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Show # 319a

Date: February 19, 2010

Length:  58:59

Host: Peggy Wehmeyer

On this week’s World Vision Report…

· Taking education to those who need it in L.A.

· A reporter’s quest for a room for the night in Afghanistan

· A court for crimes against women in Liberia

· An aid worker’s diary on the value of education

· Gays in Iraq face growing persecution

· Selling flowers on the streets of Cairo

· What’s cooking?  Mexican chocolate

· Unused gift cards help the poor

· How your used clothing hurts the economy in Malawi

School on Wheels (5:03)

A study out this week shows that joblessness among low-income workers has reached a staggering 30%.  So it’s no surprise that the number of homeless is rising too.  And that includes children.  In Los Angeles, thousands of homeless kids shuffle between shelters, cars and the streets.  And that means it can be a struggle to stay in school.  Eve Troeh has a story about a  “school on wheels.” 

Finding a Room (3:02)

Reporting in Afghanistan is tough.  And not just because of the war and the rough terrain.

Our reporter Will Everett has been on several assignments in Afghanistan.  He told us what it was like traveling on dangerous and dusty roads trying to find a room for the night.  He sent this reporter’s notebook. 

The Globe at a Glance (1:00)

 Two new songs raise money for Haiti.

Court E (4:03)

During Liberia’s brutal civil war in the 90s, soldiers used rape as a weapon.  Almost 70% of Liberian women were sexually assaulted.  The war is over, but rape continues to be rampant in Liberia.  And it’s a crime that usually goes punished.  President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf – Africa’s first female president – has made it a top priority to stop the epidemic of rape in her country.  

One of the ways that’s happening is through Court E.  Jina Moore explains.

Who’s the Boss?  (3:00)

Author William Powers lived in Liberia for two years.  He was an aid worker directing relief programs during the civil war there.  When Powers returned to the country years later on a different assignment, he got together with his former house cleaner whose life had dramatically changed.  What Powers discovered in his own kitchen is how transformative education can be.  Here’s William Powers’ aid worker diary.

The Hunted (5:21)

This week members of the UN Human Rights Council urged Iraq to clean up its dismal human rights record.  This comes on the heels of news that several Christians have been killed in the lead-up to parliamentary elections in March.  Attacks on religious or ethnic groups in Iraq are often reported in the media.  But there’s another minority group being targeted for violence that you might not have heard much about.  Matthew McAllester reported  for New York Magazine on the persecution of gay Iraqis.  He talks with Peggy Wehmeyer.

Flower Peddler (3:25)

Cairo is one of the noisiest cities in the Middle East.  There’s the non-stop traffic, the calls to prayer blasting through loudspeakers, and aggressive salesmen hawking their wares in the marketplace.  In the midst of this cacophony, there’s one street vendor who says next to nothing.  Reporter Daniel Estrin met him on the job.

What’s Cooking: Chocolate (5:27)

You might have had your fill of chocolate on Valentine’s Day.  But in Oaxaca, Mexico, people eat chocolate every day.  That’s not surprising since Mexico is the birthplace of chocolate.  We wanted to know how Mexicans make their delicious hot chocolate—or chocolate atole.  So we sent reporter Mary Stucky to meet chef Pilar Cabrera.  She’s known for making the best chocolate atole in the region.  They started on a busy street in the center of town – where the air is rich with the smell of chocolate.

Gift Card Giver (5:30)

Do you remember what you did with that gift card you got for Christmas?  Or how about that really generous one you got for your birthday?  If you haven’t used them yet, you’re not alone.

More than $8-billion worth of gift cards are given away every year, but thousands of people never use them.  They tuck them away in their wallets and pockets and somehow get overlooked or only partially used.  Jeff Shinabarger tells Peggy Wehmeyer he was one of those people -- until the proverbial light bulb went off one day at a wedding.

Used Clothes (4:44)

Next season’s fashions were rolled out in New York City this week.  You may not be buying the leather leggings, but you may want to toss some of those old jeans and tee shirts that have gone out of style.  If you do, you might head to the Salvation Army or Goodwill.  But you might be interested to know that your clothes aren’t being donated to poor people.  Most of them are going to a big business in Africa.  Suzanne Marmion reports from Malawi.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW: 


Thousands of homeless children in Los Angeles often slip through the cracks as their families move from home, to street, to shelter.  Keeping homeless kids in school is a struggle.  This week, the World Vision Report profiles a nonprofit in LA that’s taking education to where the kids are.


We also visit a unique court in Liberia that’s working to prosecute rapists.


Those stories, gays in Iraq, and chocolate from Mexico.


It’s all this week on the World Vision Report.

(ADD DATE AND TIME OF BROADCAST AND LOCAL STATION I.D.) 

0:00 - 0:59 - Billboard

1:00 - 5:59 - No Audio

6:00 - 6:29 - Music Bed

Segment A

6:30 - School on Wheels

12:24 - Finding a Room

15:53 - Globe at a Glance

19:00 - 19:59 - Music Bed

Segment B

20:00 - Court E

24:52 - Who's the Boss?

28:53 - The Hunted

35:00 - Flower Peddler

39:00 - 39:59 - Music Bed

Segment C

40:00 - What's Cooking: Chocolate

45:12 - Top of the Pops

46:18 - Gift Card Giver

52:22 - Used Clothes

58:59 - End

