Hi, I’m Jay Allison.  I’ve produced programs for public radio for some 30 years now because I believe in public radio.  It’s the only place in the media today that values you as a citizen, not just a consumer.  It’s a place that values honest and thoughtful stories that reveal the world to us in often new and exciting ways.

In our series This I Believe, you’ve told us about your deeply held beliefs and values.  You’ve shared your stories about how those beliefs were forged, and about the often daily struggles to live out your convictions.  Frederick Reamer, a listener from Rhode Island, told us how he wrestles with his beliefs about crime and punishment. 

REAMER:  Last Tuesday morning I stared across the table at a woman with severe scars lining her otherwise gentle face.  Her raging husband carved those scars and sliced off her ear when she told him she wanted a divorce. 

I’m a member of the Rhode Island Parole Board. Month after month - thirteen years worth of months – I’ve met with criminals and victims.  Immediately before my colleagues and I conduct parole hearings for the criminals, we meet with their victims if they wish to tell us their stories. Every time I walk into those hearing rooms I retest my belief in justice.  

In his essay Frederick Reamer describes the dilemmas he faces every day.  As he explores his values, he encourages us to examine our own beliefs.

REAMER:  Only an hour after meeting with the woman with jagged scars on her face, I met with her offender. In his khaki inmate uniform, this monster explained with impressive insight and remorse how he had mishandled his failing marriage. The inmate showed me, with heartfelt words, the fruits of his hard emotional labor while in prison – what he had learned in treatment programs and from his own soul-searching.  All of a sudden, he didn’t seem quite so monstrous. 

So, how do I administer justice?  I believe that justice can’t be shaped by simplistic formulas.  Rather, justice happens when real human beings sort through a jumble of laws, rules, conflicting stories, and plain old instinct.

Administering justice is not theoretical.  There are real consequences every time I answer the question: What do I believe?
As a producer for public radio, I believe it’s valuable and necessary to hear from people like Frederick Reamer and to consider our core convictions as individuals.

Public radio is the place where we all share in the simple act of listening to each other.  It’s a civic space where we come together to engage in important conversations. Public radio can provide that because listeners support it.  Your pledge now will help this community commons thrive and grow.  Thanks.
