
“A Shoot Will Spring from Jesse” 
(Isaiah 11:1-10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Last week, when we were in Zechariah 6:9-15, we were introduced to a man by the 

name of Branch.   
1.  Zerubbabel, the governor, and Joshua, the high priest, were sent by God to build 

the Temple.   
2.  But when the Lord told Zechariah to take an offering of silver and gold, make a 

crown, and set it on the head of Joshua, He spoke of another who would build 
the true Temple – a man by the name of Branch.   

3.  He was the One who would be appointed by the Lord to be both a priest and a 
king.   

4.  He was also the One who would fulfill the counsel of peace – the Covenant of 
Grace – who would reconcile God with His people, and in doing so would build 
the spiritual temple, the church.   

 
B.  In looking at who this One was, last week, we saw that His name indicated that He 

was going to come from Jesse, the line of David.   
1.  This led us to this passage I read last week.   
2.  Although it brings us back to the subject of the kingship of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, I thought it would be encouraging for us to consider it again, especially 
in light of the war going on in Iraq.   

3.  We are told here that the Messiah, would come from the line of Jesse, would be 
anointed with the Spirit of the Lord to rule over the nations righteously, and 
most importantly for our purposes this evening, would bring in a time of 
righteousness and peace.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  The first thing we see is the line from which Messiah would come.   
1.  He would be a shoot from the stem of Jesse, a branch from his roots  (v. 1).   

a.  In symbolic language, Isaiah here tells us that Messiah will come from the 
line of David.   

b.  The line of David, at this time, would be like a tree cut down.  The only thing 
left would be its stump.   

c.  But because of the Lord’s promise to raise up a seed to David, to set Him on 
his throne and to establish His throne forever (2 Sam. 7:13), He would cause 
the life in the stump to come forth again.   

d.  A shoot would spring from the stump, a Child would be born – Jesus, the Son 
of Mary, the adopted Son of Joseph – both of whom were in line of David.   

 
2.  His name would be Branch.   
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B.  But unlike many of the branches of David’s line – former kings who were wicked 
men – this Branch would bear fruit – good fruit.  But why?  The Spirit of the Lord 
would rest on Him (v. 2).   
1.  He would be anointed with the Spirit of God.   

a.  In the OT, the king, priest and prophet were ordained to office by anointing 
with oil, which was symbolic of the anointing of the Spirit that each needed 
to fulfill his office.   

b.  The Christ was also to be anointed with the Spirit, and we see in the NT that 
He was without measure (John 3:34).   

 
2.  What does the anointing of the Spirit bring?   

a.  Wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord.   
(i)  He would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will.   
(ii)  He would understand that knowledge, be able skillfully to apply it to 

Himself and to others (wisdom and counsel).   
(iii)  He would have the strength to stand for that knowledge and speak it 

boldly.   
(iv)  And the fear of the Lord would be His motivation.   
(v)  He would not only fear the Lord, but delight in that fear.   
(vi)  All of these things were clearly in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
(vii)  They were given to Him by the Spirit of the Lord.   
 

b.  Application:  This is also why we need the Spirit.   
(i)  We have been given a similar task of living to the glory of God, and all 

these things are necessary.   
(ii)  We need knowledge and understanding of His Word.   
(iii)  We need the strength to stand up for it.   
(iv)  We also need the wisdom to be able to apply it to ourselves and to 

counsel others in the paths of righteousness.   
(v)  And we need a healthy fear of the Lord.  We need not only to fear Him, 

but to delight in the fact we do, because this is a gracious gift.  Only those 
who are fools don’t fear Him.  But those who are wise, do.   

 
C.  These things were necessary to enable Him to bear the kind of fruit He was to bear.  

What was that fruit?   
1.  He would judge righteously (vv. 3-4).   

a.  He would not judge by what His eyes see – which means He wouldn’t look 
only at the outward circumstances or be affected by hypocrisy or bribes.   

b.  Nor would He make a decision by what His ears hear – He wouldn’t be 
deceived by lies or influenced by flattery.   

c.  But He will judge righteously and fairly the poor and afflicted – according to 
the truth of God.   

d.  In other word, He will overturn judicial systems like ours where 
righteousness, justice and truth for the most part are no longer sought.   
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e.  No more three strikes and you’re out.  He would deal out justice.  If there’s a 
capital offense, there’s capital punishment.  If there’s stealing, there’s 
restitution.  It will be one strike and you’re out.   

f.  Speedy and swift justice would certainly make the hearts of the wicked afraid.   
g.  But not the hearts of God’s people, because this is what we want.   

