
“A Remnant According to God’s Choice” 
(Romans 11:1-10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  Paul reminded us that the Gospel needs to get out before any can believe.   
2.  The Gospel, by his time, had actually reached all the Jews.  But so few believed, the 

Romans questioned whether or not they had heard.   
3.  But Paul says they had.   

a.  They knew from the OT Scripture that the word would reach them.   
b.  They knew that they would be stubborn and disobedient and that few would 

believe.   
c.  They even knew that the Lord would turn to the Gentiles and save those who 

were walking in darkness and weren’t even looking for God.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Things look pretty gloomy for Israel, so Paul asks a very logical question:  Does this 
mean that God has rejected His people?   
a.  God gave them His covenants.   
b.  They had many promises and privileges.   
c.  Among all the peoples of the earth, they had been blessed to walk in the light of 

knowledge, while the nations groped around in darkness.   
d.  Have they all rejected God?  And does this mean that God has rejected them and 

failed to fulfill His promises?   
 

2.  Paul says no.   
a.  God has not rejected His people.   
b.  Again, this has to do with understanding His promises:  He never promised to 

save all His people, but only a remnant.   
c.  Remember, “They are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; neither are 

they all children because they are Abraham’s descendents . . .  it is not the 
children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are 
regarded as descendents” (Rom. 9:6-8).   

d.  God has not rejected the people He has chosen by election, even though He has 
rejected most of those who were in covenant with Him.   

e.  We’ll see this morning that even within the covenant community, salvation is by 
grace through faith, and that grace begins with God’s election.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul asks the question, “Though Israel sought salvation in the wrong way and 
has consequently rejected God, and God has turned to the Gentiles, does this mean that 
He has rejected His people?  (v. 1)   
1.  Paul answers in the strongest possible way:  No.   

a.  In the Greek, as in our language, there are different ways of saying no.   
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b.  We might be asked, “Would you like ketchup on your hamburger?” and answer, 
“No.”  Maybe we don’t like it, or just don’t want any today.   

c.  But we would answer differently if we were asked, “Will you deny Christ and 
follow after the things of the world as your god?”  To this, we should say, “No 
way!” or as Paul says here, “May it never happen!”   

d.  There is simply no way that God could reject His people.  It can’t happen.  Paul 
says don’t even begin to think that way.   

 
2.  What is his evidence?   

a.  He had very good evidence:  himself.   
b.  He was an Israelite – a son of Israel, of Jacob.   
c.  He was a seed of Abraham – in fulfillment to God’s promise to him.   
d.  He was from the tribe of Benjamin – the smallest – but not the least, the tribe 

from which the first king of Israel had come.   
e.  God has not rejected the seed of Abraham, His people; he was living proof.   
 

3.  But Paul adds a qualifier, as he did back in Romans 9.   
a.  He has not rejected those whom He foreknew – those He foreloved, those He 

elected.   
b.  Election is not coextensive with covenant.  In other words, being counted in 

God’s covenant people does not guarantee salvation.   
c.  For the most part, God has rejected His covenant people – as He did to that 

generation that came out of Egypt, as He did that generation that went into exile, 
as He is doing with this generation that has rejected His Son – but He will never 
reject His people whom He foreknew – whom He foreloved, whom He elected 
unto eternal life.   

d.  Those whom God counts as His people have never been the same as the covenant 
community/the visible church.  There are always fewer of them.   

e.  Sometimes they are so few as to look like there aren’t any.   
f.  That’s the way it looked in Elijah’s day.   

(i)  It looked to Elijah as though the whole nation had apostatized.   
(ii)  He pled against them:  they had killed His prophets, they had torn down His 

altars, he appeared to be the last prophet and last faithful Israelite, and they 
were trying to kill him (v. 3).   

(iii)  But was he right?  Was he the last?  No.  God told him there were yet 7000 
faithful – 7000 among the millions of Israel – who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal (v. 4).  Who had not forsaken God, who had not compromised with the 
world.   

 
g.  Paul says that in the same way, at the present time, there was a remnant of 

covenant people left.  But it was based on God’s election, on His choice.   
 

4.  God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.  Everyone of them will be 
saved.   
a.  Paul already told us that Israel was seeking God’s mercy through their works.   
b.  But God saves by His grace, by His choice, not by works.   
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c.  This is where Israel failed.  Instead of seeking for His grace, they looked to their 
own works.   

