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Show # 270a

Date: February 12, 2011

Length:  58:59

Host: Melinda Penkava filling in for Peggy Wehmeyer

On this week’s World Vision Report…

· What’s behind the protests in Egypt

· Visiting the “City of the Dead” in Cairo

· Prayers in the midst of protest in Egypt

· Ghost towns in Colombia

· Africa can feed itself – with changes

· A taste of train tamales in Mexico

· It’s all about chocolate!

Egyptian Protests (4:55)

It's been a tumultuous week in Egypt, changing by the day. We take a look at what is fueling the protests in a country where 40% of the people make less than $2 a day. Melinda Penkava talks about those living conditions with Ghada Ahmed, a research associate at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina, who grew up in Cairo. 

City of the Dead (3:08)

One of the poorest neighborhoods in Cairo is called the City of the Dead, and with good reason. It’s a vast cemetery that runs for miles along Cairo’s eastern edge.  It’s made up of rows of mausoleums—some modest, some elaborate—with simple dirt lanes in between. And thousands of people live there. Some broke into mausoleums that were old and forgotten. Others actually pay rent to the mausoleum owners.  Theodore May visited the City of the Dead before the recent protests and he sent us this reporter’s notebook.

Egypt Square Prayer (1:56) 

It was an unusual site: Christians and Muslims praying together in Egypt.  Weeks of protests in Egypt in the midst of political unrest have brought many to their knees—literally.  A doctor in Egypt, who is also a Christian, offers us his thoughts about the prayers happening in Tahir square. 

Ghost Towns (8:50)

In Colombia, drug-trafficking paramilitary groups terrorized the country for many years.  The violence displaced more than 3.5 million people. Then 8 years ago, the Colombian government struck a peace deal with the traffickers in hopes of ending the terror. Despite the peace agreement, many traffickers never actually disarmed. They simply reorganized into new drug-trafficking groups. Now, these gangs are gaining strength, especially in the northern state of Córdoba. As a result, the mass displacement of people --- thought to be a thing of the past --- is starting up again. Nadja Drost reports.

Africa Feeds Itself (4:08) 

In Tunisia, it was the rising price of food that originally brought people into the streets. In Tahrir Square in Egypt, protesters held up loaves of bread in the first days of that revolution. Against that backdrop, the world vision report is taking a look at food prices – why they’re going up, what the impact is, and whether there are workable solutions to the problem. This week we talk with Calestous Juma from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government.  Despite years of food shortages and dependence on food aid, Professor Juma believes African farmers can produce enough food to feed the continent.  And keep the price of food low while doing so.  In a recent study, Professor Juma described an unusual success story in Africa.  Malawi was in the grip of famine just a few years ago. Now, it exports food. Juma explained how they turned things around to the World Vision Report’s Peggy Wehmeyer.

Train Tamales (3:48) 

There are plenty of hungry passengers on El Chepe.  That’s the train that takes tourists through the breathtaking scenery of the Copper Canyon in northwest Mexico, twisting and turning through 86 tunnels and over 39 bridges.  When the train pulls into the station at San Rafael, passengers can fill their tummies with tasty treats from Maria Gonzalez’s basket.  Here’s Grant Fuller with the latest installment of our street vendor series.

Chocolate Segment (18:59)

What does chocolate have to do with the developing world?  Each Valentine’s Day, Americans turn to thoughts of romance – and chocolate. And though chocolate is popular throughout North America and Europe, all the beans come exclusively from tropical countries around the world, in the Caribbean, Central and South America, Africa, and Asia.  In honor of Valentine’s Day, and of the confection that links so many countries, the World Vision Report’s Cynthia Graber and Beverly Abel guide listeners through a special report on chocolate: the history, the future, and some companies trying to make the world a sweeter place, one bar at a time.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:


Persistent poverty, corruption, and youthful unrest are just some of the causes for the recent protests in Egypt against President Hosni Mubarak. 

This week the World Vision Report discusses what fuels those protests and why they were so long in coming. 

We also visit what Cairo residents call “the city of the dead.” 


That story, train tamales in Mexico and a special segment on chocolate – all tasty treats this week on World Vision Report.
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