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On this week’s World Vision Report…a homage to reporters around the world who risk their lives, their fortunes, and their families to give you the news. 

· Tweets from Tahir

· A free press is hardly free or safe 

· Tunisian bloggers bring down a dictator 

· Acts of kindness for the press in eastern Libya

· A free press returns to Libya in the midst of the revolt

· A reporter risks his life in Colombia

· Somali journalists in exile in Uganda

· A personal journey to being an ethical reporter

· Music banned around the world 

Tweets from Tahir (0:47)

By now it’s pretty clear that Twitter has been critical getting information out as uprisings sweep across the Arab world. These little spurts of information, 140 characters at a time, form a moment by moment snapshot of history.  Now, Twitter posts from Cairo have been published in a book called Tweets from Tahrir.  Here are some of those tweets from February 2nd, a day known as Bloody Wednesday:

Primer (1:21)

Host Rachel Louise Snyder sets the stage for what is to follow – a series of stories from around the world all focusing on reporters and photographers who risk their lives to keep the public informed. 

Media Freedom (2:00)

The founding fathers of our nation recognized the importance of having freedom of speech and a free press. That’s why both are guaranteed freedoms by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The World Vision Report’s Leda Hartman recalls a time in Northern Ireland when that wasn’t the case. It also made her stop and think about all those reporters in the world who run incredible risks just to “get the story out.”

Bloggers (5:43)

This year the organization “Reporters Without Borders” gave its special Netizen award to a group of Tunisian bloggers.  The award – sponsored by Google - recognizes the role of Internet activists in covering the unrest in Tunisia and helping depose the country’s longtime dictator.  But the work of Tunisian bloggers is just beginning. As Megan Williams reports from Tunis, citizen journalists are using the same technologies that fueled their people’s revolution to continue their fight for democracy.

Acts of Kindness (3:12)

During  the last four decades, foreign journalists were more or less banned from reporting from Libya.  And inside the country, Moammar Gaddafi’s government kept tight control of Libyan journalists and dictated what the state media could cover.  When the recent revolutionary movement began, foreign journalists started to enter the country from the east, near the rebel capital of Benghazi.  The World Vision Report’s Bonnie Allen was one of them, and in this Reporter’s Notebook, she tells us how journalists were warmly welcomed by the people, even under difficult circumstances.

Newspaper Editor (2:02)

After the Libyan revolutionary movement began in Benghazi, journalists from the city, who had not been able to report freely before, suddenly were able to do so.  They scrambled to start a radio and TV station – and a newspaper.  The newspaper now prints more than 5,000 copies every day. Mohamed El-Manifi is the editor.  He hadn’t written an article in 25 years because he refused to spread government propaganda.  He tells us what it was like to publish the first paper.

Exiled Somali Journalists (6:40)

Somalia is one of the most dangerous countries in the world for journalists.  Eleven reporters have been killed in the last two years alone and many others have fled the country.  Somalia’s government collapsed two decades ago when civil war broke out. Since then, a weak transitional government has been in place, but militant Islamic groups control much of the country.  Ahmed Omar Hashi was news director at a local radio station. He was shot on the job.  He fled to Uganda where he joined a community of exiled journalists from his homeland.  Bonnie Allen brings us the story.

Leiderman Ortiz (6:11)

In Colombia, security has improved since the government began demobilizing paramilitary groups seven years ago. But the country is still one of the most violent in the world. The danger is especially high for journalists who dare to report on Colombia’s powerful criminal and drug gangs, many of which are controlled by former paramilitary fighters. Leiderman Ortiz publishes a tabloid newspaper in the northern Colombian city of Caucasia.  He specializes in exposing local corruption and the links between government officials and the gangs. As Nadja Drost reports, his courage comes at a price. 

Sonnie (2:22) 

In Liberia, West Africa, financial pressures stop many journalists from doing their jobs properly.

It’s rarely talked about, but widely accepted, that reporters take gifts, or bribes, from politicians and others to bury stories, or report propaganda.  Sonnie Morris works in private radio, earning just $40 a month.  For a single mother of two, that’s not enough to live on.  For a long time Morris took payoffs from some of the people she reported on.  But now, she’s learned to do things differently. Here’s her story, in her own words.

A footnote to this story:  New Narratives is a training program for female journalists in Liberia.

With its help, Sonnie Morris recently got a new job reporting for United Nations Radio in Liberia. 

She now earns $800 a month - 20 times her previous salary.

Vox Pops (1:00)

Where do you get your news from? Do you trust your sources?  We put that question to one young man in Lebanon, and another in Tunisia.

Listen to the Banned (10:51 + music to 12:53)

In the United States, some music might make you want to get up and dance.  But in the West African country of Cameroon, it could get you arrested. A song that criticizes Cameroon’s president for staying in power indefinitely has landed its composer, Lapiro de Mbanga, behind bars.  He’s one of 14 artists whose music is featured on a CD called “Listen to the Banned.” That’s “banned” as in “censored.”  The album is produced by Freemuse, a Danish organization that promotes freedom of expression for musicians all over the world. The World Vision Report’s Leda Hartman spoke with the program director for Freemuse, Ole Reitov.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:


Modern communications is changing the world of journalism.  So-called “citizen journalists” have kept the world informed on the revolutions spreading across North Africa and the Middle East.


And the shackles on journalists are falling in Libya and elsewhere – places where freedom of the press has been only a dream, not a reality. 

This week, the World Vision Report pays tribute to those journalists around the world who risk their lives, their careers, and their families to keep you informed. 
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