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Show # 379b

Date: April 16, 2011

Length:  28:00

Host: Rachel Louise Snyder filling in for Peggy Wehmeyer

On this week’s World Vision Report…

· Private enterprise comes to socialist Cuba

· A microloan meltdown in India

· A queen fights domestic violence

· A new musical production: “Songs of Migration”

Cuba Economy (4:30-5:00)

While all eyes have been on North Africa and the Middle East these last few months, some significant changes in Cuba have gone more or less unnoticed.  The communist government there announced a major shift in policy.  It now allows private citizens to open their own small businesses for the very first time.  Thousands of Cubans have embraced the idea, trading their government jobs for self-employment.  But the introduction of free enterprise into this staunchly socialist country has been rocky… and many people are struggling to adapt.  Our Latin America correspondent Grant Fuller has the story from Havana. 

Microloan Meltdown (5:45)

Micro-lending has been hailed as the silver bullet to help end poverty. But the practice of lending small amounts of money to the world’s poor hasn’t been a particularly attractive business proposition for traditional banks.  The amounts are too small and the risk too high. The gap has been filled by non-profit groups who’ve been leading the way in microfinance in the developing world. In India, private lenders have entered the market, hoping to expand the practice to more people and, no doubt, make a profit. But a lack of regulation and sketchy lending practices have left the entire system facing a meltdown. Elliot Hannon reports from the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. 

Queens Trek (6:00)

The Kingdom of Bhutan is a small country with big mountains and ancient Buddhist traditions. 

It’s tucked up against the Himalayas between India and China. Bhutan is known for its policy of “gross national happiness,” a way of measuring quality of life in non-economic terms.  But even here there are serious social ills. Among them: domestic violence. This is something the queen of Bhutan finds unacceptable and she has set out to change people’s behavior one pretty strenuous step at a time. Stephanie Guyer-Stevens of Outer Voices reports.

Songs of Migration (6:25)

Across the world, people have been migrating from one area to another for as long as they’ve had legs to walk on.  Some go in search of freedom, some in search of food, some in search of safety or a better way of life.  In South Africa, Johannesburg’s famous Market Theatre has been showcasing a musical called “Songs of Migration.” It focuses on the joy and pain migrants went through in the apartheid era when they left their rural homes for South Africa’s mines and farms. 

Taurai Maduna went to the theater and files this report.


:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:


The tiger of free enterprise is now loose in Cuba.

The socialist government there now allows private citizens to own small businesses.

Despite heavy taxes and monthly fees, 170-thousand Cubans already have signed up.

This week the World Vision Report talks with some of those pioneer entrepreneurs 

We also visit India where a micro-loan meltdown is underway.

Those stories and much more – this week on the World Vision Report.

(ADD DATE AND TIME OF BROADCAST AND LOCAL STATION I.D.)

0:00 - Billboard

0:55 - Cuban Economy

5:58 - Microloan Meltdown

12:32 - Queen's Trek

19:10 - Songs of Migration

28:00 - End

