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Date: February 19, 2011

Length:  58:59

Host: Melinda Penkava filling in for Peggy Wehmeyer

On this week’s World Vision Report…

· Egypt promotes tourism 

· Holocaust survivors in Israel

· How do we feed the world 

· A WorldWatch report on food production

· New technology to feed the hungry 

· Free male circumcision in South Africa

· Radio to the rescue of the poor in Haiti

· Saving Haiti from “aid tourists”

· Line dancing through hard times 

Pyramids (4 ish)

While other parts of the Arab world are in turmoil now, Egypt celebrates a new beginning.  But many Egyptians remain out of work – especially in the tourist industry. Wael Ghonim is the young Google executive who was imprisoned in Egypt for helping create the Facebook page that brought thousands together in Tahrir Square.  This week he sent out this twitter message: “Dear World, If you want to help Egyptians come to Sharm ElSheikh or Hurghada and enjoy few days there. Its 100% Safe.”  Tourism is Egypt’s largest source of income – but one million tourists left the country during the recent revolution and that’s devastating the economy.  Assia Boundaoui traveled to Giza, one of Egypt’s most famous spots, to see how people are doing.

Holocaust Survivors (7:03)

Egypt’s neighbor, Israel, is also facing protests about the rising price of bread, water, and gas.  The labor movement is planning strikes and protests in the coming weeks.  In response, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has announced a series of measures to bring down the rising cost of food and fuel.  As many as one-in-four Israelis lives in poverty.  That includes many elderly holocaust survivors.  Daniel Estrin sent us a story about one of them.

Foresight/UK (2:15)

The recent demonstrations and protests in Egypt and Tunisia were sparked, in part, by the rising cost of food.  It’s estimated about a billion people go to bed hungry every night.  The United Kingdom put together a team of experts to figure out the best way to address that.  The team’s answer is published in a study called Foresight: The Future of Food and Farming. Professor Charles Godfray chairs the group. He says there’s a perfect storm ahead: climate change will lead to more extreme weather events that can harm farming. The world’s population is growing. And as people get richer, their diets change.  They start eating more meat.

WorldWatch on Food (5:06) 

When it comes to feeding the planet, sometimes small-scale solutions can make a huge difference.  That’s the essence of a new report from the organization WorldWatch.  It’s called State of the World 2011: Innovations that Nourish the Planet.  The WorldWatch team spent 15 months visiting 250 projects in sub-Saharan Africa. They found what’s working now – and what can, and should, be done in the future.  Danielle Nierenberg is the project director. She talked with Melinda Penkava.

India’s Milk (4:50)

Danielle Nierenberg highlighted the importance of storage to prevent food from being wasted. The World Vision Report’s Cynthia Graber has one potential solution for storing food she discovered near her home in Massachusetts.  She lives near both Harvard and MIT, and also near a center for local technology start-up companies. So Cambridge is a great place to learn about tech -- even products that are being designed to help the developing world. 

Male Circumcision (4:57)

There are no simple solutions to the AIDS crisis in Africa.  But researchers have known for several years there is one thing that greatly reduces the risk of being infected with HIV-AIDS: male circumcision.  In South Africa – a country devastated by the epidemic – there is one clinic where men can be circumcised for free.  Taurai Maduna reports.

Makenson Remy (7:13)

Since Haiti’s earthquake a year ago, Haitian journalists—particularly radio journalists—have found a new freedom to air the complaints of an increasingly vocal public.  Radio stations are able to say things on the air that not so long ago could have gotten journalists killed. Yves Colon teaches journalism at the University of Miami.  After the quake, he helped launch a daily news show distributed to 25 stations in Port-au-Prince.  Colon says 40 percent of adults in Haiti can’t read, so radio allows people to connect with their government, and to hold it accountable.  Jennifer Maloney tells the story of one Haitian radio reporter who has found a new voice since the earthquake.

Haiti Aid Tourists (3:49 total)

Haiti is full of foreigners who are there to help the country deal with the aftermath of the earthquake.  Many of them were there before the disaster.  In fact, Haiti has more aid organizations per capita than anywhere else in the world.  But the earthquake brought another kind of visitor – what journalist Rory Caroll calls “Aid tourists.”  Caroll wrote a story for the London-based Guardian newspaper in which he describes flying to Haiti and what he saw around him on the plane.

Line Dancers (6:03)

Americans around the country are struggling in this recession.  But in southern West Virginia, coal-mining communities have been living with economic downturns for decades.  There was a big bust in the 50s and the 60s.  Twenty years later, the coal mines closed again. Discouraged by the dangers of mining and the lack of other jobs, many working-age people have moved away.  But what of the older residents who’ve remained? Sierra Crane-Murdoch reports from one town - and dance floor - near the Coal River. Angela Evancie co-produced this story.  

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:

Egypt's tourism industry draws almost 15 million visitors a year and accounts for one out of every eight jobs.  It represents 11% of the nation's economic output. But tourism suffered a severe setback during the recent anti-government  protests.


Getting people back to the pyramids is the top story on this week’s World Vision Report.


We also discuss how to feed the world.


What are the new technologies to feed a hungry world?


Those stories and more – this week on the World Vision Report.
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