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Show # 378a

Date: April 9, 2011

Length:  58:59

Host: Melinda Penkava filling in for Peggy Wehmeyer

On this week’s World Vision Report…

· An “emergency law” in Egypt for 30-years keeps people in prison

· Corruption victims wait for a court date in Tunisia

· Investing in young baseball players in the Dominican Republic

· A video game helps raise money for the homeless

· What’s cooking?  Smoked tomatoes

· A film review: Even the Rain

· The worst place to be a woman

· Training impoverished women to be healthcare workers

· A different kind of Africa from what she thought 

The Missing (6:24)

The ruling military council of Egypt announced this week it would lift emergency law before the parliamentary elections scheduled for September.  The law has been in place since 1981 when President Anwar Sadat was assassinated by Islamic militants and Hosni Mubarak took control of the country. It gives the state sweeping powers to arrest people without charge, detain prisoners indefinitely, and use special military courts. The law – widely hated - is still in place – even after the revolution toppled President Mubarak and his government several weeks ago.  The military led transitional government has released almost 2,000 prisoners, but some say there are still thousands of people being held under the law in Egypt’s prisons.  They include democracy activists, bloggers, and members of Islamic groups. Reporter Bonnie Allen introduces us to one family, and its struggle to free a father.

Anti-Corruption Effort (4:30)

After several weeks of intense protest for a faster transition to democracy, the interim government of Tunisia has set an election date for a constitutional assembly.  Tunisians will vote July 24th on who they want to draft their new constitution.  While Tunisians celebrate the key step toward democracy, many worry justice is lagging behind, as thousands of victims of corruption wait for their day in court. Megan Williams reports from Tunis.

Segment B:

Baseball Investment (4:54) 

Baseball season is here.  Playing in the major leagues is not just the dream of young boys in the U-S.  In countries such as the Dominican Republic, it’s seen as a way out of poverty.  Michael Schmidt of the New York Times discovered that US investors are gambling on the prospects of young Dominican boys who hope to become star players. Michael joins Melinda Penkava by phone from Iraq where he’s on assignment. 

Spent Homeless Video Game (5:18)

The recession is hitting a lot of people hard, and not always in obvious ways. Some of the formerly unemployed have managed to find jobs. But the pay is lower. Or they don’t have health insurance. Imagine if this was your situation. You’re getting by, but just barely. Then something happens, maybe a car accident, and you have to pay the bill. Suddenly you can barely make ends meet.  It’s a story Patrice Nelson knows well.  She sees it unfold in her town every day. Nelson is the director of the Urban Ministries of Durham, North Carolina. The group serves people who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. She says the number of people coming to the food pantry has doubled just in the past year.  Nelson had the idea that if people better understood just how easy it is to wind up homeless they might be willing to donate more to groups like hers. So she loved the idea suggested by the advertising company McKinney: an online video game called Spent. The World Vision Report’s Cynthia Graber visited Durham and produced this story.

Smoked Tomatoes (4:25)

It’s almost tomato time in the US.  Summer is temptingly close for those who enjoy buying their produce from farmers markets or growing their own.  Eating locally grown food has become a real trend recently.  But in hundreds of small agricultural towns across Argentina, that’s the way it’s always been. For our What’s Cooking segment, reporter Marcos Federman traveled to the town of Dugan, 90 miles outside Buenos Aires, to see what one farmer does with his tomato crop.

Segment C:

Even the Rain (3:07)

A little over a decade ago, the Bolivian government joined forces with multinational organizations to privatize the water supply in the city of Cochabamba. The local community took to the streets, protesting new regulations that would make water unaffordable for the city’s poor. Some claimed the proposed law would even require people to get a license to collect rainwater from their roofs. And that’s where the title of the new Spanish feature film “Tambien La Lluvia,” or Even the Rain, comes from. The film is about an unsuspecting movie crew that comes to Cochabamba in the days leading up to the water war.  Rachel Clift has this review:

Hannah Slocum (7:20)

By every measure, the West African country of Liberia is one of the world’s worst places to be a woman.  In the aftermath of a brutal civil war, women have limited access to medical care, jobs and education.  Rape is so common many women don’t even know it’s a crime.  Most women raise children on their own on less than a dollar-a-day. But, in one part of the country, women have made progress - thanks to Liberian Hannah Slocum.  Ma Hannah, as she’s affectionately known, has made it her life’s work to help lift Liberia out of poverty, one woman at a time. Prue Clarke reports.

Lady Healthcare Workers (2:40)

More and more women are being trained to work on projects that benefit their own communities.

It’s becoming quite common in public health. This is how it works: you take local women who don’t necessarily have much education and train them to give basic maternal and infant health care. And reap the health benefits for pregnant women and newborn babies.  Donald MacNeil Jr. wrote about this for the New York Times.  He talked with Melinda Penkava.

A Different Africa (3:44)

Wairimu Gitahi is an African woman and a journalist. She believed she understood her continent until she moved to South Africa last year. There, she found all of her previous assumptions about race and about identity were challenged.  Here’s her reporter’s notebook.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:


An “emergency law” put in place 30-years ago in Egypt is still in place and it’s believed thousands of political prisoners, bloggers, and other activists are still being held in Egypt’s prisons.

This week, the World Vision Report follows a family trying to get their father released from prison.

We also discuss controversial investments in young ballplayers in the Dominican Republic.

Those stories, some smoked tomatoes and a video game about being homeless.

It’s all on tap for this week’s World Vision Report.
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