
“A New Heavens and Earth” 

(2 Peter 3:13) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen lately,  

a.  That the Lord will perfect your soul when you die and receive you into 

heaven.   

b.  That He will raise and glorify your body and reunite it with your soul when 

He returns.   

c.  And that He will take you to the final judgment, where you will be acquitted, 

rewarded, and then welcomed into the eternal kingdom of God.   

d.  This is what you can expect, if you are trusting the Lord and repenting of 

your sins.   

 

2.  We also saw what will happen if you haven’t:   

a.  The Lord will judge you for absolutely every sin you’ve committed – from 

Adam’s sin you were born with, to every sinful word, thought and action 

you’ve ever committed.   

(i)  And don’t forget if you’re not a Christian everything you’ve ever done 

has been sinful.   

(ii)  You don’t have just a few things you’ve done wrong, but everything 

you’ve done is sin because you haven’t done it for God’s glory or out of 

love for Him, even if you did what’s right.   

 

b.  Those sins will absolutely prevent you from ever entering into God’s eternal 

kingdom and weight you down forever into a fiery hell.   

(i)  If that’s where you’re at this evening, turn from your sins and trust in 

Jesus to save you.   

(ii)  Especially as we now consider what you will also miss in this eternal 

kingdom.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  We come now to the next to the last blessing the Lord has for you if you are His 

child.   

a.  There are many more we could spend the rest of our lives looking at.   

b.  I would encourage you to keep studying the Bible to learn more about them.   

c.  Certainly the Lord will keep them even if you’re unaware of them; but 

learning what they are will help you know what you are to look to the Lord to 

fulfill in faith.   

d.  I said this is the next to the last blessing, since there is one more that crowns 

them all – the promise that the Lord will be faithful to fulfill them all in His 

Son, Jesus Christ.   
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2.  This evening, we’re going to look at the Eternal State, the eternal kingdom of 

God, the one you will eventually inherit because of what the Lord has done for 

you in Christ.  Let’s consider three things:   

a.  First, what the New Heavens and Earth are.   

b.  Second, when the Lord will bring them.   

c.  And finally, what they will be like.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what are the New Heavens and Earth?  They are the present heavens and 

earth purified of the corruption of sin.   

1.  The first heavens and earth were corrupted when Adam rebelled against God.   

a.  His sin brought you under the curse – the curse of death.   

(i)  The Lord said, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 

that you eat from it you will surely die” (Gen. 2:16-17).   

(ii)  That’s why you die and why your body returns to the dust of the ground 

(Gen. 3:19).   

(iii)  That’s also why you are (or were) in danger of God’s judgment.   

 

b.  But his sin also brought the creation under a curse.   

(i)  Paul writes, “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will 

be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of 

the children of God” (Rom. 8:20-21).   

(ii)  Adam was the head not only of humanity, but he was the co-ruler of 

creation.   

(a)  When he sinned, he destroyed it as well.   

(b)  He returned it to its formless and void condition (Jer. 4:23).   

 

2.  Jesus came to change all of this – He came not only to redeem you, but the 

creation itself.   

a.  You should be very familiar with His work to save you – especially if you are 

a Christian here this evening – if you have trusted Him to rescue you.   

b.  But how often do you think about the fact that He came to redeem the 

Creation as well?   

(i)  Paul writes, “For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to 

dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having 

made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven” (Col. 1:19-20).   

(ii)  That’s why Paul could write what we read earlier – “that the creation 

itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption” (Rom. 8:21).   

 

c.  How does this agree with what Peter writes, “But the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the 

elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will 

be burned up. . . .  the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements 
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will melt with intense heat!” (2 Pet. 3:10, 12)?  How can the creation be both 

redeemed and destroyed?   

(i)  For one thing, the Greek word for “destroy” simply means to allow 

something to break up into its component parts – it will all break up – or 

melt, as the KJV renders it – it will dissolve, but it will continue.   

(ii)  This shouldn’t surprise us because the Lord did say the creation would 

last forever.   

(a)  “And He built His sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which He 

has founded forever” (Ps. 78:69).   

(b)  “He established the earth upon its foundations, so that it will not totter 

forever and ever” (Ps. 104:5).   

(c)  “A generation goes and a generation comes, but the earth remains 

forever” (Ecc. 1:4).   

 

(iii)  In one sense, the heavens and the earth will be destroyed, as we read in 

Peter, but in another it won’t.   

(a)  It seems most likely that the Lord will continue the first law of 

thermodynamics:  the conservation of mass and energy.   

