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On this week’s World Vision Report…

· An assessment of the recovery effort in Haiti

· Another letter from Amelia de Sousa in Haiti

· NBA basketball comes to Africa

· What’s working in Africa

· Trash haulers in Egypt are victimized by swine flu precautions

· Panama’s Ruben Blades - out of government and singing again

· You gotta be patient traveling in West Africa

Rich Stearns (6:40)

International donors say rebuilding Haiti will take ten years and $3-billion. Rich Stearns is the head of the aid group World Vision U.S., which had 700 people in Haiti before the quake -- one of the largest on-site operations in the island nation.  He just returned from a trip to Haiti and talks with Peggy Wehmeyer about the short-term and long-term recovery efforts there. 

A Letter from Haiti (4:00)

Amelia de Sousa was working in the UN building in Haiti when it collapsed.  She managed to crawl out alive.  But she lost many colleagues and friends.  Amelia is now living in the UN compound, near Port au Prince airport.  She tells us that a new phase is beginning in Haiti.

The adrenaline has faded, and exhaustion has taken its place.  The dust has settled – literally – and the task of salvaging what’s left has begun.  Here is Amelia’s Letter from Haiti.

Basketball without Borders (4:27)

Soccer is the most popular sport in Africa which plays host to the World Cup of soccer this coming June in South Africa.  But basketball is growing in popularity there.  About 60 young men had an opportunity recently to show off their skills to NBA coaches in Johannesburg.  They were participating in a camp called “Basketball Without Borders.”  In attendance was Africa’s greatest export to the NBA, Dikembe Mutombo.  Taurai Maduna caught up with him, and some of the camp participants, and sent us this report.

Good News Africa (6:25)

We hear a lot about what’s not working in Africa, or how conditions there have not gotten any better for most of the people there despite other advances around the world.  But World Bank economist Charles Kenny says, “ think again.”  His recent article in Foreign Policy magazine says the continent is in far better shape than most experts think.  He talks with host Peggy Wehmeyer.

Zabaleen (4:54)

The Swine flu epidemic appears to be on its way out.  Most of us escaped the outbreak without much harm, but that was NOT the case for the Zabaleen in Egypt.  You may recall stories about the Egyptian police killing all the pigs in Cairo in the mistaken idea that it would prevent swine flu from spreading there.  Well, the owners of those pigs were Cairo’s trash collectors, who used pigs to eat the biodegradable parts of the garbage.  Now the pigs are gone, and the Zabaleen are suffering the consequences.  Daniel Estrin explains.

Ruben Blades (13:45)

Latin superstar and award-winning singer and actor Rubén Blades has a new CD out called Cantares del Subdesarollo, or Songs of Under-development.  That might seem like an unusual title for a Latin album, but Ruben Blades is no ordinary singer.  For decades he’s combined music, acting and politics.  He even ran for president of his native Panama in 1994.  And he’s just finished a five-year stint as Minister of Tourism.  He talks with Peggy Wehmeyer about how music and politics mesh in his life.

Patient Travelers (1:25)

Grant Fuller spent nearly two years living in West Africa.  While he was there, he traveled around using every means available -- taxi, bus, boat, and train.  Through his travels, Grant gained a healthy appreciation for the patience and perseverance of West Africans who’ve traveled like this all their lives.  Here’s Grant’s Ode to the West African Traveler.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW: 


It will take a decade and three billion dollars to fix Haiti.  That’s the assessment of a number of international donors as they examine the long road to recovery from Haiti’s earthquake.  This week the World Vision Report talks with Rich Stearns, the president of World Vision US, one of the organizations already on the ground in Haiti. 


We also explore basketball recruiting -- in Africa, and talk with Panama’s award-winning singer and actor Ruben Blades.


Those stories and more -- this week on the World Vision Report.
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