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 Reference: JOSHUA 1:1-9 
 Church: GRACE Date: 12/30/2007 

A Prosperous New Year! 
Purpose: : to encourage the church to attempt great things for the Lord in 2008 
 

1.  Introduction 
Israelites had been in bondage and humiliation in Egypt 
Had become weak, lacking in confidence and faith 
Moses - brought them out of Egypt 
Laid foundation for the government of the people - the law 
2 years later, brought them to borders of Canaan 
But they did not believe and so they could not enter 
A missed opportunity 
40 years later - Joshua again stood on borders 
People sifted, then trained for battle against Og & Sihon 
Facing mighty foes!  Giants – Anakites! 
But once again on the verge of a great opportunity 
To enter the territory of God's enemies and defeat them! 
To possess the land 
His command to them was very clear 

Joshua 1:2 “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this 
Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to 
the sons of Israel.  

They were to go in, defeat God's enemies and wipe them out. 
This was not an option for them - it was their destiny, purpose 
It was the fulfilment of promises God made to Abraham: 
I will give this land to your descendants 
But how could they succeed in such a daunting venture? 
 
How similar is our position at Grace! 
3-4 years ago, heads were down, future very uncertain 
But it has pleased God to revive His work here 
Sound foundations laid for life & government of the church 
Have been trained by battles we have already fought 
Now we stand on the threshold of a great opportunity 
To raise Christ’s banner in the neighborhood, city and beyond 
to dispossess God's enemy, Satan of his territory 

Not the physical land, as some think 
But the souls of men and women still captive to sin & Satan 
The effects of the world and the flesh in our own lives 
 
This is what is before us in 2008 
And like Joshua, God’s command to us is very clear 

Matthew 28:18-19 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in a the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
1 Peter 1:14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former 
lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who 
called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is 
written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.”  

This is not an option for us - it is our destiny and our purpose 
It, too, is a fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham 
Through your offspring all nations shall be blessed 
 
Joshua led Israel to victory and success.  How? 
We must know if we are to succeed in our campaign 
This morning – the “secret” of prosperous Christian living! 
Joshua and Israel were equipped by God for their task 
they had two things  
The Promises of God to comfort and strengthen them 
The Word of God to teach them His will and guide their lives  

2. The promises of God 
God tells Joshua to be strong and courageous  - 3 times over! 
Be strong and courageous vs 6 
Be strong and very courageous vs 7 
Be strong & courageous. Do not tremble or be dismayed vs 9 
The task looked enormous to Joshua and to Israel 
They hadn't forgotten the Anakites - giants! 
They were fearful.  Could they do it? 
Not if they wavered - they had to be courageous and fight 
They had to forget past failures 
They had to venture out in obedience to God’s commands 
 
What about us at Grace as we contemplate reaching out? 
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Are we fearful? Yes! 
Are we facing a mighty foe?  Yes! 
The task looks enormous to us - can we do it? 
We have failed in the past 
Like Joshua, we must trust Him and act; Forget what is past 
Attempt great things for God, Expect great things from Him. 
What did God say to Joshua to make them courageous 
What did He say to calm their fears? 

2.1. God promised to be with them 
I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you (vs 5) 
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go (vs 9) 
The LORD Almighty was with them! 

Joshua 5:13 Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing opposite 
him with his sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua went to him and said 
to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” 14 He said, “No; rather I 
indeed come now as captain of the host of the LORD.” And Joshua fell on 
his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, “What has my 
lord to say to his servant?” 15 The captain of the LORD’S host said to 
Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you 
are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.  

Are you on our side or theirs? “Neither – you are on MY side!” 
What else could they ask for? 
What else could they ever need? 
Don't we have exactly the same promise? 

Matthew 28: and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

Don’t we have the Spirit of Christ indwelling us? 
Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.  
Hebrews 13:5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I 
WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,” 6 so that we 
confidently say, “THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT 
WILL MAN DO TO ME?”  

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes 
That soul, though all Hell should endeavor to shake 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake 
The creator of the universe 
The LORD, God Almighty has promised to be with us 
What else shall we ask for? 
What else can we need? 

