continually bring sacrifices, which 
showed that their sacrifices could not take away sins.  The Roman catholic 
priests today betray the same problem when they think that they continually 
offer Christ again to God on the altar daily.   

c.  We do not need a perpetual Mass, as the Roman church believes, for Christ 
has cleansed us once for all by His once for all sacrifice on the cross.   

d.  Christ’s is a far better sacrifice than that of the Levitical priests, for it forever 
removes the sins of His people.   

 
7.  The conclusion is, “For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but 

the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect 
forever.   
a.  The Law is inferior to the oath, for those appointed according to the law are 

weak, but the One who is appointed according to the oath, is perfect, and is 
perfectly able to bring us to God.   

b.  Do you know this Son, made perfect forever, as your great high priest?  If not 
I would invite you to come to Him now and take hold of Him and trust in 
Him unto everlasting life.  He is the only One who is equipped to actually 
bring you into a right relationship with God, whom to know is everlasting 
life!  If you don’t know Him, believe in Him now and through Him enter into 
the joy of salvation.   

c.  But if you do know Him, take confidence in the fact that God has provided 
for you in Christ everything that you need.  In Christ there is the forgiveness 
of sins.  In Christ there is a perfect righteousness which will withstand His 
holy scrutiny on the day of God’s judgment.  And in Christ there is the 
strength to endure every trial and temptation, and there is the power to live 
the life He calls you to.  Don’t let anything shake your confidence from Him 
and don’t place your confidence in anyone else.  Trust in Christ.  For He is 
able to bring you to God.  Amen.   


