When I was growing up in Western Kentucky all I ever heard about Martin Luther King was that he was a communist.  My family moved to Birmingham, Alabama after Dr. King's assassination and from what I heard from classmates and several adults who should have known better was that every problem under the sun was Dr. King's fault.  One day I decided to read a book and find out for myself exactly who this man was.  Up until then I knew nothing of Rosa Parks, the Montgomery Bus Boycott or Dr. King's "I Have A Dream Speech."  The one thing that impressed me was his commitment to non-violence.  As I read more I became fascinated with the influence of Mahatma Gandhi. I later read of book of Gandhi's called "My Experiments with Truth" and that's when I discovered an essential quality of all great men:  the ability to recognize truth, have the courage to embrace it, and the commitment to follow it through...

Such was also the case with Malcolm X.  Unfortunately this little white boy didn't know a thing about Malcolm X until college when someone showed me an interview he did with Alex Haley.  Over the years I tried to read his Autobiography, but allowed myself to be distracted every time I picked it up.  It wasn't until I saw Spike Lee's movie and the scenes of Malcolm in Mecca that I began to grasp the depth of this man's greatness.  When he was in prison Malcolm recognized the truth in the teachings of the Honorable Dr. Elijah Muhammad. Now those teachings had lead to a deeper truth he was committed to follow.  Malcolm X was not a man to run from the truth, or twist it to suit his own personal needs. He embraced the truth and, like, Dr. King, allowed the truth to bring about his rebirth.

It may be a terrible injustice that both these men died so young, but the impact of their work is timeless.  After Dr. King's assassination I saw a political cartoon of him speaking to Mahatma Gandhi in heaven. Gandhi is smiling at Dr. King and the caption reads: "You know, the absurd thing about these assassins is that they think they can actually kill you!"

