HOST LEAD:  The Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Ute Tribes have banded together to host one of the biggest, though largely unrecognized, sporting events in the world.  KSUT’s Eric Hayes reports on the North American Indigenous Games, coming up this summer at venues from Fort Collins to Colorado Springs. 

ERIC:  Since 1990, the North American Indigenous Games have been held about every three years.  The Games feature thousands of athletes from tribes all over the United States and Canada.  It is an Olympic-style event that NAIG Council President Harold Joseph says receives much greater support and media attention in Canada than in the U.S.

JOSEPH: SO THERE REALLY ISN’T THE INVOLVEMENT OF MEDIA WHEN IT COMES TO THE UNITED STATES.  CANADA IT’S DIFFERENT.  CANADA IT’S ON TELEVISION ALL ACROSS CANADA WHEN THEY’RE HAVING THE GAMES.  WHEN IT COMES TO THE UNITED STATES, IT’S NOT THAT BIG OF A THING FOR CORPORATE AMERICA.

   In Canada, the federal and provincial governments provide financial backing for teams, while in the U.S., individual tribes have to foot the bill.  For example, the Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Ute put up one point two million dollars to have the games hosted in Colorado. 
   Joseph says having the games in Denver is an opportunity for the city to create more exposure for the games in the United States.

JOSEPH: I THINK DENVER IS GOING TO SHOWCASE HOW BIG IT IS.  I THINK THEY HAVE A MEDIA THING THEY’RE GOING TO DO AND INVOLVE A TELEVISION STATION.  WHETHER IT GETS AIRED, I DON’T KNOW.  I HOPE IT WOULD SO THAT THE WORD GETS OUT. 
   Southern Ute Tribe Liaison Alex Cloud says this year’s games will feature competition from about seven thousand athletes, on thirty-one teams, in sixteen sports.

CLOUD:  BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL, SOFTBALL, BASEBALL, WRESTLING, TAE KWAN DO, ARCHERY, BADMINTON, RIFLE-SHOOTING.

   The games will kick off on July 2nd with opening ceremonies at Invesco Field, which Harold Joseph says rival those of the Olympic games.

JOSEPH:  EACH TEAM WILL BE ANNOUNCED.  THEY’LL ALL PARADE IN WITH THEIR TEAMS INTO THE STADIUM.  WE HAVE SOME CEREMONIES WHERE THERE’S A SACRED BUNDLE AND A SACRED STAFF THAT GETS PASSED ON FROM GAMES TO GAMES.  THE CEREMONIAL NORTH AMERICAN INDIGENOUS GAMES FLAG WILL BE PUT UP.  AND THEN THE HOST TRIBE WILL THEN HAVE KIND OF AN OPENING CERMEONY FROM THEIR CULTURAL BACKGROUND.

There will also be a Cultural Village that will be open throughout the games.

JOSEPH:  THE CULTURAL VILLAGE WOULD BE OPEN THE FULL DURATION THAT WE’RE THERE.  THE CULTURAL VILLAGE WOULD CONSIST OF A PLACE WHERE ALL THE NATIVE YOUTH CAN GO AND CONGREGATE AFTER THE GAMES HAVE GOT DONE EACH DAY.  THEY’LL HAVE A STAGE.  THEY’LL HAVE PERFORMANCES BY CULTURAL GROUPS THAT ARE COMING WITH THEIR CONTINGENTS FROM ALL ACROSS NORTH AMERICA.  THEY’LL HAVE SOME MUSICAL PERFORMERS PLUS THAT’S WHERE THEY’LL HAVE A LOT OF THE VENDORS THAT COME AND EACH TEAM CAN OPEN UP A BOOTH.  IT’S KIND OF A SOCIAL GATHERING FOR ALL THE YOUTH THAT ARE GOING TO BE THERE.

   Alex Cloud says they are striving to keep the event affordable for spectators.

CLOUD:  EVERYTHING IS FREE EXCEPT FOR THE OPENING CEREMONIES, WHICH IS GOING TO BE NO MORE THAN TWENTY DOLLARS A TICKET TO GET INTO THE OPENING CEREMONIES.  BUT WE’RE TRYING TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERYBODY COMES AND CHECKS OUT THE OPENING CEREMONIES.

   The games were scheduled to be held in Buffalo, New York in 2005.  But when financing fell through there, organizers Mo Smith, Bob Roybal  and Alex Cloud approached the Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Ute tribes for help.  The men petitioned the NAIG Council, and, in October of 2004, they were granted the right to host the 2006 games in Colorado.

   According to Joseph, the 2002 games in Manitoba created forty million dollars of economic impact for the city, resulting in twenty-eight million dollars in profit for the host tribes.  That money has allowed the NAIG Council to keep governing the games and the province of Manitoba to put together sports programs for Native American youth that promote healthy lifestyles through sport.

   Alex Cloud says, with the mix-up in Buffalo, the Colorado tribes have been on a time crunch to put the event together.

CLOUD:  AND USUALLY YOU HAVE THREE YEARS OUT TO PREPARE FOR THE GAMES.  WE’VE ONLY HAD ABOUT EIGHTEEN MONTHS TO PREPARE FOR THE GAMES, SO EVERYTHING HAD TO BE DONE VERY QUICKLY.

   Cloud says organizers are still in need of volunteers, about three thousand of which will be needed to pull off the games.

   To volunteer or get more information about the North American Indigenous Games, you can visit their website at www.naig2006.com.     I’m Eric Hayes for KSUT.

HOST TAG:  The North American Indigenous Games will be July 2nd to July 9th in the Denver area.  

--

(Original ending)

Normally, a host state or province will have three years to pull everything together to host the event.  The two Colorado tribes have had only eighteen months. Alex Cloud says organizers still have a great need for volunteers.

CLOUD:

