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On this week’s World Vision Report…

· Testing for HIV-AIDS under the stars in Kenya

· A genuine election or a charade in Rwanda?

· Free rooms for college students in Afghanistan

· Poor kids perform in a South African orchestra 

· Yemen’s first female newspaper editor-in-chief

· Married and divorced -- at age 10. 

Moonlight Testing Center (4:06)

There’s promising news out of the International Aids Conference that just wrapped up in Vienna.

The report that created the most excitement was about a new gel women can use to protect themselves against HIV.  A study showed that if a woman uses the gel regularly, she can cut her risk of infection by 54%. Women make up the majority of new aids cases in Africa.  But many of those women often don’t know they even have the disease.  That’s certainly the case in Kenya where two-thirds of the population has never been tested.  Now, people who are too embarrassed to go for a test during normal hours can go to a Moonlight testing center and meet with health workers under cover of darkness.  Reporter Wairimu Gitahi went to one of these centers in Eastern Kenya and filed this story.  

Rwanda Elections (7:02)

In recent years, Rwanda has been a poster child for stability and good governance in Africa.  The country made a remarkable recovery after the 1994 genocide that left 800,000 dead.  Everyone from President Clinton to the CEO of Starbucks has praised Rwanda’s President Paul Kagame for his work.  But in the run up to next month’s election in Rwanda, there have been some disturbing reports of assassinations and repression.  Some point fingers at Kagame and his party, the Rwanda Patriotic Front, or RPF.  Timothy Longman is the head of the African Studies Center at Boston University.  He lived in Rwanda for many years, and is considered an expert on Rwandan affairs. He told the World Vision Report’s Peggy Wehmeyer what’s happening there concerns him.

Free Rooms (2:51)

High-level officials from more than 40 countries met in Kabul a few days ago to discuss Afghanistan’s future.  For many Afghans though, it’s the past they’re dealing with.  Especially the 1990s -- when the Taliban ruled.  One of the legacies of that time is that many Afghans grew up without an education.  Today a whole generation of young people is trying to catch up.  And it’s not easy starting school when you’re in your 20s.  Sometimes you need a helping hand.  Reporter Will Everett met a young man who got that help from an unexpected source.  Will tells us the story in this reporter’s notebook.

Hout Bay Orchestra (6:00)

All eyes have been focused on South Africa this summer because of the World Cup Soccer Tournament.  Today, we move beyond the sparkling stadiums to a shantytown on a steep hillside in Cape Town overlooking the ocean.  That’s where soccer balls have given way to string instruments.  It all started when a local music teacher began to volunteer her time there.

Now, children who’d never seen a violin before are performing at everything from weddings to state functions.  Reporter Sue Valentine sent us this audio postcard of the Hout Bay Music Project.

Yemen Times Editor (4:07)

Yemen sits at the southernmost tip of the Arabian Peninsula and is the poorest country in the Middle East.  Just 30% of its women can read compared to 70% of the men.  A branch of Al Queda is active there and has been linked to the recent shootings at Fort Hood in central Texas.  But Yemen’s English language newspaper has scored a “first” in this traditional country.  It’s editor-in-chief is a woman.  And she’s on a mission to help Yemen overcome a myriad of challenges.  Dale Gavlak reports.

Child Bride: A Reading (1:00)

A few years ago, The Yemen Times published a report of a little girl - a child bride - who successfully divorced her husband.  The girl was just 10 years old.  Delphine Minoui is a French- Iranian reporter who helped that little girl write a book about her ordeal.  We’ll talk with Delphine Minoui in a moment, but first, here’s a reading from the book “I am Nujood, Aged 10, and Divorced.”  In this scene, the girl has just arrived - all on her own - at the imposing courthouse in downtown Sana’a.

Child Bride Interview (13:41)

Delphine Minoui has been following the issue of child brides in Yemen since meeting Nujood several years ago.  She also helped Nujood recount her story in the book called I Am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced.  From Beirut, Delphine talks about the book and the problem of child brides with host Peggy Wehmeyer.  

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW: 


Since the genocide in 1984 when 800-thousand people were killed, Rwanda has made a remarkable recovery.  President Paul Kagame has been praised far and wide.  But now he’s encountering sharp criticism for his crackdown on decent and political opposition.  This week the World Vision Report talks with a Boston University professor who says he’s concerned the approaching presidential election will be just a charade.


That story and much more - this week on the World Vision Report.
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