
“A Man after God’s Own Heart” 
(1 Samuel 13:14)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered another picture of the Lord Jesus Christ and another 

way the Lord advanced His work of redemption:  the sons of the prophets.   

a.  Remember, these sons were not the children of the prophets, in the way we 

normally think of children.   

(i)  They were disciples, led by a prominent prophet of the day.   

(ii)  They were preparing that they might be ready if the Lord should call 

them to service, and He did many of them.   

 

b.  The office of prophet wasn’t entirely new:   

(i)  They existed prior to these schools of the prophets.   

(ii)  But it was new in the sense that the Lord had never done anything like 

this before, very likely because the need hadn’t yet arisen.   

(a)  Now that Israel was in the land and spread out into their territories – 

now that they were no longer one large camp in the wilderness – more 

prophets were needed.   

(b)  Whenever the Lord wanted to encourage His people of His promises – 

such as when they were threatened by a foreign power – or when He 

wanted to reprove them for their sins and call them to repentance – 

such as when they broke His covenant – they were available.   

(c)  The Lord met that need through these schools, providing an unbroken 

line of prophetic succession to Israel until Malachi.   

 

c.  This advanced the work of redemption in at least three ways:   

(i)  The Lord used them to declare His will to His people.   

(ii)  Through their office they provided a picture of Christ who was the 

greatest of all the prophets.   

(iii)  And through their prophecies, they prepared God’s people for Christ’s 

coming.   

 

2.  As far as how this helps us today:   

a.  We don’t have prophets in this sense, because we no longer need them:  the 

Scripture is complete – we have everything we need to know to live a godly 

life.   

b.  But we do have them in the sense that God has appointed men to read, 

explain and apply His Word to His people that they might live a godly life:  

we call them pastors and teachers.   

c.  And let’s not forget that the Word they explain and apply is the Word that 

God has given to us through the prophets.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  We move on now to another phase in the History of Redemption:  the time from 

the anointing of David as king, to the Babylonian Captivity.   

a.  What marks the beginning of this time frame is the establishing of the 

Davidic line of kings, beginning with David himself – the great ancestor of 

Christ, who foreshadows Christ’s reign over not only Israel, but the world.   

b.  The Lord had before narrowed down the people (ethnicity) through whom 

Jesus would come; now He narrows down the particular person from all the 

millions of Israel.   

(i)  We saw earlier how the Lord indicated that the Christ would come from 

the line of Seth, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.   

(ii)  The last line He narrowed it down to was Judah (Gen. 49).   

(iii)  But the Lord now sets David aside in a way that places him apart from 

all the rest and bestows on him special honor.   

(iv)  Here is another step forward in the work of redemption as the time of 

Christ continued to draw near.   

 

2.  This morning, we’ll consider that David was not only an ancestor of Christ, but 

he was the greatest personal type of Christ in the entire Old Testament.  We’ll 

see two things:   

a.  First, why we should believe that David was the greatest personal type of 

Christ.   

b.  And second, how in establishing David’s kingdom, how the Lord also 

established the kingdom of His Son.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, David was the greatest type of Christ in the Old Testament.   

1.  There were at least three kinds of types:  institutions, events and persons.   

a.  The priestly sacrifices (including the Passover) foreshadowing the atoning 

work of Christ were the greatest of the typical institutions.   

b.  The Exodus of God’s people out of Egypt was the greatest event picturing the 

redemption Christ would provide His people from their slavery to sin and 

Satan.   

c.  There were personal types of Christ as well, such as Moses, Joshua and 

Solomon; but of all of these personal types, David was the greatest.   

 

2.  Why should we believe David was the greatest personal type of Christ?   

a.  It’s not just that David was singled out to be king.   

(i)  Remember the Lord singled Saul out as well.   

(ii)  And yet after Saul’s many failures, it became clear that it wasn’t the Lord 

intention that Saul’s dynasty continue.   

(a)  It’s true that if Saul had been faithful, the Lord would have established 

his kingdom forever (1 Sam. 13:13), which implies that Messiah would 

have come through his line.   

(b)  But the Lord knew Saul would fail – it was a part of His plan that he 

would – but only because of his own sin.   
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(c)  Because He knew of that failure, He also knew what He intended to do 

about it – He would call David.   

 

b.  Here is where the Lord did something unique.   

(i)  He anointed David and established the kingly line in his descendants for 

as long as Israel continued to be a kingdom.   

(ii)  He did more than this:  He also established the kingship of His invisible 

church – His spiritual Israel – in the seed of David to the end of the world 

and throughout eternity.   

(iii)  In other words, in David, He established the kingdom of His Son:  Jesus 

Christ.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider how the Lord not only pictured the coming kingdom of 

Christ in David, He also established it in David.   

1.  David’s being anointed as king was a picture of Christ’s anointing by the Spirit 

to be king:  “I have found David My servant; with My holy oil I have anointed 

him, with whom My hand will be established; My arm also will strengthen him” 

(Psalm 89:20-21).   

