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On this week’s World Vision Report…an encore of stories previously broadcast:

· Christian and Muslim clerics join forces to fight HIV-AIDS in Syria

· The case of an 18-month girl helps fight a government cover-up in China

· A different message on the radio in Pakistan

· Somaliland -- unrecognized, yet successful

· A Saturday night in old Havana

Harpas (5:03)

The Middle East has the lowest incidence of HIV/AIDS in the world, but the disease there is growing at a rate of 300% per year.  One reason is denial.  The disease is seen as a Western phenomenon.  In Syria, two clerics work to change attitudes about the disease.  One is Muslim, the other Christian.  Will Everett reports from Damascus.

Ling Ling (6:06)

Talking about AIDS is taboo in many countries.  China is one of them.  For years, the Chinese government has been reluctant to release any information about the disease.  But two-years ago, the government announced HIV-AIDS is the leading cause of death in China.  Some are hoping that’s a sign the government is now treating HIV as a threat to public health.  The consequence of NOT doing that has been very clear in the past.  That’s what prompted journalist Paul Mooney to look into the hidden epidemic of AIDS in rural China.  Paul Mooney joins us from Beijing.

Tribal Voices (4:20) 

For decades, the US State department has funded programs in the developing world.  Some criticize these programs as being propaganda, but many local people find real value in them.

Take this program in the tribal region of Western Pakistan where radio is the main method of communication.  Extremists use it to get out their propaganda.  But students in the Young Tribal Voices project use radio to spread a different kind of message.  Will Everett brought back this report from Peshawar.

Success Without Aid (6:01)

Ever heard of Somaliland?  A lot of people haven’t.  It’s a region the size of Pennsylvania that sits on Somalia’s northern border.  Seventeen years ago it broke away from Somalia and declared itself a free and independent country.  The trouble is, no one else did.  Not a single country has ever recognized Somaliland.  So, Somaliland officially remains a province of Somalia.

Unlike its war-scarred, lawless southern neighbor, Somaliland is relatively peaceful and stable.

And it has achieved that status with virtually no outside help.  Richard Lough reports from the capital Hargeisa.

Saturday Night (3:20) 

For more than a hundred years, Havana, Cuba had a reputation as one of the most exciting nightspots in the world -- known for its cabarets, music, cigars and rum.  Writers Ernest Hemingway and Graham Greene produced some of their best-known works there while hanging out in the city’s bars.  But for many people, the real magic is in the simple pleasures of the city as the sun goes down.  In this Reporter’s Notebook, Amelia de Sousa takes us on a tour of old Havana after dark.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW: 


Two clerics in Syria -- one Muslim, one Christian -- talk openly about a subject rarely discussed in public -- HIV-AIDS.  They’re working to change attitudes toward the disease so people will seek detection and treatment.


This week the World Vision Report also takes you to China where authorities only recently admitted that AIDS was the leading cause of death there. 

Those stories, tribal radio in Pakistan and the simple pleasures of a Saturday night in Cuba.  

It’s all coming up this week on the World Vision Report.
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