2.2. God promised them success 
Joshua 1:3 “Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have 
given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.  
Joshua 1:5 “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your 
life  
Joshua 1:6 “you shall give this people possession of the land which I 
swore to their fathers to give them.  

This was no uncertain mission, no high-risk invasion 
God, Who would be with them, personally guaranteed victory! 
Was it going to be easy? 
No - they would have to fight hard but they would win! 
Have we no similar promises from the Lord? 

Matthew 16:18 “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.  
John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one 
who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 38 “For I have come down 
from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 
“This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I 
lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40 “For this is the will of My 
Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have 
eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”  

We can be absolutely certain of success! 
The Lord won't allow any of His elect to be lost; all will be saved 
They will all be liberated from enemy captivity 
Will it be easy for us? No! 
It will be a struggle we will have to fight hard 
We will be hurt, we will suffer,  
BUT WE WILL WIN! 

3. The word of God 
The promises of God’s presence and success were conditional; 
The people had to do certain things if He would be with them and 
grant them victory: 

3.1. They were to speak about God's Word 
It was to be on their lips (vs 8) 

Joshua 1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth,  

Not just a matter of preaching it 
It was to be the subject of their discussion 
They were to speak of it, to help each other understand it 
It is the same now: 
By God's help we are to preach the Word 
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The whole Word; Nothing but the Word 
Faithfully - rightly dividing the Word of Truth 
But we are all to have it on our lips! 

Colossians 3:1616 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  

Not academic discussions on fine points of theology 
But glorying In God and in His Christ as found in the Word! 

3.2. They were to think about God's Word 
Meditate on it day and night (vs 8) 

Joshua 1:8 you shall meditate on it day and night,  

Joshua was to have a mind instructed in the Word 
There was no time which was not appropriate for this 
It is the same for us: 

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things.  

More than mere reading!  Meditating! 
Dwelling on it as it dwells in us – takes time! 
But do we do it?  Do we make time for it? 
Let's give ourselves to meditating on the Scriptures in 2008! 

3.3. They were to obey God's Word 
The reason to meditate on God’s Word is to know what it says 
The reason to know what it says is to obey God’s commands 

Joshua 1:7 “be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My 
servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left…”.  
Joshua 1:8 “be careful to do according to all that is written in it” 

Follow the path it marked out for them 
Complete, willing obedience to the commandments of God 
Not grudgingly -  
Don't we have the same command? 

Matthew 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you”  
1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; 
and His commandments are not burdensome.  

Don't we want to obey our Savior? 
There is something wrong with us if not!  How are you doing? 
Has God shown you a sin but you are holding on to it? 
Are you disobeying Him? 

If we want victory in 2008, we must obey! 
Get rid of your sins! 
Turn your back on old habits that war against your soul! 

3.4. Obedience to God's Word would bring Success 
Here is the certainty of success 

Joshua 1:7 “Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do 
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do 
not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success 
wherever you go. 8 “This book of the law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make 
your way prosperous, and then you will have success.  

Literally - prosperous and act wisely (vs 8) 
They would know how to behave 
All their thoughts and actions would please God; 
He would command the blessing 
It is the same for us today. 
Once again – this is not rocket science 
If we desire the blessing of God,  
If we desire to have Him with us  
If we desire spiritual prosperity and success in 2008 
If we desire victory over His enemies – souls saved 
What must we do? 
Let His Word dwell richly in you 
Meditate on it 
Be careful to be doers of it, not hearers only 
Then we will live holy lives for His glory 
Then He will send the blessings we seek 

4. Conclusions 
The battle lines are drawn for 2008 - What will we do? 
We can choose the easy life of compromise and self-gratification 
Which is defeat and leads to no harvest of righteousness 
Or we can choose to obey God and forsake the world 
To fall in behind the Captain of our Salvation 
To take the battle to the enemies of God – sin, flesh, Satan 
To obey our God and Trust in His promises of success 
God grant that we may prove faithful soldiers in the New Year!  


