THE TROUBLE WITH HARRY host copy

Intro:

Harry Nilsson {NILL-son} would have become a senior citizen in June, on the 15th, in fact.  Among the enthusiasms of this 70s pop star, a fondness for the undead – manifested in Son of Dracula, a film he made with Ringo Starr, in which he played the title role of Count Downe.  

While the movie never made it to the local cineplex – by all accounts, it was a terrible film – un-dying remains a force in Nilsson's universe.  The singer/songwriter passed in 1994; still, his songs make their way into film – most recently The Girl Next Door from 2004.  Three of his albums have just been reissued, and now a full-length documentary – Who Is Harry Nilsson and Why is everybody talkin' about him? -- written and directed by John Scheinfeld {SHINE-feld}, is being shown at film festivals across the country.

And then there's this:  27 years ago, a graduate student from UCLA interviewed Nilsson in his Bel Air home.  Now an independent radio producer, Jackson Braider recently uncovered the cassette of his conversation with the man the Beatles called their favorite group. 

A warning to listeners:  a portion of this story deals with obscenity. 

Outro:

Jackson Braider, an independent radio producer from Boston, has written CD liner notes for Sony/BMG Music, Harry Nilsson's record company.  Proiduction of this story was supported in part by the PRX Reversioning Project.  You'll find other original voices in the radio world on the web at prx dot org, the Public Radio Exchange.

Promo copy (30 sec.):

The Beatles called him “their favorite group,” but Harry Nilsson {NILL-son} was an American original – a gifted singer, a talented songwriter, and an artist who always knew exactly what he was doing.  12 years after his death, Nilsson is hot again – he's the subject of a new film, and his old record company is reissuing some of his greatest albums. From the PRX Reversioning Project,  a story by independent producer Jackson Braider about his brush with the Beatles' favorite group, {next time, tomorrow, today} on {program name}.
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