these mega-watt "border blaster" stations, set up just across the Mexican border to evade U.S. regulations, beamed programming across the United States and as far away as South America, Japan, and Western Europe. From ”hillbilly” and gospel music to the glory days of Wolfman Jack in the 1960s, they also carried the voices and music of Mexico and the Southwest to a vast audience. Beloved Austin musicians and writers will pay tribute to the legacy of the border blaster stations in a story and music filled evening to remember.

THE BORDER RADIO SHOW: THE BIG JUKEBOX IN THE SKY

Live Show & Radio Special Taped Before a Live Audience to Take Place on Saturday, Sept. 17, at 8:00 p.m. at the Paramount Theatre in Austin

AUSTIN, Texas – July 29, 2005 – Former Texas Governor Wilbert Lee “Pappy” O’Daniel used it as a political platform. Dallas Turner, better known as Nevada Slim, used it to become one of America’s most well known singin’ cowboys, evangelists and Border Radio ‘pitchmen’. Dr. John R. Brinkley of Del Rio and fellow Rio Grande Valley transplant Norman Baker used it to promote everything from cancer treatments to the restoration of masculine virility. And perhaps most famously, the likes of howlin’ Wolfman Jack, Woody Guthrie and Lydia Mendoza used it to become some of the most listened to – and talked about – celebrities in the history of modern radio.

Before the Internet brought the world together, there was border radio. As recounted in the book, Border Radio - Quacks, Yodelers, Pitchmen, Psychics, and Other Amazing Broadcasters of the American Airwaves, by Gene Fowler and Bill Crawford, s characters, recognize some beloved musicians who made their careers on border radio and roam through our borderland heritage.

AUSTIN, Texas – August 26, 2005 – Texas Folklife Resources, a 20-year-old Austin non-profit dedicated to preserving and presenting the diverse and living heritage of the 
_____Lone Star State, today announced the line-up of musicians, radio personalities and other celebrities set to take part in The Border Radio Show: The Big Juke Box in the Sky. The production will be held on Saturday, Sept. 17 at 8 p.m. at the Paramount Theatre in Austin.

Join us for a trip along the Rio Grande of the Mind with Austin’s own Rick Trevino, that handsome devil whose huge talent can deliver straight up country or bilingual ballads. Rick’s most recent release, the acclaimed “Heard it on the X” with Los Super Seven, paid homage to border radio.   The Big Juke Box in the Sky also features special guests like Dallas “Nevada Slim” Turner, one of border radio’s original pitchmen and singers, as well as Kinky Friedman, who’s gubernatorial campaign slogan is “How Hard Could it Be?” Blues diva Miss Lavelle White, Joe “King” Carrasco, Patricia Vonne, “Mariachi Los Coyotes,” an international award-winning group from La Joya High School, author Jan Reid and many more fine Texas performers will create an unforgettable evening of live music and outrageous, but absolutely true, stories celebrating the legacy of border radio. The show will roam through our borderland heritage, with songs from the Carter family, Lydia Mendoza, and Bob Wills, and some of the bluesiest gospel to be heard this side of the Mississippi. 

TEXAS FOLKLIFE RESOURCES ANNOUNCES 

ENTERTAINMENT LINE-UP FOR:

THE BORDER RADIO SHOW: 

THE BIG JUKEBOX IN THE SKY 

Featuring Rick Trevino, Kinky Friedman, Miss Lavelle White, Maryann Price, Joe “King” Carrasco and a Host of Other Fine Texas performers!  

Join us for a trip along the Rio Grande of the Mind with Austin’s own Rick Trevino, that handsome devil whose huge talent can deliver straight up country or bilingual ballads. Rick’s most recent release, the acclaimed “Heard it on the X” with Los Super Seven, paid homage to border radio. Mariachi Los Coyotes,” an international award-winning group from La Joya
GINGER’S WORDS:

.  (Wolfman jack is the greatest 'star dj' from Border Radio day.

Border Radio: The Great Big Jukebox in the Sky: an hour-long music special on the story of Border Radio. Lots of good toe tapping music from hillbilly, western swing, Mexican conjunto and contemporary, and good ole rock and roll.  

Between the 1930s through the 1960s, mega-watt "border blaster" stations set up just across the Mexican border to evade U.S. broadcast regulations, and beamed programming across the United States and as far away as Western Europe.  For the first time, American listeners heard ‘race music,’ rhythm and blues, and a diverse span of music from  ”hillbilly” to gospel that carried the voices and sounds of Mexico and the Southwest to a vast audience. 
The first in a series of taped-for-radio specials, Border Radio: The Big Juke Box in the Sky features Texas  musicians, including Rick Treviño from Grammy-winning Los Super Seven; Austin’s own blues diva, Miss Lavelle White; rock and roller Joe King Carasco; traditional conjunto from South Texas; and contemporary Tex-Mex rocker, Patricia Vonne.  Border Radio’s most famous dee-jay, Wolfman Jack, makes a dramatic appearance.  

Other special guests on Border Radio include Dallas “Nevada Slim” Turner, one of border radio’s original cowboy singers and pitchmen, and a surprise appearance by Kinky Friedman, humorist and wildcard gubernatorial candidate for Texas in 2006.  

Border Radio: the Great Big Jukebox in the Sky is produced for radio by Ginger Miles, and executive-produced by Texas Folklife, made possiblein part by a grant from National Endowment for the Arts.  