2.  David’s throne was the throne on which Christ would sit and rule over His 

church and the world.   

a.  “The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor 

with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you shall name Him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 

and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have 

no end’” (Luke 1:30-33).   

b.  Peter preached in his Pentecost sermon:  Brethren, I may confidently say to 

you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his 

tomb is with us to this day.  And so, because he was a prophet and knew that 

God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants on his 

throne, he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He 

was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay.  This Jesus 

God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses” (Acts 2:29-32).   

 

3.  Christ is so closely identified with David, He is even referred to as David in the 

prophets.   

a.  Speaking through Ezekiel, many years after the death of David, the Lord said, 

“Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed 

them; he will feed them himself and be their shepherd.  And I, the LORD, 

will be their God, and My servant David will be prince among them; I the 

LORD have spoken” (Ezek. 34:23-24).   

b.  And through Jeremiah, who also lived during the time of the exile as Ezekiel, 

the Lord said, “‘Alas! for that day is great, there is none like it; and it is the 

time of Jacob’s distress, but he will be saved from it.  It shall come about on 

that day,’ declares the LORD of hosts, ‘that I will break his yoke from off 

their neck and will tear off their bonds; and strangers will no longer make 
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them their slaves.  But they shall serve the LORD their God and David their 

king, whom I will raise up for them’” (Jer. 30:7-9).   

 

4.  When God established the kingdom of His church in the house of David, He 

was also establishing the kingdom of Christ.   

a.  He was planting the root from which the Branch of righteousness would later 

spring up.   

(i)  “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  And He will delight in the fear of 

the LORD, and He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a 

decision by what His ears hear; but with righteousness He will judge the 

poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and He will 

strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips 

He will slay the wicked.  Also righteousness will be the belt about His 

loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist.  And the wolf will dwell 

with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the 

calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead 

them” (Isa. 11:1-6).   

(ii)  “‘Behold, the days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘When I will raise 

up for David a righteous Branch; and He will reign as king and act wisely 

and do justice and righteousness in the land.  In His days Judah will be 

saved, and Israel will dwell securely; and this is His name by which He 

will be called, “The LORD our righteousness”’” (Jer. 23:5-6; cf. 33:14-

16).   

 

b.  Christ says of Himself, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these 

things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright 

morning star’” (Rev. 22:16).   

 

5.  And the fact that David was Jesse’s youngest son, who took the place of Saul, 

shows us how Christ would come from the humblest beginnings and yet take the 

rule from the greatest kings of the earth.   

a.  Saul was the kind of king the people wanted, “Now there was a man of 

Benjamin whose name was Kish . . .  He had a son whose name was Saul, a 

choice and handsome man, and there was not a more handsome person than 

he among the sons of Israel; from his shoulders and up he was taller than any 

of the people” (1 Sam. 9:1-2).   

b.  David was not quite so tall, but he was handsome.  But more importantly, he 

had a godly character, “But now your kingdom shall not endure.  The LORD 

has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has 

appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept what the 

LORD commanded you” (1 Sam. 13:14).   

(i)  This isn’t the first time the Lord has favored the youngest in the family.  

He chose Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, Perez over Zerah.   
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(ii)  Even Samuel was surprised when the Lord chose David over his older 

and more distinguished brothers, “When they entered, he looked at Eliab 

and thought, ‘Surely the LORD'S anointed is before Him.’  But the LORD 

said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his 

stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man 

looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart’” (1 

Sam. 16:6-7).   

(iii)  Jesse’s house was small in Israel, and David was the least in his house, 

but his heart was right before God.   

(iv)  He found in him the kind of character that He could use to represent His 

Son.   

 

c.  Jesus was not everyone’s idea of a perfect king.   

(i)  He also came from very humble beginnings – the son of a carpenter.   

(ii)  We don’t even know much about what He looked like, how tall He was; 

which indicates that His looks weren’t outstanding.   

(iii)  He who is the Lord over all, humbled Himself to become a man, and a 

lowly one at that.   

(iv)  But His heart was exactly what it should be in God’s eyes – He was truly 

a man after God’s own heart – and through His work of humiliation, even 

to the point of death on the cross, the Lord exalted Him over all the kings 

of the earth.   

 

d.  In closing, consider four things:   

(i)  The call of David was the beginning of a line of kings that would 

culminate in the coming of Christ to the throne of David – this is how the 

Lord used this to move His plan forward.   

(ii)  That Jesus is now ruling and reigning on the throne of His father David 

in heaven over all the kings of the earth and every name that is named – so 

you should have the greatest confidence as you serve Him.   

(iii)  As He came from humble beginnings, so His kingdom had humble 

beginnings; but as He was exalted over all authority, so His kingdom will 

continue to grow until it fills the whole earth.   

(iv)  Finally, remember that your honor in God’s kingdom also doesn’t 

depend on your height, your looks or your abilities, but on the same thing 

that Christ’s did:  your character.   

(i)  If you want to become like Christ, you must first admit your sins, turn 

from them and trust in Him alone to enter His kingdom.   

(ii)  If you would be useful to the Lord, you must love Him more than 

your life and serve Him from the heart.   

(iii)  And if you would be great in His kingdom, you must humble yourself 

and become the servant of all.   

(iv)  It is the first who will be last, but the last who will be first.  Amen.   


