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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
“The Ring & I:  The Passion, The Myth, The Mania”

WNYC Special Explores the Impact and Influence

of Wagner’s Ring Cycle

on the Eve of the Metropolitan Opera’s Presentation

Airdates:  On 93.9FM:  Friday, March 19, 3pm; Sunday, March 21, 6pm


          On AM 820:  Friday, March 19, 7pm; Sunday, March 21, 2pm
"It has great sex, fantastic music, a great storm, a big eruptive fire at the end...

Who needs soap operas?  Who needs reality TV, when you have this?" 

– Fred Plotkin, Food & Opera Writer

It might seem hyperbole to claim, as many Wagnerites do, that The Ring Cycle is “The Greatest Work of Art Ever.”

But the grandeur and power of this monumental work have permeated our culture to the point that “Wagnerian” is used as an adjective, and each of the opera’s signature elements – the music, the symbolism and use of myth, the epic drama – has found its way into pop culture, from Star Wars to Bugs Bunny.

On the eve of the Metropolitan Opera’s presentation of the seventeen-hour opus, WNYC, New York Public Radio®, presents “The Ring and I: The Passion, The Myth, The Mania,” an insightful, funny, and often surprising examination of the ways this unlikely work of art has inspired passion, impacted culture, and invited controversy over the last 125 years.

“The Ring and I:  The Passion, The Myth, The Mania” airs on WNYC Radio on Friday, March 19 at 3pm (93.9 FM) and 7pm (AM 820) and Sunday, March 21 at 2pm (AM 820) and 6pm (93.9 FM).
Hosted by Jad Abumrad, “The Ring and I” asks what many of the uninitiated must wonder:  “What’s the big deal?”. This journey, intended for both devoted fans and newcomers alike, visits with a diverse cast of characters who weigh in with their answers to this complex question, including: 

· Howard Shore, Oscar-winning composer of The Lord of the Rings, who discusses Wagner’s critical development of leitmotifs, which radically transformed how music could become an integral part of telling a story; 

· Playwright Tony Kushner, who reflects upon his memories of listening to The Ring with his father, one of the rare bonding experiences the two shared;

· Joe Clark, technical director for the Metropolitan Opera, who thinks that the ultimate litmus test for any opera house is whether it can stage The Ring;

· Jungian psychologist Laurie Layton Schapira, who sees each of the Ring’s characters as different aspect of one’s entire personality and the story as our own inner drama;

· Seattle Opera director Speight Jenkins, who claims that Wagner was the first composer who attempted – and succeeded – to not merely entertain his audience, but actually change the way they thought; and 

· Guitarist Gary Lucas, who hears strains of Wagner in Led Zeppelin.

John Rockwell, cultural correspondent for The New York Times, suggests that “The Ring holds such sway for the same reason Springsteen and Pink do:  They’re all examples of no-holds-barred music-making,” while Will Berger, author of Wagner without Fear, forgoes Madonna and Eminem, contending that “Wagner is the most controversial artist who ever lived.”

Ultimately, “The Ring and I” is a story about the love affair between hundreds of thousands of people and one, colossal, controversial and awe-inspiring piece of work.

 

“The Ring and I: The Passion, The Myth, The Mania” was produced by Jad Abumrad and Aaron Cohen for WNYC, New York Public Radio.

For further information andpreview CDs, please contact Jennifer Houlihan, WNYC Publicity Manager, at (212) 669-7748 or jhoulihan@wnyc.org.

WNYC, New York Public Radio, is New York's premier public radio station, comprising WNYC 93.9 FM and WNYC AM 820. As America's most listened-to public radio stations, reaching over one million listeners each week, WNYC FM and AM extend New York City's cultural riches to the whole country and air the best national offerings from affiliate networks National Public Radio and Public Radio International. WNYC 93.9 FM broadcasts a broad range of daily news, talk, cultural and classical music programming, while WNYC AM 820 maintains a stronger focus on breaking news and international news reporting. For more information, visit www.wnyc.org.  
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