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Show # 375b

Date: March 19, 2011

Length:  28:00

Host: Melinda Penkava filling in for Peggy Wehmeyer

On this week’s World Vision Report…an encore of stories heard previously on this station:

· A city from scratch for the poor in Brazil

· A magazine for women in Afghanistan

· Rambunctious animals sabotage interviews in West Africa

· Problems with micro-credit

Sustainable City (10:41)

After the Haiti earthquake in January last year, there was some talk about moving Port au Prince to a different location – starting the town over from scratch.  The same was suggested after Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans in 2005.  Nothing came of those suggestions.  But in Mexico, officials have actually done it.  When floods severely damaged or destroyed some remote villages three years ago in Mexico’s poorest region, the government relocated about 400 families to a brand new town.  It built homes, schools, and medical facilities -- everything a family needs to make a village work.  The former subsistence farmers are now bakers, butchers, and business owners.  Peggy Wehmeyer talks with reporter Grant Fuller who visited the town. (Interview, report, followup interview combined)

Women’s Magazine (4:34) 

Newspapers and magazines are having a tough time in the U.S.  Magazines like Gourmet and CosmoGirl/Metropolitan Home have shut down, and recently Newsweek announced it was up for sale.  But that’s not the case in Afghanistan.  Publications there are thriving.  One that’s doing especially well is a magazine created by women, for women.  Will Everett reports from Kabul.

On the Farm (3:01)

Farm animals can occasionally get in the way of good reporting.  Anna Boiko-Weyrauch spent a year reporting from West Africa, where she covered a range of subjects.  In this reporter’s notebook, she shares one of her biggest headaches while trying to work there. 

Micro-credit (7:53)

Micro-loans have been used widely in the developing world over the last few decades.  They’re small loans -- often no more than $100 -- to a poor person so they can start or expand a small business.  Mohammed Yunus of the Grameen Bank even won a Nobel Prize for his pioneering use of micro-loans to help the poor lift themselves out of poverty in Bangladesh.  The popularity of micro-credit projects has grown by leaps and bounds in recent years.  But so has criticism of some organizations that take advantage of the poor by charging them enormous interest rates and making a bundle in the process.  David Roodman is a research fellow at the Center for Global Development and is in the process of writing a book on the topic of microfinance.  He talked with Peggy Wehmeyer. 

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:


Officials in Haiti may want to visit Mexico and how it’s rebuilding cities wiped out by disaster. This week the World Vision Report visits a brand new city built by the Mexican government to replace three remote villages wiped out by floods.  400 families have been relocated and given all the basics for making a successful city.


We also visit with the editor of magazine for women in Afghanistan.


Those stories and more this week on the World Vision Report.

(ADD DATE AND TIME OF BROADCAST AND LOCAL STATION I.D.)

0:00 - Billboard

0:43 - Sustainable City

12:13 - Women's Magazine

17:00 - Top of the Pops

18:22 - On the Farm

21:49 - Niger Famine

26:04 - “Africa Land”

28:00 - End

