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Show # 374b


Date: March 12, 2011

Length:  28:00

Host: Melinda Penkava filling in for Peggy Wehmeyer

On this week’s World Vision Report…

· Young Libyans choose revolution over poverty

· Where the revolution began in Tunisia

· China muscles up for a possible revolution

· Hainan Gender Gap

Poverty & Recruitment (5:21)

In Libya, Muammar Gaddafi has vowed “to fight to the end, to the last man, last woman” to stay in power. The rebels are relying on defectors from Col. Gaddafi’s army and thousands of untrained volunteers. Many are young men who say they were destined to live in poverty and despair under Gaddafi’s regime.  What galvanized them into action?  Bonnie Allen reports from the rebel stronghold of Benghazi.

Sidi Bouzid (5:50)

The small Tunisian town of Sidi Bouzid is where the pro-democracy rebellion in the Mid East and North Africa began.  It was here on December 17th, that a frustrated young street vendor set himself on fire.  That one act of protest sparked a series of revolts that have brought down governments and changed the dynamics in the Arab world.  Reporter Megan Williams visited Sidi Bouzid to find out how the death of Mohamed Bouazizi has affected his family and his community.

China: Jasmine Revolution Response (5:30)

The Jasmine Revolution protests that started in Tunisia spread quickly across North Africa and the Middle East.  Many have wondered whether that same spirit of rebellion could reach as far as China. Some anonymous websites there have called for protests against the country’s authoritarian rule.  Tania Branigan is the China correspondent for the British newspaper The Guardian, and she’s based in Beijing.  Melinda Penkava asked her if the government has an official response to what’s been going on in North Africa.

Hainan Gender Gap (5:48)

Some of the discontent in China is a result of their one child policy.  Adopted 30 years ago, it was an attempt to curb china’s exploding population.  The government limited urban families to one child.  Rural families could have two. 

For thousands of years, Chinese families traditionally valued sons more than daughters.  Tradition and the one child policy meant many families did anything they could to have a son.  The first generation of “one child policy babies” is now of marrying age, and there’s a shortage of women. The number of young men in China unable to find wives now approaches 20 million.  Jennifer Dunn brings us this story from a rural region where women are particularly scarce.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:

Young men in eastern Libya say they’d rather risk their lives trying to toss Muammar Gaddafi from power than to live a life of poverty under Gaddafi’s rule.

This week, the World Vision Report takes you to Benghazi – the stronghold of anti-Gaddafi forces – to talk with those on the front lines of the revolution.


We also visit the family of the young man who launched the revolution in Tunisia that toppled the government there before spreading to Egypt and elsewhere.


It’s a revolutionary week – this week on the World Vision Report.
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