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Host: Melinda Penkava filling in for Peggy Wehmeyer

On this week’s World Vision Report…

· What’s fueling the revolt in Libya

· Refugees from north Africa flock toward Italy

· Volunteers still build homes in Mexico

· Defending U.S. foreign aid

· The long distance runners of Kenya

· Walking tall for food in India

· The Afro-Peruvian music of Pena

Libya (5:25)

Radio Free Bengazi is an internet radio station run by protesters in Libya’s second largest city.  Early in the Libyan revolt, it was one of the very few sources of information about what’s happening there.  Few journalists or human rights observers have been allowed into Libya this past week and those who’ve managed to get in are mostly in the Eastern part of the country, around the city of Bengazi.  Facts about what is actually happening on the ground in Tripoli have been scarce. Just as scarce is information about what led up to these street battles. To give us some perspective on the revolt and life in Libya under the dictatorship of Muammar Gaddafi, Melinda Penkava talks with Omar Turbi, a Libyan businessman and political activist who now lives in California.

Refugee Keepsakes (4:20)

Libya is close to Italy – and not just geographically.  100 years ago, Italy invaded the north coast of Africa and set up a colony in what is now Libya.  The country gained independence in 1951.  With the uprising this month, Italy is bracing for an influx of migrants from Libya. This week, thousands of people escaping the chaos and poverty of Tunisia, crossed the Mediterranean to the tiny Italian island of Lampedusa.  Italy's interior minister calls the situation a humanitarian crisis and the boatloads of Tunisians a "Biblical exodus."  Lampedusa has long been a destination as a first foothold in Europe for those seeking a better life. The island is just 70 miles off the Tunisian coast, but as Megan Williams reports from Lampedusa, Tunisians are risking their lives to get there.

Foreign Aid (5:05)

A budget package approved by the Republican controlled house has now gone on to the Senate. The package includes $60 billion in spending cuts from the current fiscal budget.  One of the biggest cuts is to foreign aid, cuts which an overwhelming majority of Americans support.  The new budget proposal slashes humanitarian aid by 40% and 16% from the state department.  Republican lawmakers say the US needs the money for domestic programs and many argue that foreign aid doesn’t work.  But former Republican Congressman Mark Green of Wisconsin has a different view.  Green is also a former ambassador to Tanzania and is now a Senior Director of the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition.  He talked with Melinda Penkava.

Casa por Cristo (5:10)

Drug violence continues to claim lives in Mexico.  Just last weekend more than 40 people were killed in Ciudad Juarez - ground zero in the drug war.  The city – which is on the border with the US - had more than 3,000 murders last year – making it the deadliest city in Mexico. The violence has driven most humanitarian and aid groups away.  One of the few that remains is Casas por Cristo, or Homes for Christ. Based in El Paso, Texas, Casas por Cristo builds homes on the outskirts of Ciudad Juarez.  As Monica Perez Uribe reports, in the communities where Casas por Cristo works, violence is not the only concern.  There's also poverty.

Runners of Iten (6:10)

If you’ve ever watched the end of a long-distance race on TV or in person there’s a good chance it was a runner from Kenya leading the way.  For many crossing the finish line is the last leg of a journey that began in the tiny town of Iten, in Kenya’s western highlands.  Kelsey Timmerman recently visited the place that some people call the running capital of the world. 

Stilt Girl (2:42)

In India, 40% of the population lives on less than $2 a day.  To pay for food and other essentials, people have to come up with out-of-the-ordinary ways to make money.  Reporter Deepak Singh tells us about one family’s balancing act, in this reporter’s notebook from Lucknow, India.

Pena (14:25)

Afro-Peruvian music is a sound born of both repression and the response to it. It has its roots among the slaves brought to Peru by the Spanish in the 1500's. Musicians in parts of Peru continue to make this music today. Last spring, that's what Minneapolis musician Cory Wong went to find.  What he came back with was a rich collection of songs played not on a stage or in a formal studio, but out where the musicians lived and gathered. The result of all that is the CD “Pena” and Cory Wong is with us to talk about it.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:


The fires of revolution continue to spread across North Africa.  First Tunisia, then Egypt, and now Libya deals with demands from its people for change.  This week the World Vision Report takes you to a small island off the coast of Tunisia where refugees are fleeing the turmoil back home.

 
Despite drug violence, volunteers still build homes for the poor in Mexico and a former Republican Congressman defends the need for foreign aid.


Those stories and more – this week on the World Vision Report.
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