
“A Servant’s Heart” 

(Mark 1:29-31) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  We come this morning to the heart of why God made us and Jesus 

came to recreate us:  that we might be His servants.   

1.  Many today imply or outright say that God is our servant.   

a.  That He wants to give us so much.   

b.  That He waits for us to trust Him so that He can bless us.   

c.  The Lord does promise to bless, but not in this way.   

d.  His blessing comes in the path of service.   

 

2.  This is why the Lord made us.   

(i)  What did He make Adam to do?  To serve Him in Eden by cultivating the 

ground and guarding His sanctuary.   

(ii)  He made him to multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it (Cultural Mandate), 

and gave him the power to do it.   

(iii)  That’s what Adam would have done if he hadn’t fallen – that’s what we 

would be doing – not just lying around sipping lemonade under a shade tree.   

(iv)  God made us to work – He made us to serve.   

 

3.  The Fall turned all this around.   

(i)  Satan sought through his temptation to reverse this.   

(ii)  He tempted them to gain something for themselves, “In the day you eat 

from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil” (Gen. 3:5).   

(iii)  But instead of gaining something, they lost everything.   

(iv)  Now we are born desiring to serve ourselves.   

 

4.  This is what Jesus came to undo – to make us again what God intended us to be 

in the first place:  His servants.   

(i)  It’s these two principles – service and selfishness – that will either open the 

kingdom of heaven or condemn us on the Day of Judgment.   

(ii)  Paul writes, “To those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory 

and honor and immortality, [He will give] eternal life; but to those who are 

selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, [He 

will give] wrath and indignation” (vv. 7-8).   

(iii)  Jesus gives us grace that we might become His servants and enter the 

kingdom of heaven.   

 

B.  Preview.   

 1.  Our text shows us this morning that this is what grace does.   

a.  This is what moved Peter and Andrew to open their home and serve the Lord 

and His disciples.   
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b.  This is what moved Jesus to serve Peter’s mother-in-law by healing her of 

her sickness.   

c.  And this is what moved Peter’s mother-in-law to serve Jesus, her family and 

her guests after she rose from her sick bed.   

 

2.  This is what grace moves us to do; this is a virtue we need to cultivate if we are 

to advance God’s kingdom.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s look first at the example Mark gives us of Peter and Andrew.   

1.  The things we read here take place immediately after the events we saw last 

week in the synagogue (v. 29).   

a.  Jesus was the minister for that particular service – where the people heard a 

sermon unlike any they had heard before.   

b.  Jesus also performed a miracle – which was something else they had never 

seen – in which He cast the demon out of a man.   

c.  Now the service was over, and it was time to go home.   

(i)  In those days, people commonly went to their homes or to their friends’ 

homes following the service – as many do today – for some food and 

fellowship.   

(ii)  Peter and Andrew use this opportunity now to serve Jesus and His 

disciples.   

(a)  Peter and Andrew shared the same house – they were brothers; they 

lived in their father’s house.   

(b)  Peter was also married, which we see from the fact that he had a 

mother-in-law.   

(1)  Since it was part of the culture for the bridegroom to bring the 

bride back to his father’s house, it’s likely that his wife’s father had 

died, and they had taken her in to care for her.   

(2)  Here is another example of service.   

 

(c)  James and John were also there, whom they already knew from the 

fishing trade – they may have grown up together – from their following 

John the Baptist – Andrew (Peter’s brother) and John (James’ brother) 

were both his disciples (John 1:35) – and from the fact that they had 

already been following Jesus together.   

(d)  Peter and Andrew opened their home to them as well.   

 

2.  Here’s one example of how grace moves us to serve and one way we can serve.   

a.  Hospitality is something commended to us many times in Scripture.   

(i)  Paul writes, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference 

to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, 

serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to 

prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality” 

(Rom. 12:10-13).   
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(ii)  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it” 

(13:2).   

 

b.  What we have here is not technically hospitality.   

(i)  Hospitality in Scripture is showing love to strangers – opening our hearts 

and homes to them to take care of their needs – these were not strangers.   

(ii)  This is more contributing to the needs of the saints.   

(iii)  But let’s remember that the Lord would have us do both.   

 

c.  The grace the Lord gives works in us to minister to others – to serve them – 

whether in our families, the body of Christ, even outside the church.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider the example of our Lord ministering to Peter’s mother-in-

law.   

1.  We can always find a perfect example of the working of grace in Jesus.   

a.  He did not come to be served, but to serve and give His life a ransom for 

many (Matt. 20:28).   

(i)  He constantly laid down His life for His people, ultimately at Calvary.   

(ii)  This is the example we are to follow:  “Greater love has no one than this, 

that one lay down his life for his friends.  You are My friends if you do 

what I command you” (John 15:13-14).   

 

b.  When they entered the house, and found that Peter’s mother-in-law was sick, 

they spoke to Jesus.   

(i)  Jesus immediately went to her, raised her up, and healed her.   

(ii)  Certainly, He did this to prove to His disciples that He was the Messiah, 

but He also did it for compassion’s sake to minister to her need.   

(a)  Whenever He saw a need, His heart would move Him to meet it.   

(b)  We have many examples in Scripture:   

(1)  Mark writes, “When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and 

He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd; and He began to teach them many things” (Mark 6:34).   

(2)  In Acts, Peter summarized Jesus’ ministry to Cornelius in this way, 

“You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the 

Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him” 

(Acts 10:38).   

(3)  He never ignored any real need that He saw.   

 

2.  This is the example we are to follow – the path grace will incline us towards.   

a.  To do what Jesus did.   

b.  To be like the Good Samaritan, who cared for the wounded Jew at his own 

expense.   

c.  To care for the needs of others – our families, our local fellowship, our 

neighbors, even those in other countries.   
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(i)  Jesus doesn’t expect us to take care of all the needs – the poor you always 

have with you (Matt. 26:11) – but He does expect us to care for as many 

as we can.   

(ii)  He also wants us to pray for them – when the disciples came into the 

house and found Peter’s mother-in-law sick, they came to Jesus.   

(iii)  Jesus’ heart is full of compassion – ours should be as well.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider the example of grace working in Peter’s mother-in-law.   

1.  The first thing she did after the Lord healed her was to minister to the needs of 

those who were present.  “And He came to her and raised her up, taking her by 

the hand, and the fever left her, and she waited on them” (v. 31).   

a.  She waited on the Lord, her household and her guests.   

b.  She might have rested, but she wanted to serve.   

 

2.  Here again we see what grace does in the heart – it moves us to serve.   

a.  Those who receive spiritual blessings want to serve others.  Jesus tells us, 

“Freely you received, freely give” (Matt. 10:8).   

b.  The more you receive, the more you will want to give, “For this reason I say 

to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but 

he who is forgiven little, loves little” (Luke 7:47).   

c.  And of course, those who give more will also receive more from the Lord.  

Again Jesus says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).   

 

3.  The Lord has come to make us servants.   

a.  The greater our grace, the greater our service, which is why the servant of all 

is the greatest of all – both in grace and in reward.   

b.  Are you a servant this morning?  Is that what’s in your heart to do?   

(i)  Certainly there are times when we need to be served – times when we’re 

discouraged, or battle worn, or just tired from serving.   

(ii)  But if you are struggling to serve, let these examples encourage you to 

put on a servant’s heart.   

(iii)  Look to Jesus to strengthen your graces, especially in serving others by 

bringing the Gospel to them.   

 

c.  But if you can’t find it in your heart, look to Jesus to put it there – He is 

willing, if you are willing to trust in Him.   

d.  Let’s pray.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