 
2.  Secondly, He would rule righteously (v. 4).   

a.  His rule would be from heaven, but He would carry it out on earth through 
His Word.   

b.  “He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His 
lips He will slay the wicked” (v. 4).   

c.  This is to say that He would rule His kingdom by His Word.  His Word will 
be a threat to those who do evil and by His Word their sentence would be 
executed.   

d.  It may very well be that in these times the work of the Spirit will be so 
powerful that men will fear and submit to the Lord.   

 
3.  He would so this because He would be righteous and faithful (v. 5).   

a.  Righteousness will be the belt around His loins and faithfulness the belt 
around His waist, which means this would be His character.   

b.  These are the fruits we have, if we know Him, and we need to make sure that 
we do all we can to nourish them in us – to cultivate a godly and faithful life 
– through the means of grace – the Word, prayer and sacrament.   

 
4.  But notice again the fruit what His rule would bring:  Peace on the earth (vv. 6-

9).   
a.  Whenever we see war, our hearts yearn for peace, at least after justice is 

served.   
b.  We want to see Saddam, his sons, his leaders and his men brought to justice.   
c.  But we want to see an end to war with the end of the reasons for war.   
d.  Christ’s rule will bring an end to war.   
e.  The listing here of natural enemies that will be at peace together – the wolf 

and the lamb, the leopard and the kid, the young lion and the calf, the bear 
and the cow, the lion eating straw like the ox, the child putting his hand on 
the hole of the cobra – doesn’t refer to peace among the animals, or children 
and snakes, but is symbolic of peace among men.   

f.  War will cease.  “They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain” (v. 
9).   

g.  The reason they won’t is because “the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea,” which means that the whole earth will 
know the Lord and His will.   

h.  Some see this as the eternal state, some as symbolic of the church, but others 
as worldwide peace in this life before the eternal state.   

i.  But whatever your view, all of us can know this is a wonderful time of 
blessing and all long for it.   
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j.  I believe the time frame is before the second coming because of verse 10, 
“Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as 
a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.”   
(i)  Notice that at that time the nations will still exist.  In the eternal state, 

they won’t.   
(ii)  In that day, all the nations will come to Christ.  They will seek Him and 

His salvation.  We see this happening today – the nations/the Gentiles are 
seeking Him – but not to this extent.   

(iii)  He will stand as a signal or a standard for all the people.  Jesus said that 
if He be lifted up, He would draw all men to Himself (John 12:32).   

(iv)  And His resting place will be glorious, which probably means that the 
rest that He entered, as well as the rest He provides for His people, will be 
seen to be very desirable.  The way of that rest will be glorious, and the 
first fruits of it will be glorious.  In other words, people will desire His 
salvation.   

 
III.  Application.   

A.  This Branch has come; He was anointed with the Spirit of God; He fulfilled His 
purpose; died; was raised from the dead; and now He is exalted above every 
principality and power.   

B.  Now He is ruling and reigning over all; He is righteous and faithful and He is 
dispensing justice everyday from His throne, as we saw this morning.   

C.  His Word is going forth; the Gentiles are seeking Him.  His Temple is being built.   
D.  But we do not yet see all the nations seeking Him, nor do we see worldwide peace.   
E.  This means we need to keep worshiping, praying, seeking the Lord to pour out His 

blessing and we need to continue to do His will.   
1.  His work is not finished, which means ours isn’t.   
2.  There is a much more glorious day ahead.   
3.  Let’s continue to encourage ourselves in this.   
4.  And let’s continue to do what we can to hasten the day of the Lord’s glory 

through our prayers and witness.   
5.  May the Lord help us to do so.  Amen.   


