
“Biblical Manhood and Womanhood” 

(Principles to Observe, Part 10) 

 

 

 

I.  Engagement and Marriage.   

A.  Engagement:  After you determine eligibility and compatibility, and you have 

consent, then it’s time to consider engagement – though with care.   

1.  Engagement is as binding as marriage.   

a.  “If there is a girl who is a virgin engaged to a man, and another man finds her 

in the city and lies with her, then you shall bring them both out to the gate of 

that city and you shall stone them to death; the girl, because she did not cry 

out in the city, and the man, because he has violated his neighbor's wife.  

Thus you shall purge the evil from among you” (Deu. 22:23-24).   

b.  “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 

child by the Holy Spirit.  And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and 

not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly” (Matt. 1:18-

19).   

 

2.  It would be wise to seek counseling before engagement.   

a.  Most couples seek counseling before marriage, but not engagement.   

b.  But if engagement is binding, counseling must come before this step:   

(i)  To further confirm eligibility, compatibility, and consent.   

(ii)  Further to inform the couple regarding the commitment they’re making.   

(iii)  To equip them to live as husband and wife.   

 

B.  Marriage:   

1.  The ceremony:   

a.  There’s really nothing in Scripture describing an actual ceremony, though 

there is a great deal regarding how you should conduct yourselves in a 

marriage.   

(i)  Sometimes there isn’t a ceremony, such as in the case of Isaac and 

Rebekah (Gen. 24:63-67).   

(ii)  Sometimes it’s appears to be merely a celebration, such as in the case of 

Jacob and Leah (Gen. 29:21-25).   

(iii)  Even though this is true, the marriage is fully binding.   

 

b.  Having a ceremony is useful to formalize the union and have witnesses.   

(i)  You should plan on one that includes those elements that are appropriate 

and biblical.   

(a)  An explanation of marriage – including the archetype (Christ and His 

church; Gospel).   

(b)  The exchange of vows.   

(c)  The presentation of husband and wife.   
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(ii)  The vows exchanged should reflect what you are actually committing 

yourself to.   

(a)  Don’t rewrite them to make them say what you want.   

(b)  When you enter into a marriage, you are committing yourself to what 

God says regardless.   

(c)  You are vowing to the Lord and before many witnesses.   

(d)  You must be able to enter into this commitment with all your heart, 

fully intending to carry them out.   

 

2.  The union itself.   

a.  Marriage is a union between one man and one woman.    

(i)  “So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he 

slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  

The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from 

the man, and brought her to the man.  The man said, ‘This is now bone of 

my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she 

was taken out of Man.’  For this reason a man shall leave his father and his 

mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh” (Gen. 

2:21-24).   

(ii)  Anything else is not marriage.   

 

b.  Marriage is to last for life, “A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but 

if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in 

the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39).   

c.  The only grounds for dissolving it are:   

(i)  Adultery (Matt. 19:9).   

(ii)  Desertion (1 Cor. 7:15).   

(iii)  Death (v. 39).   

 

3.  Responsibilities in a marriage.   

a.  Husbands (Eph. 5:25-33).   

(i)  Love your wife as Christ loved the church (v. 25).   

(ii)  Give yourself up for her – love, protect and provide for her (v. 25).   

(iii)  Be a spiritual leader that brings sanctification (godly direction, vv. 26-

27).   

(iv)  Love her as yourself (vv. 28-30, 33).   

(v)  You are to provide leadership (implied in v. 24; cf. 1 Cor. 11:3).   

(a)  You are not to exercise tyranny over your wife.   

(b)  Your leadership must be loving and Christ-like.   

(c)  You need to be understanding (1 Pet. 3:7).   

(d)  Show her honor as a fellow heir of grace (ibid.).   

 

 (vi)  What are some of the things husbands might do contrary to the pattern 

we have in Jesus?   

(a)  Not love.   

(b)  Criticize.   
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(c)  Not provide.   

(d)  Be domineering (micro-manage, overly intrude in her domain of 

responsibility).   

 

b.  Wives.   

(i)  You are to love your husband (Titus 2:4).   

(ii)  Submit to your husband as the church does to Christ (Eph. 5:22).  It 

shouldn’t be hard to submit to one who is providing loving Christ-like 

leadership.   

(iii)  What if your husband isn’t doing what he should?   

(a)  Make sure you are faithful to do what the Lord calls you to do (1 Pet. 

3:1-2).   

(b)  What should you not do?   

(1)  Don’t nag.   

(2)  Don’t withhold your love or service as a means to leverage your 

husband until he submits to your wishes.   

(3)  Don’t be contentious (Prov. 21:9, 19; 27:15).   

 

c.  Parents:  You are to raise your children in the fear and admonition of the 

Lord (Eph. 6:4).   

(i)  On the one hand, don’t let them go their own way (Prov. 22:6).   

(ii)  On the other, don’t provoke them to anger (Eph. 6:4; cf. Col. 3:21 

exasperate, make resentful, embitter).   

(iii)  Prepare them for life through direction.   

(a)  They need complete direction at the beginning.   

(b)  As they mature, allow them to begin making their own decisions, take 

on more responsibility.   

(c)  The goal is to train them to be godly and independent.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