(b)  He will allow the matter of the creation to fly apart releasing huge 

amounts of energy – the elements will melt with fervent heat.   

(c)  This will purify it of the pollution that man brought into it.   

(d)  But out of this fire will come a pristine and pure New Heavens and 

Earth.   

(e)  If this weren’t the case, then what Paul wrote about the creation being 

set free from its corruption wouldn’t make any sense.   

 

(iv)  By the way, when He says a New Heavens and Earth, He’s not talking 

about a new heaven where God dwells.   

(a)  That heaven was never corrupted – it couldn’t have been, or the Lord 

– who is too pure of eyes to look upon evil – could never have dwelt 

there.   

(b)  He’s talking about the celestial heavens – the sun, moon and stars.   

(c)  The Lord will make everything that was affected by the curse new 

again.   

(1)  Not only your bodies.   

(2)  But also this present heavens and earth.   

 

B.  Second, when will these things come?  They will be brought in with the coming of 

the Day of the Lord.   

1.  The Day of the Lord begins with the descent of Jesus to gather His church from 

the hands of His enemies.   

a.  Up to this time, Jesus has been ruling and reigning while the Father has been 

subjecting His enemies under His feet (1 Cor. 15:25).   

b.  A short time before His Second Coming, Satan will be released to gather the 

world together for one final attempt to destroy the Lord’s church.   
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c.  But just as they surround the church, thinking to bring it to an end, the Lord 

will return with fire and destroy the wicked.   

(i)  “When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his 

prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four 

corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; 

the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.  And they came up on 

the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the 

beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them” (Rev. 

20:7-9).   

(ii)  At this time, He will gather them together for judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).   

 

2.  But at some point between the time He descends and the time the judgment is 

over, the New Heavens and Earth will have been brought in.   

a.  Peter tells us it takes place at the coming of that Day, “Looking for and 

hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 

destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!” (v. 12).   

b.  That will be the last day of human history – again, depending on what must 

take place between now and then and how long these things will take, will 

determine how long it will be before that day comes.   

 

C.  Finally, what will the New Heavens and Earth be like?  It will be a place where 

righteousness dwells.   

1.  Here are just a few things we read about it in the final two chapters of 

Revelation.   

a.  The church will be there – the redeemed of all ages – the inhabitants of the 

New Jerusalem – which is the Bride of Christ (v. 2).   

b.  God will again dwell among His people – as He did in Eden (v. 2).   

c.  He will take away everything that causes even the slightest pain or suffering 

(v. 4).   

d.  He will make all things new (v. 5).   

e.  God and the Lamb will be the Temple (v. 22).   

f.  The glory of the Lord will illumine the world (v. 23).   

g.  The nations and kings that were redeemed from this world – the church – will 

bring their glory into the city of God (vv. 24-26).   

h.  The Spirit of God will flow from that city and fill the inhabitants (22:1-2).   

i.  The Lord will heal the nations (v. 2).   

j.  There will be no more curse (v. 3).   

k.  There you will serve the Lord, see His face, and His name – His mark of 

ownership – will be on your forehead (v. 4).   

l.  One idea that seems to have merit is that the Lord may bring the world back 

to its Edenic state – even all the creatures He made – if the Lord has 

redeemed the Creation, then perhaps He has also redeemed all the animals 

that were affected by the fall.   

m.  This is the world you will experience, if you have trusted the Lord and are 

walking with Him in holiness.   
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2.  One last thing:  the Lord is clear that this is what you will enjoy if you have 

trusted Him – but He’s equally clear that you won’t if you haven’t trusted.   

a.  The same book that tells you of these eternal joys also warns who won’t be 

there:   

(i)  “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 

thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15).   

(ii)  “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers 

and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part 

will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 

death” (21:8).   

(iii)  “And nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, 

shall ever come into it [i.e., the holy city], but only those whose names are 

written in the Lamb’s book of life” (v. 27).   

(iv)  “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right 

to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  Outside are the 

dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the 

idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying” (22:14-15).   

 

b.  If you haven’t taken Jesus to be your Lord and Savior, you are in this group.   

(i)  But that can all change forever in a moment, if you will just let go of this 

world and your sin and trust Him to save you.   

(ii)  Come to Jesus now.   

(a)  If you see your need, come to Him.   

(b)  If you see your danger, He offers Himself to you as a Savior.   

(c)  He says, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will 

give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).   

(d)  If this describes you, come to Him.   

(e)  Jesus says, “The one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” 

(John 6:37).  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 