 
B.  And so God’s promise has not failed.  He has not rejected His people.  He has saved 

His elect, but the rest have turned against Him.  But now, what lies in store for both 
groups of people?   
1.  First, there is blessing for those like Paul who believe, who have trusted in Christ.   

a.  There was a blessing held out to the faithful Israelites, the promise of salvation 
through faith in Christ – of the forgiveness of their sins and the giving of a 
perfect righteousness, of justification – but there was also the promise of 
inheriting the kingdom – these things were theirs through faith in Christ.   

b.  This is what Israel was seeking after.  This is what the elect Israelites obtained.   
c.  Just as a note for the dispensationalist:   

(i)  They believe that no Israelite ever obtained what God promised – all the land 
– which is why, in their understanding, there must be a millennial kingdom on 
earth, so that they can inherit the kingdom God promised.   

(ii)  But notice here that some Israelites obtained what Israel was looking for, and 
it wasn’t the land, it wasn’t a kingdom on earth:  it was salvation through faith 
in Christ and an inheritance in His eternal kingdom.   

 
d.  Those who were chosen inherited these promises.   

 
2.  But those who rejected Christ, Paul says, inherit a curse.   

a.  The rest were hardened – this is what happens when someone rejects the Gospel:  
it hardens their heart.   

b.  Notice, God gave them a spirit of stupor:  He dulled their minds.   
c.  God gave them eyes that can’t see and ears that can’t hear:  He held back His 

grace by which they might have seen His glory and heard His Word, and took 
away even that common grace they had by which they might have been 
awakened to their danger.   

d.  The table of salvation He laid out before them – in the ceremonial and moral 
laws, all of which were meant to lead them to Christ – He made a snare to them, 
not allowing them to see it as anything more than a covenant of works.   

e.  They fell into the trap of legalism.  They stumbled over salvation by grace 
through faith.   

f.  They embraced only the condemning power of the Law, but not the Christ 
revealed in the Law.   

g.  But their greater light and rejection of the light will end in greater destruction 
and retribution for them.   

h.  Now their eyes were darkened, and they would suffer under the burden of God’s 
punishment.   

i.  Those Israelites who were chosen inherited the blessing; those who were not 
inherited the curse.   

 
III.  Application.   
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A.  First, there are always two results from the preaching of God’s truth:  softening and 
hardening.   
1.  The truth softens the elect.   

a.  It exposes and reproves them for their sin, but they find it as soothing oil on their 
heads (Ps. 141:5), since it leads them away from their sin to God.   

b.  They find it a blessing, because they know it is better to walk in the light with the 
wounds it inflicts, than to walk in ignorant bliss.   

c.  They also know that even though they struggle sometimes with it, the fact that 
they love it and want to be conformed to it shows them that the promises also 
belong to them:  their sins are forgiven, Christ’s righteousness is theirs and so is 
His kingdom.   

 
2.  But it also hardens those who are perishing.   

a.  They don’t like the truth.  They don’t like to be reproved for their sins.   
b.  They think they’re good enough as they are.  They don’t want their sins pointed 

out or to feel guilty about them.   
c.  It aggravates their sin and makes their hearts even harder against God’s truth.   
 

3.  Let’s examine our hearts this morning to make sure the truth is softening them and 
not hardening them.   
a.  If it is softening your heart, then praise God for His mercy.   
b.  If it is hardening them, then turn to God for His mercy.   

 
B.  Secondly, this shows us the danger of rejecting the Gospel, especially if we have lived 

in it and grown up in it.   
1.  To have the blessing of being raised in a covenant household or to be counted 

among God’s covenant people is a great privilege.   
2.  But as we’ve seen in our passage, it can lead to greater punishment if we reject it.   
3.  Soften your hearts to the Word.  Listen to God’s reproof.  Tremble at His 

threatenings.  Submit to His Laws.  Embrace His promises.  Love Him with all your 
heart, and you will be safe.   

 
C.  Lastly, this reminds us that the Lord will never reject all His people.  He always has a 

remnant according to His choice.   
1.  If we are His children this morning, this has come about by His love and mercy.  

Let’s never stop giving Him thanks for it.   
2.  But let’s also take comfort in the fact that even during times when it looks as though 

the church is to about to be completely extinguished, God always has His faithful 
remnant.   
a.  Times look dark for the church now.  But there are more believers than we know.   
b.  The Lord will never let the light of His church go out.   
c.  So stand firm and be steadfast, always abounding in the work of the Lord.  Christ 

will build His church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against her.  Amen.   


